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INSTRUCTIONS 


Please read and re-read this material. 

Look up all passages as required. 

Follow the instructional areas carefully. 

a. Fill in blanks when directed. 

b. Put appropriate letters (A, B, C, D) in blanks when choices are 
supplied. 

c. Record explanations, applications, and illustrations when required. 

Keep track of all "MEMORY" (MEM) and "INTERPRETATION" (INTERP) verses. 

Examinations will cover 

a. All printed material. 

b. All questions asked. 

c. Class discussion areas (clearly marked). 

Please give your comments on what you liked and disliked about each 


section. 
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Introduction to Eschatology 


The study of eschatology is done for various reasons and with different 
goals in view. Too often eschatology is examined so that the student might be 
able to know what the future will bring. This is not an adequate goal! Then 


why study eschatology? 


Perhaps an even more basic question is: when does eschatology begin? For. 
example, concerning the kingdom, Jesus said it had already come upon His hearers 
(Mt. 12:28) and yet He still taught His disciples to pray for the kingdom to 
come (Mt. 6:10). Is the kingdom and eschatology already past? is it still future? 


Or is it present with us now? 


Different theological systems answer these questions differently. This 


brief introduction to the subject will seek to deal with such nagging issues. 


PURPOSE OF ESCHATOLOGY Ps 


Why study eschatology? | 
ra 
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I. -The Purpose of Eschatology 
A. . Basic periods of biblical prophecy 
—1. -God generally inspires prophecy close to a time of human failure 
2. E.g., flood time, Babylonian captivity, after the national rejection 
of Christ, etc. 

B. Basic phases of prophetic fulfillment 
1. Immediate future fu1filiment » 
__a. E.g. the flood, the captivity, etc. 


——b. These are prophetic events fulfilled in history before 


Messiah's coming (i.e., in@this age”) 


@.)) Eechatological future fulfillment 
a. E.g., Messiah, the tribulation, the kingdom, etc. 
b. These are prophetic events fulfilled with the coming of Messiah 
and later (i.e., in "the age to come") 
— pte. wessiay. y 


( 3.) Using the literal marginal renderings of Daniel 2:28-29 


-DANIEL TELLS NEBUCHADNEZZAR THAT THE KING'S DREAMS RELATED TO BOTH 
OF THESE PHASES OF PROPHECY FULFILLMENT. IMMEDIATE FUTURE EVENTS 
ARE REFERRED TO AS THAT WHICH "WOULD TAKE PLACE id 

£ A {I.E., 'AFTER THIS PRESENT TIME']);' AND ESCHATOLOGICAL 


EVENTSLARE SPOKEN OF AS THAT WHICH "WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE ud 2 


+H - , ju. ‘ik {I.E., 'IN THE ESCHATOLOGICAL FUTURE! ]" 
i 


4. The immediate future fulfillment verifies the truth of the 


aa .eschatological prophecy. I.e., if God can bring Israel into an 


historical captivity by Babylon, He can and will bring on the 


prophesied tribulation. 


C. Basic categories of biblical prophecy 


et 1.—Judgment--e.2. , the flood, the captivity, the tribulation, etc. 


‘2.—Blessing--e,.g., national restoration, resurrection, the kingdom, etc. 


D. Basic effects of biblical prophecy 


- 1. In the unbeliever both categories are threatening 
on a. He knows he is the focus of God's judgment 

b. He also knows that God's blessings will escape him 
in Xe. Ideally, this will help inspire trust in the true and living 

God 

- 2. ‘In the believer both categories are comforting 
bs a. It is encouraging to know that God's justice will prevail 

b. It is also a comfort to know one will share in God's blessings 
= e This should serve to sustain trust in God. 

MY Specific results in the believer 

ie MATCH THE SCRIPTURE WITH ITS APPROPRIATE RESULT AS DEDUCED FROM THE 
er PASSAGE. 

a. 2pst. S14 “2 1. Establishes life 
bons bai 2) Pet. L212 | 2. Inspires diligence to sancti- 
e c. Heb. 6:19 a a fication 
m ad. Iodness3 i 3. Purifies the life 


4. Stabilizes the life 
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E. Conclusion (TO BE pRCCUSSED oH CLASS) 
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II. The Beginning of Eschatology 
A. The word "eschatology" 
1. Made up of two Greek words: eschatos ("last") and logos ("study of") 
2. Eschatology is "the study of last things" or at times just woe. things. 
3. Last things and not future things are the focus of eschatology. 
This points out that eschatological events may have already begun 


and are not necessarily all future. 


> 


B. The eschatological tension 
EXAMINE THE PASSAGES BELOW AND DETERMINE WHETHER THEY TEACH ESCHATOLOGY 
THAT WAS PRESENT OR FUTURE. FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH THE APPROPRIATE 


PASSAGES (BELOW) OR WORDS (IN THE PASSAGES) 


= —Mt. 3:2 -@ ~ Mt. 20:21°/6 
— Mt. 4:17 P _ tk 

~ —~Mt. 6:10¢ Lk. 19:11 > 
—Mt. 10:7/° Acts 1:6-71 
- Mt. 12:28 ~ Col. 1:13 P 


— Mt. 19:28 
ee srdhak oop) wr | a — : 
Present a 


‘ 1. In _ xt 3:2 John says and in Mt 4'\7 Jesus says and in 
Me 10! ) the message of the disciples was that the kingdom of 


God was "at hand." 
= a. The term eggizo ("at hand") can mean either 1) "here" NA 
(Mt. 26:45) or 2) "near here" (Mt. 21:1) 
b. The contexts below favor the former 


_ 262 an AC (2-2 > Jesus says that if His exorcisms were done by the 
Spirit then God's kingdom had Cou £ aa Ia Veuv A 
S£ 3. In _ (| ):2\ ((REF and INTERP) Jesus says that God's kingdom was 


- in the hearer's Wald< . The NASB marginal reading "within 


you" is to be rejected because the hearers were +4 if LISEES 


~~ (see v. 20), and so unlikely possessors of God's kingdom. 


yl 


4%. In Gon i: (>. tt is as ke that at the popent believers were 
rescued from darkness they were Tene Dv the kingdom of Christ. 


Future Eschatology 
1 In WO (3: \O Jesus teaches His disciples to pray "Thy kingdom 
ae ‘ 
2. In wr it” Jesus speaks of a future time when the Son of Man 
will sit on HIS GiLoRous THONE 


3. ‘in Ma 22:2 Mrs. Zebedee speaks of Christ's future kingdom. 


Bo > In-ce A Jesus gives a parable to correct the notion that 
God's kingdom "was going to AEA IMMEDIATE 
5. In Act</:(-7 the disciples still viewed the kingdom as future, 
x 


and Jesus fails to correct them. 


The understanding of this tension between the already and the not yet 
is seen to begin in the O.T. 
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C. The eschatology of the 0.T. 
- 1. 0O.T. eschatology centers on a time when Yahweh would intervene into 
human history. According to Amos 5:18-20 this time period is called 
The DAM ff THe LPS 
a. This is Yahweh's (the Lord's) day 
b. It is not a literal 24 hour day, but a time period when Yahweh 
= would act in behalf of His people. 
1) This means that Yahweh's day is a time of blessing, but only 
for Yahweh's people 
2) To all others it is a time of judgment (hence the emphasis 
of Amos 5:18-20) 
A. 3) See this blessing and judgment in nearly alternating state- 
ments in Isa. 61:1-2. 
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0.T. eschatology has one primary eschatological sign. 


a. 


ACCORDING TO JOEL 2:28-29, GOD'S PRIMARY ESCHATOLOGICAL EVENT 


IS THE POURING OUT OF Gop's SPAT won Au Wen) _. 


See this same emphasis in Zech. 12:10. 
In fact, this is the key of the whole New Covenant (Jer. 31:31-34 


In view of this eschatological stress upon the coming of God's 
Spirit, then Jesus statement that He performed exorcisms by the 


Spirit of God becomes quite significant. This is Jesus' proof 


/ 
that ise, Kivodom __of—_ _Goty_ had come (Mt. 12:28 MEMORY). 


OO 


With Jesus, then, begins the ministry of the Holy Spirit which 
will culminate in a universal work among mankind in the 


kingdom. 


\ 1 Ro sei 6UT fEvfull& IS Koy 1b Com 
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0.T. eschatology set up a chronological dualism 

a. This present evil time when Gentiles rule the planet Ge ee 
"the times of the Gentiles" mentioned in Lk. 21:24 and detailed 
in Dan. 2 and 7) is set up against the time when God Himself 
would intervene to rule the world (i.e., the kingdom of God-- 


see Isa. 11). 


b. This transformation of an evil world into a good one involves 
the creation of a "new heavens and a new earth" (Isa. 65:17; 


51:17). | 


ec. All evil would be judged by God at this day belonging to Yahweh 


(Jer. 8:12; 10:15; etc.) 


1. TERRY for the faithful dnd ju 


to this dualism between the now and the then. 


or the evil are integral 


1 yy! 
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eschatology of the intertestemental period 

Post-0.T. eschatology developed the idiom for this eschatological 
dualism 

The two periods are called "ages" (sometimes "worlds", "times", etc.) 
a. The present evil time is called "this age" 


b. The future righteous period is called "the age to come" 


Note these statements on the two ages in the intertestamental work 

IV Ezra 

a. "this age is full of sorrow and impotence" (4:27), while "the 
coming age shall bring delight to few, but torment unto many" 


(7347). 


b. "The ways of this world became narrow and sorrowful and painful" 
(7:12), but "the ways of the future world are broad and safe, 


and. yield the fruit of immortality" (7:13). 


c. Thus, it is declared that "the Most High has made not one age 
but two" (7:50). 

The Rabbinics too utilized this dualism in their use of olam hazeh 

("this age") and olam habba ("the age to come"). Cf. Aboth 4:16, 


"This world is like a vestibule before the age to come. . ao 


11 
5. "This age" (which actually began with the fall of mankind) is 
~ characterized by 
a a. Sin 
b. Flesh 
- Cc. Demons 
d. Death 
” 6. "The Age to Come" (which begins with the coming of the Spirit in 
Messiah) is characterized by 
- a. Righteousness (not sin) 
b. Spirit (in contrast to flesh) 
= = 
c. Messiah (not Satan and his forces) 
S d. Resurrection (not death) 


12 


The eschatology of Jesus 


a Ds 


—- 


2: 


3. 


~, 


4, 


Jesus' eschatology also incorporated this tension of the ages 
Jesus speaks of "this age" in Mt. 12:32; Lk. 16:8; 20:34 
Jesus also refers to "the age to come" in Mt. 12:32; Mk. 10:30 


Jesus also uses some synonyms for these two ages. USING THE PASSAGES 


.BELOW, WRITE DOWN JESUS' SYNONYMS FOR THE TWO AGES. 


a. Synonyms for "this age" 


1) Mk. 10:30 (margin); Lk. 18:30 [NS [i We 
2) John 8:23; 12:25, 31; 18:36 {Wi Wo@_D 
3) Mt. 13:39-40 To AGE nee 

b. Synonym for "the age to come" 
1) Lk. 20:34-35 " (kKAT AGE” 


"kingdom of heaven", etc. 


2) See also "kingdom of God" 
p= 


Jesus speaks of both ages i Cue. 12:32 (REF)))and in Lk. 20:34-35 


F. 


3. 
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eschatology of Paul 

Paul's eschatology is also based upon this chronological dualism. 

Paul speaks of "this age" in Rom. 12:2; I Cor. 1:20; 3:18 

a. Also see "the present age" (I Tim. 6:17 [Greek]; 2 Tim. 4:10; 
Tit. 2:12) 


b. "the present time" (Rom. 8:18; 11:5) 


Paul refers to "the age to come" in Eph. 1:21 (see also "kingdom" 
which is a synonym) 


Paul speaks of both ages in Eph. 1:21 


ne 
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N.T. eschatology adds a new development to the eschatological 


dualism begun in the O.T. 


a. 


In the 0.T., Yahweh's redemptive coming (the Spirit in Messiah) 
was to initiate the age to come 

Since Yahweh and His Spirit came in Jesus Christ, this new age 
is said to have begun (Col. 1:13 )(REF) 

The eschatological gift of the Holy Spirit has been received 
(Gal. 3:14 REF) 

IN I COR. 10:11 Paul describes believers as those "upon whom 
the _ ENDS & Tre AGS HAVE 
Oye ou 


Still, elements of the Old age continue to survive 


1) Bodies continue to be corrupt and die (Heb. 9:27; Rom. Sil?) 

2) Flesh continues its evil works (Gal. 6:16-17) 

3) Satan and the demons continue to rule (2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 22:2); 
and even seek to destroy believers (Eph. 6:10-19) 

4) All of this reveals that the old age continues 

This means that for believers both ages are realities--the 

church is caught between the ages. Christians have been intro=- 

duced to the new age, before the old age has ended. The old age 

will finally cease at the conclusion of Christ's reign (I Cor. 

15:24-28)--then all enemies including death will be put out of 


commission. 
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g. This tension of the ages may be diagramed as follows (TO BE 
——————— neice, 


ee 
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h. This tension between the ages if fundamental to Paul's ethical 
exhortations 
1) The new age has come with Christ and the believer is 
identified with Christ, who has poured out His Spirit upon 


the believer (this truth is called the "INDICATIVE," i.e., 


2) 


3) 
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Believers are urged to allow the Spirit to shape their 

lives according to the righteousness of the new age (this 

exhortation is called the "IMPERATIVE," i.e., the command 
——— 


which results from the fact) 

io > 
The "Indicative--Imperative" ethic is the exhortation to 
holiness based upon the factual situation. Because the 
believer (is) in the new age, he should act accordingly 
(hence the indicative leads to the imperative). 
a) E.g., the peliever(is) identified with Christ's death 


(Rom. 6:3); therefore, he should consider himself dead 


to sin (Rom. 6:11). 


b) E.g., the believer is united to Christ in His resurrection 
(Rom. 6:5); therefore, he should consider himself to be 


alive to God (Rom. 6:11). 


c) Paul urges believers not to be "conformed to this age" 
(the old age), but are to be transformed by God's Spirit 


(the new age gift) (See Rom. 12:2). 
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G. Conclusion: when does eschatology begin? 


With Yahweh's coming in Christ 

With the giving of the Holy Spirit (the eschatological sign) 

The church exists in the new age; it is comprised of eschatological 
people 

With the Christ-event, eschatology begins. 

Yet, along with the beginning of eschatology there is a continuation 
of the old age; therefore, the church is caught in this overlap 
time. It is up to the believer as to which age will dominate in 


his life. 
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Course of the Overlap Period 


If eschatology has already begun in this present era, then we who inhabit 
this time of old age-new age tension naturally desire to know as much of the 
eschatology in this period as possible. If we can structure a prophesied pic- 
ture of the overlap period, then we can gain a perspective of where our present 


era is going in the plan of God. 


Did Jesus know that there would be an overlap period? If He did, then does 
He say anything about it? As inhabitants of the overlap, we want to know what 
it holds for us--whether it is to be like God's kingdom (the new age) or Satan's 


kingdom (the old age) or some combination thereof. 


THE MYSTERY OF THE OVERLAP | ™~ 


What is a mystery? | yee 


ae 
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I. Definition of "Mystery" 
A. In a non-biblical sense, a "mystery" is often thought of as an unknown 
= fact, e.g., the mystery of who killed the heir in a detective story. 
= B. In a biblical sense, however, this idea is only half true. 
: a pasty ploy 
— 1. The Greek word "mystery" (musterion) is found some 27 times in the 
N.T. and 20 of these are in Paul's writings, often to describe the 
Fi overlap period. 
Tp 2 The background for the NT, term is best found in the Greek version 
~ of the 0.T., the Septuagint (LXX). 
; a. The,esoteric nature of the mysteries associated with the ancient 
pes mystery cults makes them quite different from N.T. mysteries. 
b. Daniel 2 uses the Aramaic rahz\(translated musterion in the LXX) 
= eight times. | Each of which stresses ivine secret reveale 
eta ticgiitheths prophet (see vv. 18, 19, 27, 28, 29, 47). 
= Ps of these are furthermore eschatol gical secrets made evident. 
s 3. In the N.T. musterion ("mystery") yécomes highly technical as it is 
im founded upon the usage of rahz ‘in Daniel 2. 
a. Twice.Paul declares what comprises a mystery. In both cases 
~ "mystery" has two elements in its definition. 
b. USING ROM.—16+25b-26a, IDENTIFY THE TWO ASPECTS IN THE DEFINI- 
a. TION OF "MYSTERY". 


y 
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1) A mystery is a teaching "which has been 4548 
sade! for LoiNG | ABS OST 


2) On the other hand, a mystery is a teaching that" Ap 


is manifested." 
From Eph. 3:4-5 note the two-fold definition of a "mystery". 
1) A mystery is truth "which . STHEe. 

Lal Kons was not made known to the sons of men". 


2) But this truth "has ou pew revealed to His 


holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit." 


This means, then, that a biblical mystery is old truth newly 
revealed. It is theology not clarified in the 0.T., but 


revealed through the authors of the N.T. 


II. Mysteries of the Overlap Period 


A. /Since the overlap period itself was a previously unknown reality 


(i.e., a mystery), it is no wonder that the term "mystery" is used 


to describe aspects of this time. 


B. :The various mystery--aspects of the overlap time are especially set forth 


by Paul (match the following Scriptures with the mystery--truth regard- 


ing the present overlap period each teaches). 


1. 


Rom. 11:25 

I Tim. 3:16 
Eph. 6:19 
Eph. 3:3-9 

I Cor. 15:51 


2 Thess. 2:7 


calual 


- 


Ded 
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Complete activity of Christ 
Lawlessness at work 

Not everyone will die 

Partial hardening of Israel 
Gentiles share equally in God's 


promise 


The gospel itself 


iil. 
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Utilization of Revelation 2-3 


Does Rev. 2-3 prophesy the course of this overlap period? (TO BE DISCUSSED 


IN CLASS) 


A. J. D. Pentecost says, "It would seem evident, then, that John, in writing 


to the seven churches, is depicting this present age from the inception 


of the church to the judgment of the apostate church prior to the second 


advent" (Things to Come, p. 150). 


Church Era Prophesied Emphasis Parable 


1. Ephesus -- Pentecost ~ AD 100 (Evangeliem--Wheat and Tares) 
2. Smyrna -- Nero - AD 300 (Persecution--of Mt. 13) 
3. Pergamos -- 300 AD - AD 800 (Growth--Mustard Seed of Mt. 13) 
4. Thyatira -- 800 AD - 1517 (Papal domination--Leaven of Mt. 13) 
Doctrinal corruption 
5. Sardis -- Reformation - last days (Rise of state church--Treasure 
hid Mt. 13) 
6. Philadelphia -- Last days (True church--pearl) 
7. Laodicea -- Last days ( Apostasy--dragnet ) 


(from Pentecost, p. 153) 
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The Mystery of God's Kingdom 


A. 


B. 


In gospels of Mark, Luke, and Matthew the Lord's kingdom offer seems to 
come to some kind of crises point as it is clearly and generally 
rejected (see Mk. 3:20-35; Lk. 7:30-35; Mt. 12). In response to this 
rejection Jesus gives a series of parables on "the mystery of the 


kingdom" (see Mt. 13:10-16). 


‘While Matthew and Luke speak in the plural ("mysteries of the kingdom") 


(Mt. 13:11; Lk. 8:10), Mark condenses the idea to a singular "nystery 


of the kingdom." 


1./ This means that all the different parabolic mystery concepts can 
be boiled down to a single idea of mystery. 
"| This ‘one idea of the mystery concerning God's kingdom is key to a 


discussion of the overlap period. 


rr 
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c. George Ladd?well defines this mystery i Y 


l. "The mystery of the kingdom is thecoming of the Kingdo eran, 


.~ in advance of its apocalyptic manifestation" (Jesus and the Kingdom, 


- pei218). y 


2. "The new truth, now given to men by revelation in the person and mis- 
sion of Jesus, is that the Kingdom which is to come finally in apo- 
calyptic power, as foreseen in Daniel, has in fact entered into the 

- world in advance in a hidden form to work secretly within and among 


men." (Jesus, p.221) 


o~ 3. Having had His kingdom offer rejected, Jesus now reveals the new 
A 

truth that God's kingdom will now come in a way completely unre- 
_ vealed before this time. This unexpected mystery arrival of God's 


kingdom does not replace the full apocalyptic coming of God's king- 
dom which had been prophesied, rather the mystery coming of the 


kingdom precedes its final coming. 


») 
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In preparation for interpreting the mystery parables of Mt. 13, 
it is necessary to first understand how to interpret parables. There 


are two basic principles of parabolic interpretation (from A. Julicher, 


Die Gleichnisreden Jesu; see also J. Jeremias, The Parables of Jesus). 


1. Do not interpret parables as allegories; do not seek meanings for 
parabolic details. 

a. Details of an allegory are important since they are invented 
by the author for a purpose (cf. the pond of despair in 
"Pilgrim's Progress"). 

b. /A parable, however, is drawn from an event of everyday life 
and so corresponds to the truth being taught only roughly. 

Only some of the details apply and these are brought out in its 
interpretation by the author. 


T An allegory expresses an extended series of truths, but a 


parable contains only a Single thrust of tru 


ry | 


d. Determine whether the author or the situation is creating the 


-~ details and label the following accounts as "parable" or "alle- 
gory". 

= 2 A a rock eats a man 
2) ‘/p a bird eats a worm 
3) &P a man sows some seed 


as 4) A a seed sows some men 


a e. The following illustrate the absurdity of pressing the details 
of parables 
1) «Lk. 16:1-13--- shrewdness is desired by God over honesty 
aN 2) Lk. 18:1-8 -- God is unjust and can only be moved by wearing 
tk Him out 


3) Lk. 11:5-10 -- God does not want to be bothered by the 


prayers of saints at bedtime. 


y 
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Ps 
2{ The second principle of parabolic interpretation is that a parabl 


must be understood in the historical life setting (Sitz im Leben) 

of its author. 

“a. In the case of Jesus' parables, they are to be seen in the 
light of His historical purpose (not the church's purpose). 


a 
b. This means that the parables that speak of the mysteries of the 


kingdom concern the kingdom not the church. 


oS While there may |be applications in the church, these parables 
% declare a mystery (new truth) jnot about the church but, as the 


parables themselves state, abdut the kingdom itself. 
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E. Briefinterpretations of the parables regarding the mystery of the kingdom 


- (on\the parables of Mt. 13 for traditional dispensational interpretations 


see J. D. Pentecost, Things to Come, pp. 138-49 and for the traditional 


zo) non-dispensational interpretations see G. Ladd, Jesus and the Kingdom, 
pp. 214-38). 
- 1. The Four Soils (given in Mt. 13:3-9 and interpreted by Jesus in 
vv. 18-23) 

> a. The kingdom has not entered the world with a great apocalyptic 
inbreaking, but is being sowed quietly among men by the Son of 
Man. 

fo b. Opposed to the gospel of the kingdom is the devil (the birds), 
shallow acceptance (rocky places), and the world (thorns). 

Se c. The primary interpretation concerns Jesus' proclamation of 
God's kingdom; but in application, this same situation can be 
seen in the church's proclamation of Jesus. 

- {ames 
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2. The Wheat and Tares (given in Mt. 13:24-30 and interpreted by Jesus 


in vv. 36-43) 


Se: 
tion by judgment traditionally expected, but the kingdom begins 


Cah God's kingdom has not begun with the great apocalyptic purifica- 


with a mixed company of righteous and unrighteous people. 
b. Purification by divine judgments will take place at the coming 
} 
( again of the king. 


THE MIXED FIELD, THEREFORE, IS NOT THE CHURCH, BUT ACCORDING 


a 
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3. The Mustard Seed (given in Mt. 13:31-32) 
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The Leaven (given in Mt. 13:33) (TO BE DISCUSSED) 
Dis een. vier 


WOW) Se aes aos 
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5. The Treasure (given in Mt. 13:44) (TO BE DISCUSSED) 
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The Pearl (given in Mt. 13:45-46) 


(TO BE DISCUSSED) 
Desi. 
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7. The Net (given in Mt. 13:47-50) (TO BE DISCUSSED) 
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8. Summary 


All these parables point toward a single thrust: 


b. The kingdom is spread by persuasion, not power, and it must 


be received by people to be effective. 


c. But even in these insignificant and preliminary aspects of the 


d. Since all the hearers are said to have understood these things 


CE prio 


(Mt. 13:51), it ag funther doubtful that the chuzehs rather 
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Eschatology 


succeeding period OF/ the ahimeh, Its continuation from these eras leads to a 


disastrous time of evil called the period of tribulation. Unlike the so-called 


Overlap time, the tribulation is no mystery. It is clearly predicted and pictured 


in the 0.T. and is given further delineation in the N.T. 


Why will God bring a period of intense tribulation upon mankind and the world? 
Who will be present on the earth during this time of trouble? And does God's 
purpose in the tribulation have different facets according to the various kinds 
of people on earth during this time? And perhaps more basically, what is "tribu- 


lation"? What does it signify? 


The Term "Tribulation: 


What does it mean? ee 
i 
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1. As the normal Eastern "day" contained both a period of darkness and 
light (cf. Gen. 1:5, etc. "evening and morning"), so the eschatological 


day possessed a period of trouble (darkness) and blessing (light). 


2. The Day of Yahweh is not a literal twenty-four hour day, but rather it 
is a day in the sense of a "period" (cf. "the hour of testing" in 


Rev. 3:10, which is not a literal hour but a period). 


3. This is no normal period or day, for it is characterized as belonging 
to Yahweh. 
a. It is a time when God Himself will intervene in human affairs. 
b. This intervention is done to preserve His people, judge their adver- 


saries, and establish peace. 


™ 
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4, The evening or darkness of this day represents the time of tribulation; 


the morning itself will dawn the kingdom of God. 


5. Because the term "the day of Yahweh'’ became such a popular technical 
phrase, its content could be maintained by a shortened or altered 


form. PLEASE MATCH THE PASSAGES BELOW ‘TO THE APPROPRIATE SYNONYM OF 


“THE DAY OF YAHWEH." 


a. "The day... Ge 1), Leas 2056 
b. "That day ee x 2) Isa. 30:26 


3) Rev. 16:14 


pe 


c. "The great day..." 


6. While the technical phrase "the day or Yahweh" (and its synonyms) 


can and does signify both judgment (especially tribulation) and 


Sr a ee 
blessing (the kingdom), most of the time it stresses the negative > 


element, i.e., the tribulation itself (cf. Amos 5:18-20; Isa. 2:12-13; 
ene i 
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a. This phrase is an obvious Christianizing of "the day of Yahweh," 
RS 
since Yahweh and Christ are synonymous in many N.T. contexts 


(John 10:11 cf. Ps. 23:1; etc.). 


b. One major difference between the two phrases is the matter of 


emphasis 


While "the day of Yahweh" émphasizes the idea of judgment and 


tribulation, “the day of Geet resses the idea of the 


« blessings and salvation of Christ. 


2) One reason for this is that the latter is applied only to the 


situation of the church and not the disobedient and unbelieving. 
4 SE a 


c. "The day of Christ" is found only in Paul and only at I Cor._1:8; 
5:53<2 Cor, 1:143-Phil. 1:6, 10; 2:16 
d. This term is never used of the tribulation itself. 


8. Join the idea cf the eschatological Yahweh's day into the chart of 


the two ages. (TO BE DISCUSSED) 


Diy De oe ak! pectin © God sho bene 
ey 
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B. The Tribulation 
1. Obviously "tribulation" is a word that expresses something 
negative and painful. 
2. "Tribulation" literally means “pnags ing «. pregeune’: USING THIS 
FUNDAMENTAL MEANING, NOTE THE APPROPRIATE ILLUSTRATION OF THE TRIBULA- 


TION MENTIONED IN THE FOLLOWING. 


a. Rev. 14:19-20 miive PZESS 
b. Isa. 66:7-9 (HitD Ber 


3. Uses 
a. The pressure of war and seige (Mt. 24:21, 29) 
b. The pressure of deprivation and poverty (2 Cor. 8:13) 
ec. The pressure of Christ's suffering (Col. 1:24) 
ee 
d. The pressure of God's eschatological wrath, i.e., the tribulation 


(Mt. 24:29) 


4. MARK THE SYNONYMS FOR "THE TRIBULATION" IN THE FOLLOWING PASSAGES. 
a. Isa. 26:20-21 (NDC NATO} 
b. Rev. 3:10 WAG — Hove Tes 
ce. Jer. 3024-7 HS we of ~KtodsS DS 12S 
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The Great Tribulation 


This phrase is used by Jesus in Mt. 24:21, but it seems to de- 
scribe not the entire seventieth week but only the final and 


worst half. 


a. WHAT MARKS THE BEGINNING ("THEN OF MT. 24:21) OF THE "GREAT 


TRIBULATION," SEE MT. 24:15-20? {Hi A®ouwATIoN) 
Sie DESOLATION) : 

b. According to Dn. 9:27 this abomination will be established 
in the middle of the seventieth week or forty-two months after 
the tribulation begins (see Rev. 13:5). 

In Rev. 2:22; 7:14 "the great tribulation" is the threatening 

time of suffering and death, i.e., the final half of the seven- 


pee Be 


tieth week. 
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be te Day of Heath 
1. This title comes from tHe attitude of Godtoward the disobedient during 


the tribulation. 

2. The tribulation is the event where God visibly demonstrates His 
indignation against sin and sinners. 

3. In Zeph. 1:14-16 "a day of wrath" is merely one of six descriptive 
"day" phrases applied to the day of Yahweh. 


4. What is it in people that brings on God's wrath (see Rom. 2:5)? 


Or AWD ULeePre rT ANT AAAS 


5. See this time of wrath in Rev. 6:16-17. 

6. God's wrath is expressed in a multiplicity of different judgments 
upon the earth. These are outlined in Rev. 6-19. 
a. Judgments Rev. 6:1-17 cf. Mt. 24:5-8 


1) What is the significance of the scroll and its seven seals 


(Rev. 6:1-2)? (TO BE DISCUSSED IN CLASS)> 
—_—_—_——" at (eS arh + aoe = 


|. Bowe 4 en _\ga.32 ~ Ths teed. ... (SCALED seeousd) 
ee 
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b. 


Se 


Cc. 


a) 
b) 
c) 
a) 
e) 
f) 


g) 
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2) Seven seal-judgments: 


First (Rev. 6:1-2)--a white horse conqueror 

Second (Rev. 6:3-4)--wars 

Third (Rev. 6:5-6)--famines 

Fourth (Rev. 6:7-8)--death of a fourth of the earth 

Fifth (Rev. 6:9-11)--vengeance for martyrdoms 

Sixth (Rev. 6:12-17)--earthquakes and celestial disturbances 
Seventh--the seventh seal is probably to include the 


trumpet judgments which follow 


Sealing for protection of 144,000 from the twelve tribes of Israel 


C (Rev. 7:3-8 => 


Trumpet judgments Rev. 8:1-9:21 


1) Severity increases (cf. Rev. 6:16-17) 


2) This is "the great tribulation" beginning (Mt. 24:15ff) 


3) Judgments 


a) 


b) 


c) 


d) 


e) 
f) 


g) 


First (Rev. 8:6-7)--a third of earthly greenery burned up 
Second (Rev. 8:8-9)--a third of the seas, fishes, and ships 
destroyed 

Third (Rev. 8:10-11)--a third of fresh water poisoned 
Fourth (Rev. 8:12-13)--a third of celestial lights 
darkened 

Fifth (Rev. 9:1-12)--five months of demonic torture 

Sixth (Rev. gains third of mankind destroyed 


Seventh--the seventh trumpet is probably to include the bowl 


judgments which follow 
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d. Testimony of God's two witnesses (Rev. 11) 


e. Beast out of the sea (antichrist) (Rev. 13:1-10) 


Beast out of the earth (antichrist's religious prophet) ¥. 13% 


11-18) 
g- Bowl judgments Rev. 15:1-16:21 
1) Final and most severe barrage of judgments 
2) Bowls are filled with divine wrath (Rev. 16:1) 
3) Judgments 
a) First (Rev. 16:2)--physical disease 
b) Second (Rev. 16:3)--death of all in the seas 
(ecological | 
c) Third (Rev. 16:4-7)--fresh water contaminated 
d) Fourth (Rev. 16:8-9)--sun flares burning people 
e) Fifth (Rev. 16:10-11)--political and civil distortions 
f) Sixth (Rev. 16:12)--Euphrates dried up for Eastern invasion 
g) Seventh (Rev. 16:17-21)--most terrible earthquake and giant 
hailstones 
h. Judgment of Babylon the great Rev. 17:1-18:24 
i. Christ's kingly advent Rev. 19:1-21 
j. White throne judgment, millennial reign of Christ, final rebellion 
and judgment Rev. 20:1-15 


k. New heaven and earth and new Jerusalem Rev. 21:1-22:;21 
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Daniel's Seventieth Week 


1. This title for the tribulation comes fr 


om Dan. 9:24-27 (REP and 


2. LIST OUT THE SIX RESULTS TO OCCUR AFTER THE SEVENTY "WEEKS" (OR SEVENS, 


INTERP) - 


I.E., HEPTADS) IN V. 24. 

a. (> FINKN 7EMWOS GCE 

b. To wens A ADE SW 

c. To WAG AEM EWT Fae we QUTY 

4.16 GANG W/W EVERLASTING LENTEOSNESS 
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£. TO AWOL ths west How PACE 
g. These six items mean the manifestation.of God's kingdom under 


Messiah 


3. What is a "week" in Dan. 9:24-27? (TO BE DISCUSSED IN CLASS) 
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Events of the 70 weeks 


a. 


Cc. 


v. 25 -- 69 weeks (483 years) from the decree to rebuild Jerusalem 
(Neh. 1:3; 2:1-8 -- 445 B.C.) until "Messiah the Prince" comes 

v. 26 -- after his coming, Messiah will be cut off and have nothing 
(i.e., will die). 
v. 27 -- tribulation and abomination during the seventieth week 
(especially the latter half) under "the prince who is to come" 
(i.e., antichrist) 

1). Hence, the seventieth week of Daniel is the seven year (one 


week) tribulation period. 


2) The so-called abomination of desolation is set up in the middle 


of the week (after three and a half years) and so signals 


ool i meee rn ge eg 


d. 


The seventy weeks therefore represent the time of gentile domina- 

tion of Palestine and the world (i.e., "the times of the Gentiles" 

mentioned in Lk. 21:24). It is the time when Israel ("your people") 
1 a a 


is the focus of God's plan. 


aoe 
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II. The Abomination of Desolation 


A. The importance of this event cannot be overstressed. Not only does 


Daniel key in on it as the beginning of the most terrible Jewish persecution 


in the future, but Jesus likewise uses it to signal the beginning of the 


end. 


The abomination of desolation is the single most significant event 


to occur in the tribulation. 


B. Terminology of "the abomination of desolation" 


a 1 
a 2. 
- 
3% 
va 4. 
| 
2 fe! 


"Abomination" => a detestable thing in the eyes of God and His people 


"Desolation" -- a sacrilege of the holy sanctuary (cf. Dan. 8:13; 


9:17-18; 11:31) 


"The abomination of desolation" is found in Dan. 11:31, 12:11; Mt. 24:15; 


Mk. 13:14 historical prefiguring by Antiochus Epiphanes) 
{ ~ 


Dan. 9:27 contains a different phrase, but the two terms ("abomination" 


and "desolation") are there and so it seems to refer to this same 


blasphemous desecration involving the holy sanctuary predicted of the 


tribulation time. 


fends 


N) 
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ime of "the abomination of desolation" 
. Mt. 24:15 speaks of this desecration as still future from Christ, 


and so it was not historically fulfilled before Christ's day 


. According to Dan. 9:27 and 12:11 it will occur in the tribulation week 


. 


and it will mark the midpoint of this week 


ature of "the abomination of desolation" 


« Mt. 265 (REFERENCE) - Jesus says "when you see . . .," making it 
clear that this desecration is a visual sign to be perceived 


a. Jesus also puts it "in the holy place," i.e., in the locale of the 


temple 
b. Futhurmore, He instructs those who recognize it~to_"flee ,"~because 


it should striké terror if the hearts of the faithful 
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2. Mk. 13:14 


a. In this passage, the word "standing" is a masculine participal 


b. This hints that this great future sacrilege might involve a man 


3. 2 Thess 2 :3-4 
a. This passage seems to describe the same event, though it is not so 


named here "the abomination of desolation" 


b. "The man of lawlessness . . . the son of destruction" is probably 
antichrist 

1) / Note that he "opposes and exalts himself above every so-called 

( god or object of worship." He will compete with all religion. 


2) In fact, it says he will be "displaying himself as being God." 


\ Here is a kind of visual sign or display of idolatry. 


3)/ That this sacrilege is to take place "in the temple of God" 
verifies that this is the abomination supreme that will mark 


\ the middle of the tribulation. 


4. Rev. 13:11-15 gives further details on this desecration. 
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Summary 
Join the following descriptions with the term which best symbolizes their 
meanings (the terms are listed below). 
1. The tribulation is the time when God Himself will act directly in 

human affairs C- 
2. It is the day when God will pour out His anger upon the ungodly 

% . 

3. It is a time of much pressure and pain for man BS 


4, It will again bring the Jew into focus in God's plan 


‘ 


5. Yet, the greatest part of this pressure occurs in the last half 
( ae 
6. It is the last of gentile domination in the world eR 
7. The tribulation will be marked by the sag horrible human sacrilege 
of all times A. 
a. The abomination of desolation 
by} The day of wrath 
(c.) The day of Yahweh 
@) Tribulation 


>» The great tribulation 


(@ 


cf ) The time of Jacob's trouble 


Daniel's seventieth week 


Cc 


)) 
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© Armageddon 


According to Revelation 16: 14-16, the kings and armies of the whole 
world will one day be gathered together for "the war of the great day of 
God, the Almighty." This is the eschatological war or battle that climaxes 
the catastrophies of the tribulation. The place where this struggle is to 


be carried out is called "Har-Magedon" or "Armageddon." 


Where is Har-Magedon? What is it? And what is to take place at this 
war or battle? This final world conflict has been a focal point of much 
theological, as well as mythical, thinking. In this section we hope to ana- 


lyze what the Bible itself has to say about Har-Magedon. 


THE TERM 
What does Har-Magedon mean? | = 


e 52. 
= I. The Term Har-Magedon 
ae A. Used only once of this future eschalological battle: oe lias 
ee 
B. Made of two Hebrew words 
~ 1. Har which means "mountain" 
2. Megiddo which is the name of the mountain 
= a. Located on the southern side of the plain of Jezreel 
«be Notorious military stronghold in the O.T. 
a (see Josh. 12:21; 17:11; Judges 1:27; 5:19; II Kings 9:27,etc.) 
C. Though Har-Magedon is found only once with reference to this final 
battle of the age, the battle itself is referred to often in the 
x Bible (see Jer. 51:27-36 (Danie 2:7°9) 11-12; Joel 3:9-15; Zeph. 3:8; 
II Thes. 2; Rev. 13-19) , 
= 
II. The Participants of Har-Magedon 
# A. Western kings 
a 1. The kingdoms of the Roman Empire west of Palestine (western 
Europe today) are somewhat united under the leadership of the 
= antichrist. This lawless ruler is especially pre-figured in 
Syria's Antiochus Epiphanes (see Daniel), who historically persecuted 
eZ God's people mercilessly. 
ay 2. The antichrist idea is found under various titles in the Bible. 
FROM EACH SCRIPTURE BELOW FIND THE NAME THIS FINAL WESTERN RULER 
= BEARS. 
a. Daniel 9:26 —ths WING Lp IS [@ 
- Cy (emphasizing his eschatological role) 


b. Daniel 8:23 ae (emphasizing his sovereignity) 
c. Daniel 9:27 Dirt ind HO MALES VESOLATES : 


_ (stressing his role in the abomination of desolation) 
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d. II Thes. 2:3 wAW_ & _ LALLESIVESS (stressing 
his rebelliousness before God) and Sow of _ 

DSSTe eK LOW (stressing God's destiny for this ruler). 

e. Rev. 13:1-2 (cf. Dan. 7:3 ff.) BEAST (emphasizing his 
ravinous character. 

f. I John 2:18 (emphasizing his role of opposi- 
tion to God and His Christ)] USING A CONCORDANCE DETERMINE HOW 
MANY PLACES IN THE BIBLE THIS TERM IS USED OF THIS ESCHATOLOGICAL 
ENEMY Apt CKUYT - Still it remains his most popular 
name in the church. | 


B. King of the North : 
1. Mentioned +n anda, 11:40, etc. 
2. North of Palestine used to be the old Assyrian and later Syrian em- 
pires. Today this is the territory of Turkey and the Soviet Union. 


3. This power appears to be allied with the Southern powers. 


C.. King of the South 
1. See Dan. 11°40. 
* South of Palestine and Jerusalem is the land of Egypt and other 


x Arabian nations. 
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D. Kings of the East 
1. See Dan. 11:44; Rev. 16:12 : 
2. East of Jerusalem is the Orient and especially the land of china. (7) 
E. Israel 
1. Dan. 9:24-27, etc. 
2. Israel, which has only recently become a nation again (1948), is 


predicted to play a central role in this future struggle that 


will end the times of the gentiles. 


F. Jesus Christ and His Saints 
1. See Dan. 2: 44-45; Rev. 19 
2... Jehovah Himself will also play a central role in this battle. 


In fact, He takes the determinative part. 


irr Events Surrounding Har-Magedon (analyzed briefly from the chief texts 
C 


covering this struggle) 
A. Dan. 7:7-8, 20-25 

1. Antichrist's empire comes’ in some way as an extension of the 
fourth gentile kingdom, the historic Roman Empire (7:7-8). 

2. Antichrist begins insignificantly as a "little horn", but full 
of wisdom and powerful speech. (7:8) 

3. Antichrist gains his power through destroying three other king- 
doms. (7:8, 24) 

4. In his conquering of the world, antichrist wages war with God's 


saints. (7: 21,23) 


om 


B. 


C. 
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Antichrist will be in full power for "a time, times, and half 

a time" (the three and a half years of the last half of the tri- 
bulation). (7:25) 

Antichrist and his empire will be in control of the world when 


God comes to give the kingdom to His saints. (7:22) 


Daniel 8:23-25 


a 


At a time of many transgressors, antichrist will arise as a pow- 
erful and impressive ruler. (v.23) 

Antichrist's power is said not to be his own (see Satan's role in 
Rev. 13:4), but he will wilfully destroy people, especially the 
saints. (v.24) 

Antichrist is characterized as shrewd, deceitful, and proud, 
destroying those who think they have peace. (v.25) 

Eventually antichrist will stand against "the Prince of princes" 


and will then be crushed by divine strength. (v.25) 


Daniel 9:26-27 


1. 


Here, antichrist is said to come and destroy both Jerusalem and 
its sanctuary, even to the point of setting up the abomination of 
desolation. (vv. 26-27) 

Having made a firm agreement with Israel for seven years, he 
breaks it after three and a half years and puts an end to sacri- 
ficial worship in order to make the sanctuary desolate, which 


is chief of all abominations. (v.27) 
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D. Daniel 11:36-12:1 


Here the wilful and proud antichrist (as perhaps seen through 

the historic Antiochus Epiphanes) is said to prosper in his blas- 
phemies (11:36). 

Antichrist is described as having no regard for the true God 

(or gods, Elohim) of his fathers (not clearly stating whether 
they are Jewish or gentile), nor has he any desire for women 
(perhaps suggesting his homosexuality) (11:37). His god instead 
is that of power and money (11:38). He is particularly helped in 
battle by "a foreign god" (perhaps Satan, Rev. 13:4) (11:39) 

In the eschatological war, it is said that the antichrist will 
eventually be attacked by the king of the Northern powers (11:40), 
But antichrist, evidently, prevails, conquering Palestine and 
Egypt, etc. (11:41-43) 

Some kind of rumors from the east and north are said to disturb 
this lawless king (11:44). This may refer to some kind of new 
alliance and invasion. (see Rev. 16:12). 

All in all,these struggles are presented as "a time of distress 
such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time" 
(12:1). It is not certain when precisely it begins, but this is 


Armageddon! 


E. Joel 3:9-15 


1. 
= 2. 
3. 
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This is a short poem depicting the preparation for Har-Magedon. 
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Soldiers are called to assemble, and plowshares and pruning hooks 
are to be altered into instruments of war (vv. 9-10,cf. Micah 4:3 
for the changing of weapons into agricultural tools for the king- 
dom). 

Nations are gathered at some unknown valley of Jehoshaphat, 

later called "the valley of decision", to be judged by God. This 
may be HexcMawedon itself or more probably a place of divine 


judgment following this battle (vv. 11-15). 


F. Zephaniah 3:8 


Again in a form of poetry, reference is made to Har-Magedon. 
Behind all the intrigue of nationalism and strategic plotting, 
Zephaniah declares that it is Yahweh Himself who assembles the na- 
tions. 


The purpose is that God might pour out His wrath upon the nations. 


G. II Thessalonians 2: 3-12 
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Before Christ will return, the readers are told that there must 
first be a time of general apostasy and the revelation of anti- 
christ. (v.3) 

Primary focus is upon what seems to be the abomination of desola- 
tion as a sign (see Mt. 24:15 ff.) (v.4). 

Why has not antichrist begun his evil activity? Because he is 


presently being restrained and will be restrained until the 
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restrainer is withdrawn (vv. 6-7). If indeed God is the only 
possible restrainer of the satanically empowered antichrist, then 
perhaps He restrains through His Spirit, which will in some 

sense be withdrawn (perhaps at the rapture of the church, 

I Thes. 4: 13-18). 

Antichrist's powers are attributed to Satan, but his deceptive- 
ness is ultimately permitted by God Himself. (vv. 9-12) 

When his wickedness is finished, antichrist will be destroyed 

by the Lord at His Coming, when He will slay this lawless one 


with "the breath of His mouth", i.e., His Word. (v.8) 


H. Revelation 13-19 
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Using much of the traditional descriptive language of Daniel, 
antichrist is pictured as associated with a powerful beast from 
the sea. (13:1-2) 

The beast or antichrist is said to receive healing (perhaps by 


Satan 13:4) from a seemingly fatal wound. (13:3) 


Worship is directed toward the devil for his giving of authority 


to the beast. (13:4) 


For forty-two months ,or three and a half years,the antichrist 


blasphemes God and His (13:5-6), also he overpowers the saints 
and controls virtually the world (13:7-8). 


Satan also inspires the beast's prophet who garners religious 


ferver for the beast and establishes some kind of image of anti- 


christ to be worshipped by all. (13:11-15) 
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Faithful servants of antichrist, in opposition to the true 

Christ, are manifested by a mark on the right hand or forehead, 

of either the name or number of the beast. This identification 

is essential for economic endeavors (13:16-18). Yet, all who 
bear such a mark are clearly marked out as enemies of God (14:9-11). 
Those who refuse the mark do so in faith (14:11). For this 
reason martyrdom is pronounced blessed (14:13). 

At this point, there is given a proleptic declaration of God's 
great winepress of wrath squeezing until the blood runs bridle 
high (14:17-20). 

In Rev. 15-16, the seven bowl judgments are poured out on the 
earth. 

One other strategy of antichrist involves his utilization of some 
kind of apostate religious institution and great economically 
prosperous city known as the harlot, "Babylon the Great" (17:1-11). 
Eventually, after using her, the antichrist and his ten kings will 
slaughter this harlot (17:12-18). 

Again, the glorious end of this brutal ruler and his realm 

comes with the arrival of Jesus Christ and His celestial armies 

to take over the planet (Rev. 19:1-14). 

With the sword of His mouth, the true Christ slays the nations 
gathered (presumably at Har-Magedon) (Rev. 19:15-18). 

Antichrist and his religious prophet are then taken to judg- 

ment and cast into the burning lake, later to be joined by their 


cohort, Satan himself (Rev. 19:19-21). 


IV. 


Conclusion 


aes 


Har-Magedon is representative for the forced cessation of hostilities 
against God and His people. 

At Har-Magedon, God physically and forcefully tears back the world 
from the evil powers controlling it. 

When this final struggle is finished, so is all gentile authority 

and "the times of the gentiles". 

At this point, the crushing stone falls and all rulership is given 

to God. (Dan. 2:35, 44-45) 

From the darkness of the tribulation and its culmination at Har-Magedon, 
God's plan ticks to the dawning light of the millennial reign of 
Jesus Christ on earth. 

The .title deed of the planet is given to the world's owner, now 


that its seven seals have been opened. 
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Rapture 


The rapture of Christians to their Lord is an event of varying impor- 
tance to believers ,depending somewhat upon their view of when the rapture 
occurs. Actually no one knows precisely when the rapture is scheduled to hap- 
pen, rather the debate centers on the occurrence of the rapture in relationship 
to the tribulation. Each position has its strong points and weak areas, our 
job is to examine the evidence and individually to determine which is the most 


likely position. 


The issue boils down to this: will the church be gathered by Christ in the 
air before, after, or in the middle of Daniel's seventieth week? One other 
matter will also be dealt with here, that is, who will be raptured, only 


faithful believers or all believers? 


THE TERM "RAPTURE" 


What does "rapture" mean? 
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I. The Word "Rapture" 


A. 


The most complete description of the rapture is found in I Thes. 4:15-18 


TENOR 


Bis 


cy 


The word "rapture" is nowhere found in I Thes. 4:15-18 or any other 
biblical text. 
1. "Rapture" is derived from the Latin rapio, "to seize, snatch, 
tear away." C 
sual : opTinSw 
a. Rapio is used to translate the Greek word harpazo, "to catch 
up, snatch," found in I Thes. 4:17; II Cor. 12:2-4, 
b. To be raptured is to be taken from one locale and removed to 
another by some outside force. It is the "gathering together" 
of believers to their Lord at His coming (II Thes. 2:1). 
2. A second element involved in the rapture of believers is / caprredionr 
( I Thes. 4:16b). 
a. This means "the dead in Christ" will be joined to new bodies 
(I Cor. 15:35-58). 


b. But for those believers who are alive on earth when Christ 


comes, these will be (I Cors, 1592-52), ise, 
WG 


Christ will ~iBuzethe body . This has reference 


to the instantaneous alteration of the earthly body into a 
new Christ-like body, yet without physical death taking place. 
Definition of "Rapture" 


The rapture is that event in God's program when believers in the 


Lord Jesus Christ are lifted from the world to their Lord in the 


™ 
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atmosphere in order to be with Him forever. 

D. ‘THE THREE MAJOR ASPECTS INVOLVED IN THE RAPTURE ARE: 
hl. Ve swt wot AL sLEBP 
2. The DYD wii BE QASBO VP 
3. WE Simic fe ChoeeD 


II. Partial Rapture 
A. View 
1. Only the faithful believers in the church will be raptured to 
Christ and thus saved from the wrath to come. 
2. Are partial rapturists likely to be pre~ or post- tribulational 
in their view of the time of the rapture? aS 
B. Adherents 


R. Govett, G.H. Pember, G.H. Lange, etc. 


C. Arguments 
1. Rev. 3:10 promises deliverance from "the hour of testing" be- 
Se 

cause the Philadelphians have been faithful, making faithfulness 
a requirement for rapture. 

2. Heb. 9:28 says that Christ will appear the second time for sal- 
vation to "those who eagerly await Him'', not to all believers. 

3. Luke 21:36 instructs the faithful to be on the alert and pray 


that they might "have strength to escape all these things that 


are about to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man". 
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D. Counter-arguments 


sa 1. Stating it simply, the biblical texts used above to show that 


only the faithful will be saved from the tribulation are accepted 


- as stated. 
a. But it must be remembered that indeed faithfulness is a char- 
acteristic of believers (see James 2:14-20; I John 3:8-10; 
sad 5:18-20, etc.). 
b. This means that only the faithful will be delivered and the 
faithful are believers ("believe"being the verb form of "faith"). 
1) Thus, the unfaithful servant who was not watching for 
his Lord will not just lose praise from Jesus, but his 
~ Lord "shall cut him in pieces and assign him a place with 
the Hypoesitss weeping shall be there and gnashing of 
teeth". (Mt. 24:48-51). 
2) Phil. 3:20 declares that those who watch for the coming 
Savior are those whose citizenship is in heaven, i.e., 
- . believers. 
3) I Thes. 4:17 does not qualify which "we who are alive 
and remain" will be raptured, but leaves one to believe 
that all Christians who are alive at Christ's coming for 
His church will be transformed (see also I Cor. 15:51-52). 
2 2. Theological problems 
a. The partial rapture theory makes one's eschatological future 
a based upon experience and not upon one's perfect position in 


Christ. 
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b. It also makes one's future dependent, not so much on a faith- 
ful life, but one's spiritual condition at the moment of the 
rapture. 

c. It furthermore makes death a definite advantage at the time 
of the Lord's coming, since all dead believers will go to be 
with Christ no matter how close their walk with Christ might 


have been while they were alive. 


III. Post-tribulational Rapture 


A. 


Cs 


View 

; Saabs church will remain on earth during the time of earth's 
testing and will undergo man's tribulation but not God's wrath ) 
\ during this time. 


~ 


2.‘ After the tribulation the dead will be raised and the alive 


| changed, and all will ascend into the atmosphere to escort their, 


\ Lord back to earth to establish the kingdom in its full form. 
~\ CLASSICAL Vee: ERD OE TAB Ti Bienavcy OR KS Rened— 

PER AL— a1 ee = + 
belpnrer EOTICL SPIRIT AU 2D TRIG. 


Adherents 


G. Ladd, R. Gundry, L. Morris, F.F. Bruce, etc. 


—~e Sor Sb 
SPCTWL Ve 
Arguments 


1. Historical argument 
a. Statement 
Post-tribulationalism not pre-tribulationalism has the ear- 


liest Christian roots. In fact, pre-tribulationalism does not 


begin until the days of the early Brethren writers 


U.N. Darby and W. Kelly (the early 1830's). 


b. Rebuttal 
1) Since when does age prove truth? Many of the views of the 
early church are today seen in clearer light (e.g., the 
atonement). Eschatology has not been focused upon in the 
church until the nineteenth century. 
2) Even so, a strong case for a belief in the imminent com- 
ing of Christ (pre-tribulationalism) can be made in the 
earliest fathers' writings. 
NOT A GxoUPE 
Lexical argument meena sr / 
aay ’ 
a. Statement 12 Pe-~TRiB | 
- Ad Aer oF Die OTY 


The purpose of the church's rapture is "to meet the Lord" (AR Die TAY aan 


(I Thes. 4:13-18). The Greek word "to meet" (apantzsis, BOY Ty 


WEE, AD SRL 
apan antao) was used outside the N.T. in the technical SENSE CQO us pO 
VORP HOR RAC 


of a leader going out to meet a visiting dignitary in order 
to escort him back to his city. It has no reference to an es- 


cape of tribulation. 


p.\Rebuttar/ — Corte. eT Wot BiniwAED 


1) This lexical argument is true, but it is interesting to 
see the use of this word in the LXX, where it most gen- 
erally has the simple meaning of "meeting" (e.g., 

I Sam. 13:10). 
2) And what would be the purpose of such a proposed escort- 


ing of Christ to earth? The believers who are raptured 
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are not the controlling leaders on earth welcoming a dig- 
nitary, but would be beleaguered and worn out saints 
ready for deliverance. 

3. Prophetic argument 

- a. Statement 

The N.T. clearly prophesies that tribulation will come upon 

Christ's church. 

1) (m.15:18-20; 16:1-3, 33 says that as the world persecuted 
Christ so will it do the same to His people. "In the 

~_ world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have 
overcome the world" (16:33). 

” 2) Mt. 24:8-12 (Mark 13:9-13; Luke 23: 27-31) says that the 
tribulation must come upon God's people before Christ 
returns. 

pe b. Rebuttal 

1) That the church will experience tribulation and afflic-~ 

tion (as in John 15-16) is clear. Even in Acts it is 
said to do so (see Acts 4:1ff.; 5:17ff.; 6:8ff.; 8:1). 
But this is not the same as going through the final es- 
Ses chatological tribulation period. 
2) Mt. 24:8-11 (et al) do indeed speak of the tribulation. 
But here there is no clear reference to the church, 
rather it speaks of national (Israeli) troubles. Thus, 


- there is reference to Israel's temple (24:15), fleeing 
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__Judea (24:16), the sabbath (24:20), etc. 


Seo Theological argument 
4 Sena ee ae ‘ 


= a. “Statement  —|my-wiCy} 1S oT NSEISGRILY A PiBUGL Beer. 


——— 
It can be demonstrated that the N.T. church did not believe 


in imminency (the return of the Lord at any moment), and so 
pre-tribulationalism must be wrong. 


1) In John 21:18-19 Christ predicted Peter's death; there- 


fore, while Peter lived Christ could not have returned. 
2) In Acts 9:16; 20:23 Paul's persecutions were forecasted, 
which means Christ's return would have to wait until 


after Paul's persecutions. 


a 3) Acts }:4~8 (NE. 24:14) declares that the church must wit- 
sf ness unto all the nations before Christ could return. 
b. Rebuttal 
S 1) All of these so-called barriers to imminency either 
could have been fulfilled in a moment (e.g., Peter's 
e death) or were fulfilled by the time of their penning 
(e.g., Paul's persecutions Acts 13:50; 14:19, etc. and 
the preaching of the gospel everywhere Col. 1:6, 23). 
= 2) /Besides, all such predictions have long ago been com- 
pletely fulfilled and are no hindrance to imminency today. 
= 5. Exegetical arguments 
a. I Thes. 5:1-2 warns the church of the coming day of the Lord. 
om, 1) Argument: Why should Paul warn the church of the day's 


= coming, if the church will not be here when it arrives? 
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2) Counter-arguments 

a) It does not say that the day will come upon the read- 
ers, but rather "destruction will come upon them.... 
But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the 

= day should overtake you like a thief" (5:3-4). 

b) The rapture well may be the aspect of the day that 
concerns the church here. It could not be the tri- 
bulation that comes upon the church as a thief, for 


II Thes. 2:1-12 reveals the signs preceding the tri- 


q 


4. II Thes. 1:7-8 tells the Thessalonians that relief or ie 


from all afflictions will come to the readers and writer ‘@ 


"when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with gf 
_ Q) Argument: Paul teaches here that the church's persecu- 
tions will not end until the second advent of Christ, 
and so the church must remain in the world until then. 
2) Counter-arguments 
a) Though unlikely, some would see rapture language 
ne (and not second advent language) even here (cf, 
I Thes. 4:16). 
b) Others take this passage as speaking of the rest 
given tribulation saints and not the church. 


- c) Perhaps best is to understand the rest here as the 


tak 


the rapture, since it was thinking that they were 
already in the tribulation without being raptured 
that worried them. Otherwise, everything would be 
according to schedule. 

- d. Mt. 24:37-43 describes the rapture ("Then there shall be 
two men in the field; one will be taken, and one will be 
left"), and this account follows on the heels of the major- 
ity of this chapter which describes the tribulation. 

1) Argument: The order of events argues for a post- 
= tribulational rapture. 
2) Counter-arguments 
i a) Literary order does not demand a strict chronological 
order. Besides,from Mt. 25:32 on, Jesus switches 
from strict eschatology to practical application. 
at b) It is doubtful that Mt. 24:37-43 even teaches the 
rapture. GA ) — Psr -TEIB. SOME eA. 
1] Mt. 24 is not addressed to the church for church 
purposes, but rather describes the situation at 
Christ's coming and the end of the age (see Mt. 24:3). 
2] If a rapture is to be seen in Mt. 24:37-43 then 
those who are "taken" are really raptured. 
a] But the wancoet Bon with those who were taken 


when the Flood came (see Mt. 24:37-39) shows 


-~ that they were taken in judgment not rapture. 
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b] In the parallel accou 
Ba with regard to those who a aken;the dis- 
ciples respond with the question, "Where, 
Lord?" i.e., Where will they be taken? To 
poe which Jesus responds, "Where the body is, 
there also will the vultures be gathered." 
= When compared with Rev. 19:17-18 it can be seen 
that Mt. 24: 37-43 refers to the great judg- 
ment at Armagedon, when the wide national 
a carnage is devoured by the birds of heaven. 
‘o. IV. Mid-tribulational Rapture ® vr eee % ore Cet. 
. Ne be a ye “GT. 
5 A. View SS bia 2 ae rE 
This view, also known as the "pre-wrath rapture", ids Christ aa 70 Vents, 
<- ing His saints in the middle of Daniel's seventieth week. Thus, 
Christians undergo three and a half years of the seventieth week 
= (which many adherents deny is tribulation at all--which makes the 
above title inaccurate), but believers are raptured before the last 
= three and a half years of the seventieth week, which years hold the 
fa wrath of God or even the true tribulation. Thus, while believers 
may go through the seal judgments and even the trumpet judgments, 
_ they will escape the wrath of God in the bowl judgments. 


B. Adherents 


-~ J.O. Buswell, N. B. Harrison, etc. 


- 73 


C. Arguments 
1. The following post-tribulational arguments are also employed by 
the mid-tribulationalists. 


a. The theological argument th€t_imminency>is impossible. 


om b. ~The prophetic argument that tribulation was prophesied for 


eas church (only used by those who accept the entire seven- 


= tieth week as a seven year tribulation, not by those who have 
only a three and a half year tribulation, obviously. ) 
2. II Thes. 2:1-12 describes seventieth week signs (i.e., the reve- 
~ lation of antichrist and the apostasy) which signal the coming 
day of the Lord. Thus, before the Day of the Lord is the first 
- half of the seventieth week. 
2 3 ectatune oF tie seal and trumpet judgments does not involve 
God's wrath, b e man's and Satan's doing. . 
a 
ad Objections. . 
a. All the judgments are carried out by God's angels, as Christ 
- takes back the world from man and Satan. 
b. Rev. 6:16-17 plainly makes the early judgments part of "the 
wrath of the Lamb." (cf. Mt. 24:8) 
aoe c. Rev. 11:18 says of the early judgments, "Thy wrath came." 


d. Rev. 7:4£f. has the 144 thousand sealed by God for protec- 
tion before the trumpets. 
e. Rev. 4-11 never mentions the "church". ? 


-~ 4. In every instance where the length of the tribulation is given 


, . -« Fy 


it is three and a half years. 
a. Expressed as the last half of a seven year period (Dan. 9:27). 
b. Expressed as "a time" (one year), "times" (two years), and 
"half a time" (half year) (Dan. 7:25; 12:7; Rev. 12:14). 
ss c. pecpeesen as forty-two months (Rev. 13:5). 


d. Expressed 1,260 days (Rev. 11:3; 12:6). 


e. Expressed as "the great tribulation" (Mt. 24:21, 15 f. Dan. 9:27). 
5. Mt. 24:8-9 describes the time before the abomination of desolation 
as "the beginning of birth pangs" and the time afterward as "tri- 
-_ bulation". 
D. Evaluation 
ee 


This view offers much to consider but (TO BE DISCUSSED) 
er ee 
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V. Pre-tribulational View 


A. View 


“~~ 
a 

o~ 
a 

B. 

~~ CG S 
-~ 
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1.This view puts the rapture before the seventieth week of Daniel, 


holding that the entire seventieth weelcontain the wrath of God which 


the church will be spared. 


2.Thus, the next event to occur (without any necessary preliminary events ) 


is the rapture of Christ's church. This means Christ's coming is im- 


Minent. 


3.A second phase of Christ's coming is after the tribulation when He 


comes with (not for) His church for the world. This consummation 
of the second coming (or simply, "the second coming advent") is there- 


fore not imminent. 


Adherents 
Most dispensationalists, c.g., R. Pache, D.J. Pentecost, J. Walvoord,etc. 
— 
Arguments 
las Gnaphase of the coming of the Lord is imminent (while the tribu- 
lation itself is never so presented). 
FILL IN THE APPROPRIATE WORDS FROM THE FOLLOWING PASSAGES. 
a: 2 Con, 227" AwAr TVG cacetis! the reve- 
lation of our Lord Jesus Christ". 
b. Ti. 2:13 (MEMeRY) "_ LeokiG Fo2. the blessed 
hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and 


Savior, Christ Jesus". 


The church is promised deliverance from the 


a. 


Phil. 3:20-21 "For our citizenship is in heaven, from which 
also we (Ate) WAT for a Savior... who will 
transform the body...." 
Jas. 5:7-9 "... for the coming of the Lord is AT 

AND _.... the judge is standing MAGN AT 
The ~ Dost Pai 


See also Mt. 24:42-44; Rom. 13:11-13; I John 3:1-3 (MEMORY) 
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Even the ancient Christian greeting "Maranatha" (I Cor. 16:22), 


"Lord come!’ suggests the early belief in imminency. 
The nature of the tribulation 
MATCH EACH OF THE FOLLOWING SCRIPTURES WITH THE TERM THEY 


USE TO DESCRIBE AND CHARACTERIZE THE TRIBULATION. 


1). Jer. 30:7 Ee Xa Tribulation 
2). Joel: 2:2 > Ws. Testing 

3): Mt. 24221 my eo Judgment 
4). Rev. 3:10 B >& Darkness 
5)..° sa. 26520 eS x. Distress 
6). Isa... 26221 £. Punishment 
7). Rev. 6:16-17 a g. Indignation 
8). Rev. 14:7 he «6OWrath 


It is from this very disasterous time of judgment (which 


has no purpose for the church =a that the church 


is promised escape. 


FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH THE APPROPRIATE WORDS 
1) I Thes. 1:10 (MEMORY ) "..His Son..., who delivers 


us from “NE LjZAT TT Coy 


"a 


2) I Thes. 5:9 "For God has not destined us for ({s@AiK ---- 
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3) Rev. 3:10 (MEMORY) "... I also will @SGh you from 


the 


a) 


b) 


c) 


d) 


Hee C ts NO aves 


The tribulation comes upon "the whole world," making es- 
cape impossible while in the world. 

The tribulation does not test the church but "those who 
dwell upon the earth" (a technical term used to describe 
the world of unbelievers, cf. Rev. 6:10; 8:13; 11:10, etc.). 
It is not merely testing that the church is promised es- 
cape from, but "the hour of testing," i.e., the time period 


of the test (the tribulation). 


Kw 


The exact words "keep...from" are found only in 


John 17:15. WHAT OBJECTION TO SEEING A RAPTUE AT ALL IN 
THESE WORDS CAN BE MADE FROM JOHN 17:15 AND HOW MIGHT THIS 


BE ANSWERED (TO BE DISCUSSED). 


Rev .2:to - res 1 MEAT CeamrocB)> FC. CoRR 


bev. 310 
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I Thes. 3:13 declares that Christ comes not for His saints but with 
them; therefore, believers have to have been with their Lord before 


His advent (see Rev. 19:11 ff). This means a pre-tribulational rapture. 


Just as the 0.T. did not clearly discriminate two phases in the coming 
of Messiah, so too the final coming can easily be thought of as com- 
prised of dual phases not clearly distinguished. 

While the Bible clearly mentions that in the tribulation there will 
be Jews (Jer. 30:7; Rev. 7:4-8) and gentiles (Isa. 34:2; Rev. 3:10), 
it nowhere makes any kind of reference to the church in the tribula- 
tion (note that the church dominates Rev. 1-3, but is completely ab- 
sent in Rev. 4-19). 

No suitable purpose for the church's presence in the tribulation can 
be supplied. 

John 14:2 speaks of preparing a place for the church in the "Father's 
house", and 14:3 promises, "I will come and receive you to Myself; 
that where I am there you may be also". This suggests a coming to 
get the church to take it to heaven not just in the air. 

Two very serious problems face the advocates of post-tribulationalism, 


which are no issues for the pre-tribulational position. 


b. 
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The judgment of the sheep and goats fits quite naturally 
within the time period of the end of the tribualtion. But 
post-tribs must put the separation of righteous peoples 
among the nations at the end of the kingdom--why must this 
be done and why is it difficult to put this judgment at the 


end of the kingdom (read Mt. 25:31-46) (TO BE DISCUSSED). 


A 
ee, a 


NAT. BoD 


The Bible prophesies the existence of those in the kingdor who 
will have only natural bodies (Isa.65:20; Rev. 20:7-9). 
Pre-tribulationalism has those righteous people of the tribu- 
lation period who are alive at its end enter the kingdom in 
their earthly bodies. Where does post-tribulationalism get 
natural-bodied people? Only believers may enter the kingdom 
(Zech. 14:16; Mt. 22:2-14; 25:31-34) and at the rapture all 
believers are either resurrected or transformed (I Cor. 15: 
51-53), leaving none in natural bodies if the rapture occurs 


after the tribulation. 
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9° A non-dispensationalist system of theology leads quite naturally ) 


to a post-tribulational view of the rapture. Why? (TO BE DISCUSSED) 
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Resurrection 


One of the most critically appraised teachings of the Christian religion 
is that of resurrection. Much of one's attitude toward resurrection results 


from one's theology of the body itself. 


The Apostle Paul had gained a questioning audience at Athens. Having 
covered some teaching on God and His demands upon man, the apostle declared 
Jesus the judge of all men. That Jesus is the Father's appointed judge is 
proved, according to Paul, "by raising Him from the dead" (Acts 17:31). At 
this mentioning of the resurrection, Paul's audience immediately disbanded 
with sneers and jeers. For this audience the body was viewed as the spirit's 


prison, not its home. 


The Corinthians too had problems with resurrection teaching. But their 
problem concerned more the resurrection of believers than that of Christ 
(cf. I Cor. 15:35 ff.). Christians today also have difficulties with the idea 


of resurrection. 


Did the 0.T. teach on resurrection or is it a "new" doctrine? What rela- 
tionship is there between Jesus' resurrection and the resurrection of His 
followers? When is the resurrection of believers? How are they resurrected? 
And why? Finally, what kind of body is the resurrection body? These are 


some of the issues to be dealt with in this section. 


Resurrection in the O.T. 


Does the 0.T. teach a resurrection? 


— 


| 
| 
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I. Resurrection in the 0O.T. 


A. Historical risings from the dead 


FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH THE WORDS FROM EACH PASSAGE. 


1. 


In I Kings 17:20-22 tUWAH asked God to give life to a 
widow's dead son, and (according to v. 22) "the ,i-[ of the 


child returned to him and he fPEViLED nm 


In II Kings 4:32-36 ELISNA prayed for a Shunammite's dead 


son, and (according to v. 34) "the flesh of the child became 


War." 


In, II Kings 13:21 when a dead man's carcass touched the bones 


ef CLUSH "he FEVIVED and stood up on his feet". 


Similarly, Abraham was willing to sacrifice Isaac (Gen. 22:5) 


because he believed God would revive his son (see Heb. 11:19). 


While these dead-risings do declare the truth that God can and 

does give life to the dead, they are, in fact, less than true 

resurrections. 

a. These are resuscitations (or revived lives), but do not mani- 
fest a new quality of living as does resurrection living. 

b. And all of those who were revived eventually died a second 
time and so did not possess true eternal life. 

c. No one was truly resurrected before Jesus, who was "the first 


fruits of those who are asleep" (I Cor. 15:20). 
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d. For resuscitations in the N.T., see Luke 7:11-18; Mt. 9:18-19; 


23-26; Un. 11:43. 


B. Prophetic prospects of resurrection 
1. In a statement of faith, Job declares (in Job 19: 25-27), "Even 
after my skin is flayed, yet Tie (use marginal reading) 
my flesh I shall SEE God.... whom my CYES 
shall see and not another." 
2. In Ps. 16:9-11, the Psalmist declares that, "My FLESN 
also will dwell securely"; and in Ps. 17:15 he says to God, "I 


will be satisfied with Thy likeness when I AWAKE ae 


a. In Acts 2:24-28 Peter applies the Psalmist's words to Sf. ; 


b. Thus, not only did the Psalmist see his own, but also the 
Messiah's resurrection. 
3. One of the clearest proclamations of resurrection is found in 
Isa. 26:19 (MEMORY). 
4. See also Dan. 12:1-3, 13; Hos. 13:14. 
5. Clearly the 0.T. knows of resuscitation and resurrection--both 


of the Messiah and His people. 


II. N.T. Progression On Resurrection Theology 
A. The resurrection of Christ 


1. The importance of Christ's resurrection cannot be overstressed. 


2. Paul says, "if Christ has not been raised...your faith is also vain" 
(I Cor. 15:14). If Christ has not been resurrected, then there is 


no salvation, 
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3. Chronology of the resurrection 
a. Whether Christ was crucified on Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday 
(each view has its own supporters), it is certain He was raised 
on Sunday (cf. Mt. 28:1; Mk. 16:2; Jn. 20:1,19). 


= b. Thus, Sunday becomes the day of worship (Acts 20:7; I Cor. 16:2). 


4, Power of the resurrection 

a. According to Rom. 4:24; 10:9 the Father raised Jesus. 

b. But according to Rom. 8:11, the Father used the instrumentality 
io of the Spirit. The Spirit is the giver of resurrection life 


to people in the new age. 


~«~ 
¥ c. The resurrection of Christ is a completely unique claim of the 
Christian faith, unknown in all other religions and philosophies. 
d. I Pet. 1:3 declares that it is Christ's resurrection life that 
oe is now being shared with His people of the new age in their re- 
generation. 
B. The resurrection of mankind 
ae 1. Two kinds of resurrection 
FILL IN THE BLANKS FROM THE PASSAGES BELOW 
= a. Even the 0.T. looked forward to two different kinds of resurrec- 


/ 


tion. According to Dan. 12:2 some will awake "to 


F 
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Lifts " and others will awake "to ‘piS@fAce 
AND yu Astwy CHOTIS~PT _". 
¢ b. The N.T. further amplifies on these two resurrections. 
«& ‘eC 1) Td :28-29 {REF) Jesus is declared to be the Lord 


of all resurrections. The good are raised by Christ to 
"a resurrection of Li = " and the evil to "a 
resurrection of NJudtcae at ae 

2) In Rev. 20:4-5 the righteous "..; came to life and reigned 


with Christ for a thousand years. ‘ The rest of the dead 


did not come to life until (RE Ted 
Vets were Ca fUETEID "Thus, 


this is ‘the first resurrection", because it précedes the 


resurrection to judgment. 


2. The different phases of resurrection 
a. Scripture offers no indication that there are different times 


or phases within the resurrection to condemnation. 


bE cor, 15:29 (REF) sgvs of the resurrection to life, "But 


each in his own O?g = W. 


1) The Greek word for "order" (tagma) was a military term 


used to describe the bodies of troops, e.g., a company, 


{ 
t 


division, or detachment. 


2) It is used here to depict the different phases in the 


resurrection to life. 
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zi 3) Two general phases are mentioned 
—_— Se 
a)-"Christ the first fruits" 
_b)}—"'those who are Christ's" 
ee he ——— 
c. Phases in the resurrection to life 
= MATCH THE SCRIPTURE AND TIME TO THOSE BEING RESURRECTED 
1) I Cor. 15:20--Ist century A.D. Cc 
2) -Mt. 27:52-53--shortly after Christ's resurrection c 
-~ 3) I Thes. 4:16--at the rapture A\ 
4) I Cor. 15:52--after the dead in Christ rise. dD 
r2) 
5): Dan. 12:1-2--after the tribulation cr 
Pa \ 6) Rev. 20:4-5--after the tribulation cS 
7) Assumed--after the millennium 6 
ne einai. 


b. Natural-bodied people from the millennium. 

Se Cartsts-the-first fests. 
_ e. Some 0.T, saints to _venifyChrist's-resurrection. 
f- Righteous dead from Israel. 


g. Dead believers of the tribulation. 


d. The resurrection to judgment 
1) Time--Rev. 20:5--after the millennium 


2) Result--Rev. 20:6,11-15--the second death 
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III. Nature of The Body in The Resurrection to Life 


A. 


With what kind of body will those belonging to Christ live in the 


eternal future? 


The Corinthians challenged Paul with this same question (I Cor. 15:35). 


The apostle writes the remainder of I Cor. 15 (vv. 36-58) in response. 


b. 


of the resurrection body with the natural body. 
v.36=-like seed that brings a crop, so is the natural body, 
whose death brings the resurrection body. 

This continuity suggests that one's new body will be recognized 


by loved ones from knowledge of the old body. 


2. Discontinuity of the resurrection body with the natural body. 
ae a«<«,« 


a. 


vv. 37-38--yet the seed sown (natural body) is not truly the 
crop reaped (resurrection body). The old body merely con- 
tains the potentiality for the new body. God actually be- 
stows the new body. 

This discontinuity points out that even though the natural 

and resurrection bodies have certain undefined resemblances, 
they also are unlike each other in certain respects. Some 

of these differences are spelled out in the following verses. 
FILL IN THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NEW BODY FROM THE FOLLOWING 
VERSES OF I COR. 15. 


1) v.42b [m4ee NABLE ,» i-e., it will never expire 


and be corrupted. 
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2) v.43a Cory >» i.e., its appearance and func- 
tions will manifest the glory of God. 


3) v.43b PR pale >» i.e., it will have divinely 


supplied strength in the physical and moral realms. 


4) vv. 44-50 uFE Che SFiLir; what is a "spiritual body"? 


(TO BE DISCUSSED IN CLASS) 
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3. Diversity among different resurrection bodies 
a. vv. 38-42a--God loves diversity (as can be seen in all crea- 
tion); therefore, there will be many marvellous differences 
among the resurrected. 


4. Comparison with the resurrection body of Christ 
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F)\says that Christ will "...transform our 


lowly a ¢ COW Cot abd ¥ PASE TRS 


b. While the whole is not known of Christ's glorious body, 
the following can be discerned. 
1) It somewhat resembled His natural body (Luke. 24:3la). 
2) It was able to enjoy the physical (Luke 24:30). 


3) It was able to transcend the physical (Luke 24:31b). 


5. What of those who die early, live long, or are deformed in their 
bodies? Must they live in the eternal future in a baby's body, 


an ancient body, or a deformed body? (TO BE DISCUSSED IN CLASS) 
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ESCHATOLOGICAL JUDGMENT 


The subject of God's judgment His creatures (men and angels) is one 
not normally dwelled upon today. We are in an age that "eliminates the nega- 
tive and accentuates the positive") therefore "let's talk of God's love, not 
His justice" is a watchword. 

But the just judgment of God fis an essential part of His person and plan. 
And it is important to understand{ accept, and make known the eschatological 
judgment of God. But this is no simple task! 

Who is to be judged by God? 


In fact, what is the standard of/judgment God will use? 


>, 
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THE TERM "JUDGMENT" 


What does Judgment mean? 


When are they judged? And why are they judged? 


II. The 


Term "Judgment" 
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In its basic sense "to judge" (krino in the Greek) means "to separate, 


distinguish, select," (cf. Rom. 14:5, one man regards [i.e., distin- 


guishes, krino] one day above another"). 


Judgment, then, involves an intelligent and deliberate choice to distin- 


guish or select, either negatively (for condemnation) or positively 


(for reward), certain persons on the basis of some selected standard. 


It is a legal decision bearing some consequence. 


Judgment Seat of Christ 


Terminology of the Judgment 


Ae 


The words "judgment seat" come from the Greek bema, which was the 


"tribunal" or "judgment bench" of the ancient court. 


WHOSE "JUDGMENT BENCH" IS DESCRIBED WITH BEMA IN THE FOLLOWING 


PASSAGES? 

i 
a. Jn. 19:13 SS - Piste 
b. Acts 18:22 IVLS——- Gu 


e. Acts 25:4-5 Pav S Naor DS 
4, toe cee. PRL's — Cre 


This is the judgment seat or bema of Christ (II Cor. 5:10) 


a. It is the Christ (not Caesar, etc.) who is the judge who sits 


at this tribunal. 


B. 
a 

3 c. 
_ D. 
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b. The Son of God is the Judge of judges, the One to whom all 
Judgment has been given (Jn. 5:22,27,20) 
ce. Because the Son judges for the Father, this bema is also 


known as "the judgment seat of God" (Rom. 14:10). 


Participants of the Judgment 

1. The Judge, according to the very title this Judgment bears, is 
Christ 

2. In both contexts where the Judgment seat of Christ or God is men- 
tioned, the Judgment involves "we all" (Rom. 14:10; II Cor. 5:10), 
which seems to mean only believers. 

3. If I Cor. 3:1-15 describes this same judgment, then it would con- 


firm that only believers are judged at the bema of Christ. 


Time of the Judgment 

1. Since when Christ returns to earth with His saints they seem to have 
already been Judged for their righteous deeds (Rev. 19:8), it would 
Seem that Christ's bema occurs before His second advent. 

2. Judgment for rewards is associated with resurrection (according to 
Luke 14:14) and the believer's resurrection takes place at the rap- 
ture (I Thes. 4:13-17). The bema of Christ must occur at the 


rapture of the Church. 


Place of the Judgment 


The exact locale where this judgment is held is not made explicit. 


be 
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Presumably it might best be thought of as taking place in heaven, per- 
haps before the Great White Throne (Rev. 20:11-12), which could serve 


as the tribunal. 


Purpose of the Judgment 

1. Since only believers are involved in the bema of Christ, it does 
not determine salvation. 
FILL IN THE FOLLOWING BLANKS FROM EACH SCRIPTURE 
a. Jn. 5:24(MEMORY)--"he who...has eternal life...does not come 


into Ded , but _| A puohtd out of death 


into life". 


b. Rom. 8:l--"There is therefore now “d eee. 


ee 


for those who are in Christ Jesus" 

2. Still the bema of Christ may well be construed as the event whereby 
the believer's eternal salvation is confirmed and verified by his 
works (see H. Ridderbos, Paul pp. 78-81; 551-56). 

a. I Cor. 3:15 speaks of such a confirmation of salvation at the 
bema of Christ. 

b. This would account for such difficult passages as I Cor. 9:27, 
where Paul speaks of Christian disqualification as a hypothe- 
tical alternative to final confirmation in the faith. 

c. James also allows some kind of final confimation by works of 


one's salvation-faith. 
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Besides possibly confirming the salvation which is by faith, the 
bema of Christ is the place where evaluation and reward for Christian 
labor is handled. 
a. II Cor. 5:10 makes it clear that the deeds performed while in 
the natural body are the focus. 
1) Some of these deeds are "good" and so are given a reward by 
the grace of Christ. 
2) Others are "bad" (phaulos not kakos) or "worthless" and so 
go unrewarded. 
b. I Cor. 3:13 says that the day of Yahweh will bring a test of 
"the quality of each man's work." Rewards are determined on the 


basis of the kind of works done in this life. 


The Nature of Divine Rewards 


1. 


II Cor. 5:10 speaks of a Christian as being "recompensed for his 
deeds in the body". 

I Cor. 3:14 mentions only that the Christian servant "shall receive 
a reward". 

Mt. 25:23 speaks of rewards in terms of ruling authority 

(cf. Luke 19:17). 

More frequently God's rewards for faithfulness are spoken of in 
terms of crowns. 


PUT IN THE KIND OF CROWN DESCRIBED IN THE FOLLOWING PASSAGES 


a. II Tim. 4:8 "the crown of GND OWES th. 
b. I Thes. 2:19 "crown of EX UEIATIDN w, 
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c. Rev. 2:10 "the crown of LAFE wi. 


= d. I Pet. 5:4 "crown of Cause UP 


me 5. Are these eschatological crowns to be seen as literal crowns worn 
on the head? Or, are these crowns symbolical? What are the rewards 


given at the bema of Christ? (TO BE DISCUSSED) 
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Purifications For the Kingdom 


A. 


The Judgment of Living Israel 


i. 


Purpose 

a. To determine the truly saved Israel, "For they are not all 
Israel who are descended from Israel" (Rom. 9:6). 

b. THIS JUDGMENT ANSWERS TO TWO MYSTERY PARABLES OF MT. 13--WHICH 
ONES? 
1. 
Ze 

Participants 

a. The Judge is "the bridegroom" (Mt. 25:5), “Lord (Mt. 25 3h) 
"the master" (Mt. 25:19), all of whom symbolize Christ. 

b. When the righteous dead of Israel are resurrected for kingdom 
life (Dan. 12:1-2), then the living of Israel are separated 


into two groups: saved and ae | eB. 


c. After Israel is regathered from the world they are judged 
(Ezk. 20:34-35; Mt. 24:31; Mt. 25:1-30). 


Time 


_a. Following the chronology of Mt. 24-25, the following schedule 


is derived. 

1) The tribulation--Mt. 24:4-26 

2) The parousia (second advent)--Mt. 24:27-30 
3) The regathering of the select--Mt. 24:31 
4) The judgment of Israel--Mt. 25:1-30 


5) The judgment of the gentiles--Mt. 25:31-46 


~ OT 


b. Thus, following the regathering, living Israel is judged to 


determine who will enter the kingdom. 


Place: according to Ezk. 20:34-35 Israel will be judged in "the 


wilderness of the peoples," which not further delineated. 


Basis (Mt. 25:1-30; Ezk. 20:37-38; Mal. 3:2-3,5) 


a. Works, as is always the case in biblical judgments, reveals 


b. 


faith. 


The life reveals the spiritual condition. 


Outcome 


a. 


Unsaved living Jews will be removed from the world and confined 
in Gchennah. (Ezk. 20:38; Mt. 25:30). 

Saved living Jews will enter the kingdom in their natural 
bodies (which will later be transformed, probabiy at the White 


Throne event of Rev. 20) (Ezk. 20:37; Mt. 25:10). 


Judgment of living gentiles 


Purpose 

a. To determine who among the living gentiles is righteous and so 
might enter the kingdom. 

b. This judgment, like the previous one, answers to the parables o1 
the dragnet and tares of Mt. 13. 

Participants 


a. The Judge is Saw of suds) according to Mt. 25:31. 


b. The judged are ail living gentiles in the nations. The dead 


believing gentiles would presumably be resurrected with Israel 


sometime after the tribulation. 
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a. See III, A, 3, a above 
b. According to Joel 3:1-2 the time of this judgment is when God 


restores "the fortunes of ~jrA4t and ~B2ZOUMLEW. AL 


i.e., at the time when the kingdom begins (also see Mt. 25,8 3M) 


Place 

a. Again, according to Joel 3:1-2, this judgment will take place 
at the Vac of so NAPIAT 

b. This valley is not identified in the Bible. 

Basis 

a. Joel 3:2 declares that this judgment is "On behalf of My people 
and My inheritance, Israel", who has been scattered among the 
nations. 

b. Rev. 7:2-8 makes it plain that God will separate a large segment 
of Israel for some special purpose. 

e.. Thus, in Mt/ 25:40 ,45 Jesus sees evidence of gentile salvation 
in the way they treated his "brothers" during a time when they 
are persecuted. These brothers appear to be Jesus' Jewish 
believing brothers, perhaps those sealed for the tribulation. 

Outcome 

a. Mt. 25:41--those oo their absence of faith by mistreating 
the brethren are deemed to be "goats" and Jesus tells them, 


"Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire," j.e-, 


they are sent ot Gehennah. 
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b. Mt. 25:34--those who revealed their faith by their works are 
called "sheep" and Jesus tells these,"Come, you who are blessed 
of My Father, inherit the kingdom". 

ec. Kingdom participation by the gentiles is an ancient 0.T. pre- 
diction--Dan. 7:14, Mic. 4:2. This all goes back to Gen.12:1-3, 
where God promises to bless those among the nations who bless 


Abraham's seed. 


IV. The Last Judgment 


A. 


Terminology 

1. This terminology is defended on two grounds 
a. This judgment is the last known one to take place in God's plan. 
b. It is also referred to in scripture as the last (eschatos) or 

last day judgment (see Jn. 12:48). 

2. It is also referred to as the Great White Throne Judgment, because 
the Judge is said to sit on such a throne (Rev. 20:21). 

Time 

According to the account in the Revelation, the last Judgment occurs 

after the millennium phase of the kingdom (Rev. 20:5, 12-13), but before 

the new heavens and earth (Rev. 21). 

Place 

1. Just where the last judgment will be set up is not explicitly stated 


in the Bible. 


3. But since all the living have been residing on earth with Christ the 
king, perhaps a throne is established on earth itself. 
Participants 
1. The Judge is again~ {js Don ) according to Jn. 5:22, and not the 
Father. 
2. The judged are described as "the dead, the great and the small," 
which when analyzed in context has no clear reference to the righteous. 
a. Likewise Jn. 12:48 speaks only of unbelievers 
b. With the millennium just preceding this Judgment, it would be 
hard to put believers in any of the categories mentioned: 1) the 
dead, 2) the dead in the sea, 3) the dead in hades. 
c. The only destiny mentioned is the lake of fire. 
3. It is possible that the evaluation of the deeds of the righteous 
in natural bodies as well as their resurrection occurs here also. 
Basis 
1. Judgment on the basis that one's works reveal one's heart was true 
in the 1) Judgment seat of Christ, 2) Judgment of Israel, 3) Judgment 
of gentiles, 4) and here in the final Judgment. 
2. In fact, this is the only known biblical standard for judgment. 
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If this great white throne is the throne of God, then heaven itself 


would be the location of this judgment (cf. Rev. 4:6). 


SL OL 


FILL IN THE KEY WORDS FROM THE FOLLOWING PASSAGES 


Job 34:11 says the God "pays a man according to his (4 


Psalms 62:12, "Thou dost Recon ey BE a man according 


to his Look We 


Prov. 24:12, "And will He not Param to man according 


to his | ASC 1. 


Jeremiah 32:19 speaks of God "giving to every one according to 


his {AVS and according to the Fou hom 
NIG DEEDS" 


Mt. 16:27 says, "the Son of Man...will then RBco ASE 


every man according to his deeds". 


Rom. 2:6, "who will Reppet. to every man according to his 


deeds". 


II Cor. 5:10, "that each one may be Reco tENSEY for 
his Dees XS ue 


. . At the last judgment two books are used to judge. One seems to 


confirm the other. 


a. 


.The standard declaration is made "the dead were judged from the 


things which were written in the books, according to their 
deeds" (Rev. 20:12). 

Rev. 20:13, "and they were judged, every one of them according 
to their deeds". 

Yet, the concluding statement in Rev. 20:15 is "And if anyone's 
name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown 


into the lake of fire". 


x 202 


d. What is the book of life? How is one's name entered in this 


book? To have one's name removed fromh the book of itd (see 


Ps. 69:28), does this refer to a loss of salvation? (TO BE 


DISCUSSED) 
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Vv. Angelic Judgment 
A. Time 
l. The specific time of the judgment of angels is unspecified, unless 

Rev. 20:10 can be used. 

a. In Rev. 20:10 Satan's final judgment is said to be after the 
post-millennial rebellion on earth. The text says only, "the 
devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire". 

. b. Since Mt. 25:41 speaks of "the eternal fire which has been 
prepared for the devil and his angels", it is likely that not 


only the devil, but his angels are immersed into the eternal 


fire in Rev. 20:10. 


—_ 


2. This seems to be a further development of the haad bruising of the 


tempter in Gen. 3:15 


C. N.T. development 
1. Angels in chains now in a prison of darkness awaiting further pun- 
ishment are mentioned in Job 6; II Pet. 2:4. 
2. Some would see these rebellious spirits as those mentioned in Gen.6: 
1-4. This latter passage tells of a forbidden union between "the 


sons of God'' and "the daughters of men". 
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3. This would be brought up to the tribunal at the angelic judgment. 


5 = 


D. The participants 


1. According to I Cor. 6:3, Paul asks the Corinthians, "Do you not 


know that we shall 2a 


a. 


Christian participation in this angelic judgment in no way 
violates the principle that Christ is always God's Judge. 
Evidently, the Lord is going to permit His saints to share in 


His judging work, much as He will in His ruling work. 


105 
The Parousia 


The parousia is tile coming", i.e., the coming of Christ--the second advent. 
In contrast with His first coming, when Jesus comes again, it will be with great 


power and glory. 


Under the subject of the rapture, we have already discussed the first aspect 
of His coming: His coming for His saints. The parousia is the actual return of 


Christ with His saints for the world or the second element in the coming of Christ. 


Terminology 


What terms depict the second advent? 
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I. Terminology of Christ's Coming 


A. The Day of the Lord (I Thes. 1:10). 


1. The period of Yahweh's intervention into human history. 


2. Especially a day of judgment (Zech. 14:1-4). 


Parousia, “presence, coming" (Mt. 24: 3,27,37,39) 


1. Technically this term was used to depict the visit to a land of a high 


ranking dignitary. 


2. Sometimes rapture is in view (I Thes. 4:15), while other times the ac- 


tual second advent is meant (II Thes. 2:8) by this term. 
Apokalypsis , “nevelation, unveiling" (I Cor. 1:7). 


1. The revealing of Christ at His second advent has given title to the 
last book in the N.T. (Rev. 1:1). 


2. It expresses the disclosure and unveiling of great glory associated 


with Christ's coming. 
Epiphaneia, "appearing" (II Thes. 2:8). 
1. This word stresses the visible manifestation of Christ when He comes. 
2. See Mt. 24:26-27 
Erchomai, "to come" (Mt. 24:30). 


This less technical term emphasizes the actual arrival of Christ to earth. 
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F. Phangnes. "to manifest"" (Col. 3:4). 
Reference here is to the appearance itself of the coming Christ. 
II. Time of Christ's Coming 
A. Postmillennial 


1. Christ will return to earth bodily after the millennial concept is 
finished. 


2. Position of postmillennialists and amillennialists. 
B. Premillennial 
1. Christ will return before the millennium in order to establish it. 
2. Position of dispensationalists and covenantal premillennialists. 
C. Data 
is Christ comes ee the great tribulation (Mt. 24:29-30). 
2. Sait comes after the gospel is spread worldwide (Mt. 24:14). 
3. Christ comes to a wicked world (II Tim. 3:1-5). 


4, Christ comes to a world where faith will be greatly diminished, if 
existent at all (Lk. 18:8). 


5. Christ comes to a world filled with national strife and distress in 


6. Christ comes to kill with the sword of His mouth (Rev. 19:11-21). 


) I 


Pit. 
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7. Christ comes to raise the dead and reign for a thousand years (Rev. 


20:1-6). 


8. Conclusion: A premillennial view of Christ's parousia best fits with 


a literal interpretation of the N.T. 
Nature of Christ's Return 
MATCH THE SCRIPTURE WITH ITS DESCRIPTION OF THE PAROUSIA 


A. Visible to all 1. Mt. 24:30 

B. Reversal of ascension 2. I Thes. 3:13 

C. Glorious power 8... Rew. Lid 

D. With angels hs IMG. 25k61 

E. With saints 5... Acts Ls il 
6 


F. To the Mount of Olives Zech. 14:4 (Acts 1:11-12) 


F es =T2IR — Tro Comes & 4ESUS 
Fe. CHueld = eu f CAVECK 
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V. REGARDING THIS SECTION ON PAROUSIA 


‘A. I DID MY WORK” 
_ |B. I THINK IT COULD BE IMPROVED BY 


C. I APPRECIATED THE FOLLOWING | 


) 1 
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ao Abodes of the Dead 


Death in the Bible is never extinction of the person; but rather, the separa- 
tion of the person from this world and body. Such a definition for physical death 


brings on the problem: Where do the spirits of the dead reside until resurrection? 


Do the spirits of the departed go into an unconscious sleep until resurrec- 


sd tion? Do they go to hades? hell? Or do our spirits go to heaven at death? 


UWS LE CEMAIEBD TD uive 


- On EARTH ~~ Eev Rewe 
EEA AGES | 
aN —— 
"Soul Sleep" 


-~ Does the spirit go to sleep? 
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I. Soul Sleep 


A. Defined as the teaching that between physical death and resurrection the 


personal spirit of man slumbers in an unconscious state. 


B. Objections to soul sleep 
1. Scripture teaches disembodied consciousness (see Rev. 6:9-11; I Sam. 
28:15fF; Lk. 16:19-31). 


2. The term "sleep" is used only to describe the beiiever's body, never 
the: human spirit (cf. Mt. 27:52; Jn. ll:11; Acts 13:36). This is’ be- 


cause the body will awake from the grave. 


3. PAUL SAID HE HAD "THE DESIRE TO (=fAICX_ , AND BE WITH CHI" 
pn (PHIL. 1:23), PRESUMABLY IN CONSCIOUS BLISS. | 


4, IN II COR. §:8, PAUL SAID THAT HE PREFERRED "RATHER TO BE ABSENT FROM 
PE ses >» AND TO BE WITH 
." AGAIN A CONSCIOUS AWARENESS OF CHRIST IS IMPLIED. 


II. Sheol 
: A. Sheol is a Hebrew term. It is translated as "sheol, hell, pit, grave" in 
: different Bibles. 


'C. It is symbolized by the grave (Job 17:13; Ps. 6:5). 


D. It is held to be subterranean (Pr. 15:24) and filled with darkness 
\ (Job 10:21). 


TEL. 


IV. 


E. 


IEE 


But it is not a final abode. 


Hades (popularly anglicized to "hell') 


A. 


a 


Hades is a Greek word found in the 0.T. (LXX) for sheol and so is the Greek 


equivalent for the Hebrew idea of sheol. 


Luke 16:23-26 seems to reveal that Hades (and sheol) kept the righteous and 
unrighteous dead separated, with the latter suffering some kind of torment 


and the former enjoying paradise. 


IN LK. 23:43 JESUS PROMISED THE THIEF BEING CRUCIFIED NEXT TO HIM "TODAY 
YOU SHALL BE WITH ME IN THA (C&S "AND THAT DAY JESUS KENT TO 
"IN THE NEAT ak TRE, thei " (Mt. 12:40). This 


means that paradise, like Hades (Mt. 11:23), was in the depth of the earth. 


1. WHEN PAUL LATER SPOKE OF HIS RAPTURE TO PARADISE HE SAYS THAT "HE WAS 
CAUGHT TO PARADISE" (II COR. 12:4). 


2. This means that paradise has evidently changed locations--from hades 
to heaven. AND THIS IS CONFIRMED BY PAUL IN II COR. 12:2 WHERE PAUL 
SAYS THAT HIS ASCENT CARRIED HIM TO " 


"(see also Rev. 6:9). This transfer probably occurred when 
Christ ascended to heaven. 


Gehenna 


A. 


Gehenna is a Greek transliteration of two Hebrew terms: ge (or gai) 


"valley" and Hinnon which is the valley's name (Jer. 7:31). 


The valley of Hinnon was the place where fire was worshipped (i.e., Molech-- 
I Kings 11:7; II Kings 16:3) and where refuse and garbage were dumped and 


burned. Thus, defilement and perpetual fire became associated with gehin- 
non. 
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C. In the N.T., gehenna is the place of human punishment. 


1. It is the place of unquenchable fire (Mt. 5:22) and never-dying worms _ 
(Mk. 9:45-48). 


2. Perhaps the 0.T., at Isa. 66:24, describes gehenna when it speaks of 


unquenchable fire and the worm that dies not. 


D. The identity of gehenna 
1. Some make gehenna equivalent to the lake of fire, since both stress 


fiery torment. 


é 2. But it is more likely that gehenna is the negative area of hades or 


sheol. 


a. It is the place where the unrighteous dead reside (Mt. 10:28; Mk. 
9:43). 


b. It is the negative alternative to entering God's kingdom (Mt. 25:34; 
Mk. 9:47-48), and so is to be seen as in operation when the kingdom 
is, and not merely after the millennium (as is true with the lake 
of fire (see Rev. 20). 

c. R. H. Charles sees this identification of gehenna with sheol in 
some of the intertestamental Jewish literature, e.g., I Enoch 91-104; 
Psalms of Solomon (Eschatology, p. 293). 

V. Shahat (Hebrew) And Abyss (Greek) 


A. These are often translated "pit". 


B. The former emphasizes human corruption and decay (Job 33:24; Ps. 30:9). 
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C. The latter especially points to an abode or prison of evil angels 


(see Rev. 9:1-2,11; 11:7; 20:1,3). 
D. Perhaps the latter is to be identified with Tartarus (see II Pet. 2:4). 
E. Both terms seem to identify the negative side of sheol or torments. 


ve. Lake of Fire ) 


A. This term is found only in Rev. 19:20; 20; 10,14,15; 21:8. 


SS and eternal abode of evil people -{Rev. 20:14-15) and angels 
Se - 


. 0 ) ° <a, Peer gat 


C. IT IS THE ULTIMATE IN TORMENTS, THE GREATEST TORMENT BEING THE ETERNAL AND 
ABSOLUTE SEPARATION FROM THE CREATOR--HENCE IT IS " 
" (Rev. 20:14; 21:8 cf. 2:11; 20:6). 


VII. Heaven 


A. The present hope of believers is to be with their Lord at death (II Cor. 


5:6,8); this means to go to heaven--God's residence. 
B. Other believer's will be taken to heaven without dying (I Thes. 4:13-18). 
C. But this abode is only temporary (see below). 


A. When Christ returns to earth in order to reign, He brings with Him all 
His saints (Rev. 19:7 ff.). 


B. This means the final and eternal destiny of the righteous is the earth. 
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C. In fact, when God creates "the new heavens and earth," He will come and 


make earth His home, dwelling in the new Jerusalem (Rev. 22:1 ff.). 


D. Thus, it might be said that instead of man going to heaven, God coming 
to earth is the ultimate in living conditions. 


IX. ARE THE APOCALYPTIC DESCRIPTIONS OF HEAVEN, EARTH, AND "HELL" TO BE TAKEN 


LITERALLY OR FIGURATIVELY? (TO BE DISCUSSED). 
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The Purpose of God 


In order to adequately comprehend the biblical theme of God's kingdom, it is 
necessary to first seek some picture of what God is doing in the world. What is 
the purpose of God? What is He trying to accomplish? How does the idea of a di-| 
vine kingdom fit within, the framework of the divine purpose? ; 


“It is one thing to postulate a kingdom of God; it is quite another to seek to 


understand what it is and why it is. 


God's Ultimate Purpose 


What is God doing in the world? 


Y 


The 
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Ultimate Purpose of God 


All theologies agree on God's ultimate purpose--i.e., God wants to mani- 


fest His glorious person in creation. 


This means that the true focal point and central figure of all is God, and 


He is desirous of making Himself known (in person and nature). There 


could be no greater goal for the universe. 


MATCH THE SCRIPTURE WITH THAT WHICH GLORIFIES GOD. 


1. Creation a. Isa. 26:15 
2. The heavens b. Hag. 1:8 

3. Judgment c. Ezk. 28:22 
4, Israel d. I Pet. 4:11 
5. Temple @e SPs)..19 isa: 

6. Redemption £5. Revs 4:12 
7. All things g. Eph. 1:12 


How do believers today glorify God? (TO BE DISCUSSED) 
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II. The Historical Purpose of God (see Erich Sauer, The King of the Earth, pp.72-100) 
A. God's original design for man 


1. Earth (man's destined home) is and has been the sphere of an evil king- 


dom under Satan. 


a. Gen. 3:1 ff. brings the tempter on the earthly scene as though this 


were his normal and natural abode. 


b. Satan's prehistoric fall is traditionally associated with the 
earth--Isa. 14:12-14; Ezk. 28:13. 


c. Water and darkness symbolize God's judgment on sin (Gen. 1:2). 


d. Man is ordered by God to "subdue" the world (Gen. 1:28), i.e., he 
is to conquer it as an enemy--suggesting that enemy forces were 


present on earth then as today. 
2. Man is placed in opposition to Satan and his realm by God. 
a. Man is God's representative made in His image--Gen. 1:26,28. 
b. Man is God's king of the earth. 


1) Gen. 1:26,28--Man is to rule. 


2) Ps. 8:4-6 (REF). > 
= ae [ee ee ee 


~ 


Sa Man has been crowned as God's king. 


b) Man is to reign over all creation. 


y 


3. 
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The garden serves as God's beachhead on a hostile planet roamed over 


by Satan. 


a. That the entire world was not a garden-paradise is evidenced by 


the need for a special limited garden in a small area of the earth. 


b. In Gen. 2:15 God instructs man to "keep" the garden. 


1) 


2) 


3) 


The verb "keep" (shahmar) means basically "to watch, guard". 
See the same verb in Gen. 3:24 where "guard" is the translation. 
Perhaps this is a capsule of divine instruction to mah to pro- 


tect and hold on to his territory against the enemy who will 
soon attack.(Gen. 3:1 ff.). 


B. Man's historical failure 


Gen. 3:1 ff. pictures the battle of the king of the earth versus the 


king of evil. 


Instead of defending the guarden and conquering the world man joins 


the enemy and his forces by obeying him instead of God. Satan now 


rules instead of man. 


a) Satan eae in the N.T. as "the ¢ Sal of this 


wel " (Jn. 12:31). 


b) Paul calls the devil "the 


of this u 


(II Cor. 4:4). 


c) Man makes himself a pawn of Satan and part of his army (Eph.2:1-2; 
Jn. 8:44), 
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3. oe eee Heb. 2:5-8| in light of v. 9 (TO BE DISCUSSED) 
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C. God's redemption of mankind 


SS 


1. This phase is often seen as God's historical purpose in full. 
2. Biblically, however, salvation is not strictly God's historical goal 
(otherwise, why not simply create a race that would never fall), 


but it is God's means to his historical goal: the dissolution of 
Satan's kingdom of evil through man. 


a. God created man to help Him defeat Satan. 
b. Redemption is part of this victory. 
c. As people respond to the grace of God in Christ, they are deli- 


vered and Satan is thwarted--all by freewill--and so to the 
glory of God (the ultimate purpose of God). 


d. 
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To make salvation history's goal is a failure to provide an ade- 
quate purpose for the fall of man (covenant theology is generally 


guilty here). 


kingdom as God's historical purpose 


Man was created to destroy Satan's evil kingdom and glorify God. 


But mankind as a whole has failed, yet the goal will be reached. 


ae 


The 


ae 


This goal is to be fulfilled in the man, Christ Jesus. 


Gen. 3:15 presents this goal as being the purpose of the woman's 


seed. 
Heb. 2:5-9--Christ succeeds where mankind failed. 


I Cor. 15:27-28, 24--this is the declared purpose of Christ's 
reign (kingdom). 


1) Thus, the kingdom of Christ is God's vehical for destroying 
evil finally. 


2) Man will reign as "king of the earth", but only in Christ 
the Man. 


Therefore, history is heading toward a resolving of evil in the 


universe, and man plays the key role. 
kingdom as the unifying theme of the Bible. 
"The concept of the Kingdom of God involves, in a real sense, 


the total message of the Bible" (John Bright, The Kingdom of 
God, p. 7). 
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b. "The Bible is one book. Had we to give that book a title, we 
might with justice call it 'The Book of the Coming Kingdom of 


God.! That is, indeed, its central theme everywhere". (Ibid., 
p. 197). 
c. "The Kingdom of God is, in a certain and important sense, the 


grand central theme of all Holy Scripture" (A.J. McClain, The 
Greatness of the Kingdom, pp. 4-5). 


d. "The Scriptures cannot be rightly comprehended without a due 
knowledge of this kingdom" (G.N. Peters, The Theocratic Kingdom 
1729). 


e. The rubric of God's kingdom, then, is the integrating center for 


interpreting the Bible. 


f. Compare the kingdom theme with that which is used by different 
theological systems to give the Bible unity. (TO BE DISCUSSED.) 
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Kingdom progress in history. 


God's kingdom on earth begins with God creating man in His own 
image to represent Him as king of the earth (Gen. 1:26,28) and 


so to defeat evil by resisting it for God's will. 


Man is then allowed to rule himself on an individual level--a time 


of self-determination (Gen. 6:5) and potential personal victory 


over evil. 


Next, God gives mankind collective rule over himself--human gov- | 
ernment (Gen. 9:6) to help control man's participation in the 


realm of evil. 


Selecting Abraham as the source of His own nation, God then pro- 
mises by covenant to give the Abrahamic line a principle role in 
the kingdom program as representatives of God's rule (Gen. 12:1-3). 


The initial phase in the fulfillment of the Abrahamic promise is 
God's rule (via its Spirit-filled kings) over this one nation on 
the earth--the theocracy (Isa. 33:22)--through this nation of 


priests God's rule is given its foothold in an evil world. 


~r 


The 
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The present age sees God as reigning in a preliminary way through 
Christ and His Spirit in the church (Col. 1:13), as people are 
taken from the evil kingdom and transferred to the kingdom of God. 
In the future, God, through Christ, will reign over the entire 
planet for a thousand years (Rev. 2):1-6), until all evil in every 
form has been finally destroyed. 

The eternal future will see God reign directly over and in the 
earth as the man Christ Jesus has finally eliminated the kingdom 
of evil (I Cor. 15:26-28). 

nature of God's kingdom. 

Time of the kingdom 


1) It is eternal--Ps. 29:10; 145:13 


2) Yet it has a beginning--Dnl. 2:44; Mt. 6:10. 


- Extent of the kingdom. 


1) It is universal sia eewnie everywhere--I Chr. 29:11-12. 
2) Yet it is local and earthly--Isa. 24:23. 

Ruler in the kingdom. 

1) It is ruled by God directly--Ps. 103:19. 


2) Yet it is ruled through a human mediator--Ps. 2:4-6. 


- 
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The resolution of these contradictory data is found in the histor- 
ical kingdom purpose of a BE DISCUSSED) 
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The Kingdom Prophesied 
Before we can accurately discuss the kind of kingdom Jesus meant when He 
and John said it was "at hand", it is needful to analyze very generally the 
oz kind of kingdom the 01d Testament prophesied. 
From the perspective of the Jew in say 400 B.C., what was looked forward 


to in the way of a kingdom? What did the prophets declare the kingdom was 


going to be like? And what of the king? Who was he going to be? 


The King 


| 
po Who was to be the king? | 
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God's .King 
As God's king and solution to the reign of evil, the Messiah becomes the 
focal point of 0.T. prophecy. Not only will He rule for God over creation, 


He will also reconcile creation for God. 
A. The King's natures 


1. According to Isa. 7:14 "a virgin will be with [a human] 
and bear a [human] "> yet this human will be called 


e for, 'God with us', see Mt. 1:23]. " 


2. Isa. 9:6 says, " a [human] will be born to us", still 


He is described as "Mighty " and "Eternal wi 
3. The Messiah is both man and God in nature. 


B. The king's origins 


ee 
pape ( 


C i. He is to be born of a woman (Gén 3:15; Isa. 49:1 cf.6) and espe- 


a eee 4 a Fai 
cially a virgin (Isa. 7:14). Ps hee of As oy Opens 


2. \But He is also said to come from the Father-God in heaven (Dan.7:13-14). 


3. The king is derived from woman and God. 


rye 


Cc. 


D. 


The 


The 


3. 
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king's offices 


IN DEUT. 18:18 GOD PROMISES TO RAISE UP IN ISRAEL A 


(one who speaks for God to man) (see fulfillment in Jn. 6:14). 


PS. 110:4 AND ZECH. 6:13 SPEAKS OF A COMING (one 


who ministers to God for man) (see fulfillment in Heb. 5:5-7). 
AND, OF COURSE, THERE IS THE OFFICE OF THE IN II SAM. 
7:12~17 (one who reigns for God over man) (see fulfillment in 


The Messiah is to be God's king and prophet and priest, all at the 


same time. 
king's functions 


Not unexpectedly, the coming Messiah (the "anointed" king) was to 


reign (Ps. 2; Isa. 40:9-11). 
Yet, this one was also to suffer and die (Isa. 53; Ps. 22). 


The Messiah would both reign and die. 
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E. Fulfillment 


1. Some Jewish theologians solved these seeming contradictions in data 


by postulating that there would come two Messiahs. 


a. One from Judah (Messiah ben Judah) who would reign as the glor- 


fous king. 


b. The other from Levi (Messiah ben Levi) who would die as the 


humble priest. 
2. New Testament, records reveal a much more ingenious fulfillment. 


a. The king's divine and womanly origins were both met in the 
virgin birth of Jesus Christ. This also accounts for His di- 
vine and human nature, as eternal God Himself was conceived 


miraculously in the virgin Mary (Phil. 2:5-9). 


b. The king also came as king, prophet, and priest, even though 
he did not have priestly blood (from Levi). This, because 
Jesus was a priest after Melchizedek's order not Aaron's 


(Heb. 5:5-7), and this means bloodline is not a factor. 


¢. As for His dying and reigning, this occurs via a resurrection 
and second advent (I Pet. 1:9-12). Messiah would die and be 


raised and return to rule in glory. 


It. 


God's Kingdom 
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Prophetic details on God's kingdom are abundant throughout the 0.T. 


A few major descriptive points are drawn out here for a broad stroked pic- 


ture of the eschatological kingdom. 


A. It is an earthly and physical kingdom. 


(MATCH THE SCRIPTURES WITH THEIR DESCRIPTION OF THE KINGDOM) 


a. Isa. 11:6-8; Hos. 2:18 
b. Amos 9:13; Joel 2:21-24 
ce. Isa. 33:24; 35:5-6 


dad. Mic. 4:3; Ps. 46:9 


1. An agriculturally productive kingdom ‘ 
2. =A complete cessation of hostilities : 
3. An end of the carnivorous nature and danger of creation 


_4&, The removal of physical deformity and disease 


B. It is a kingdom with a Jewish focus. 


(FILL IN THE BLANKS USING THE PASSAGE FOR HELP) 


1. ITS KING IS A SON OF AND IS THEREFORE JEWISH 


(II SAM. 7:12). 


) 


C..- Lt 
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ITS CAPITAL IS IN PALESTINE (MIC. 4:7). 
ITS EVERLASTING THRONE IS THE THRONE OF (PS. 89: 
35-36, 3-4). 


DOES THE N.T. REFUTE OR CONFIRM A FUTURE FOR NATIONAL ISRAEL? 


(TO BE DISCUSSED) . i) CETTE 
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is a universal kingdom 
The blessing of all peoples in Abraham goes back to the Abrahamic 


Covenant (Gen. 12:1-3). 


D. 


It 


It 


1. 


See Ps. 72:11, 17; 


ACCORDING TO D 


THE > 
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86:9 


, AND MEN OF EVERY 


is a spiritual kingdom 
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SERVING THE MESSIAH WILL BE "ALL 


By spiritual is not meant non-literal, but a kingdom dominated by 


God's Spirit and the salvation He brings man. 


See the promised eschatological outpouring of the Spirit in Joel 2:28; 


Zech. 12:10. 


The indwelling and cleansing of God's Spirit is promised in Ezk. 36: 


24-28. 


Salvation (Isa. 12:1-6) and forgiveness (Jer. 31:34) are stressed. 


iritua prerequisites. 


is a kingdom with 
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A spiritual kingdom demands spiritual prerequisites on the part of 


participants. 


To enter God's kingdom cne must receive God's salvation and turn 


to Him in obedience. 


(Dt. 30:6-10; II Chron. 7:14; Ps. 


81:13-16). 


3. 
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- The spiritual kingdom benefits of the New Covenant can only be 


enjoyed by genuinely participating in this covenant by trust and 


repentance. 


IN THE N.T. THESE PREREQUISITES ARE INDICATED IN.MT. 22:1-14, WITH 


THE ONE WHO CAME TO THE WEDDING FEAST (KINGDOM) WITHOUT 


(cf. Rev. 19:8,14). 


IIt. 


REGARDING THIS SECTION ON THE KINGDOM PROPHESIED 


A. 1 DID MY WORK 


B. I THINK IT COULD BE IMPROVED BY 


Cc, I APPRECIATED THE FOLLOWING 
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When Jesus came to Palestine 2,000 years ago and announced that the king- 
dom was “at hand", what did He mean? Did Jesus mean that God's reign in the 
church was at hand? After all, that's what Messiah came and established. Or, 
did Jesus mean that the 0.T. prophesied kingdom was at hand? If so, then what 


happened to it? for we do not now see such a kingdom. 


Terminology cS 


Oe ee ed 


What is a kingdom? ea 


- By 


( 
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I. Terminology 


B. 


i. 


1. 


2. 


A. "Kingdom" (Hebrew malkuth, Greek basileia) 


Abstractly, these terms mean a "kingdom" in the sense of a "king- 
ship" or a "reign" (Dan. 4:34; Mt. 12:28)--the rulership. 
Concretely, these words express a "kingdom" in the idea of a "realm". 


(Dan. 2:44; Mt. 8:11)--the ruled. 


. A kingdom (of any sort) is comprised of both these aspects: the 


king must reign over ‘a fealn. Whether present or future, the king- 


dom of God has both elements. 


Kingdom of God versus Kingdom of Heaven 


Neither of the above terms are found in the 0.T., though the ideas. 


are. 


‘While some would seek to distinguish the two terms (e.g., Scofield, 
Pentecost, etc.), depending on the context, it is best to make 


"God'"' and "heaven" synonymous in these terms. 


a. On the basis of the third commandment (Ex. 20:7), the Jews be- 


gan to avoid using any title for deity, like Yahweh or God. 


135 


"Heaven" became a substitute term for "God". Thus in Mt. 5:34, 
the Jews took their oaths (swore) by _jJsA/si __ instead 


of by God. 


The Gospel of Matthew (believed addressed to the Jews) espe- 
cially substitutes "heaven" for "God", and this book is domi- 
nated by the phrase "kingdom of heaven" and avoids "kingdom 


of God". 


Below are but a few of the many gospel parallels where Matthew 


uses "kingdom of heaven" in the exact account where Mark and/or 


Luke use "kingdom of God". 


a. 


In Mt. 4:17 Jesus preaches that the "kingdom of heaven" is at 
hand, while in Mk. 1:15 it is the "kingdom of God" that is at 


hand. 


In Mt. 13:11 the parable of the sower describes the "kingdom 
of heaven", while in Mk. 4:11 and Lk. 8:10 it is the "kingdom 
of God" that is depicted (cf. also Mt. 13:31,33 with Mk. 4:30; 


Lk. 13:18,20). 


In Mt. 19:23 it is entering the "kingdom of heaven" that is 
hard for a rich man to do, while in the very next verse it is 


the "kingdom of God", as it is in Mk. 10:23; Lk. 18:24. 


II. 
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4, Conclusion: there can be no doubt that any division in meaning 
between kingdom of God and of heaven is an arbitrary one, not de- 


manded by the terms themselves. 
The Jewish Expectation 


A. Nearly all theologies agree that the Jewish people of Jesus' day were 
expecting a literal kingdom as prophesied in the 0.T. But was this 


expectation correct? 


1. Berkhof says that the 0.T. prophets did not themselves expect a 
literal and physical kingdom, but the Jews failed to interpret 


their writings figuratively and so were wrong in their expectations 


ee 


(The Kingdom of God, pp. 167, 171-72). 


2. John Bright, on the other hand, says that the apocalyptists them- 
selves (including Dan. and Ezk. it may be presumed) expected a 


literal and physical kingdom, but they were wrong and so was the 
a eenen««#t 


popular expectation (The Kingdom of God, p. 192). 


eae George Ladd sees both literal and spiritual phases to the kingdom 


in the 0.T. The Jews, he holds, attached themselves tothe literal 


aspects when they should have been looking for the spiritual 7 
\ ~ 


(Crucial Questions About the Kingdom, pp. 163-74). 


ITI. 


137 | 


4, Dispensationalists generally agree that the 0.T. prophets expected 
the literal and physical kingdom they predicted (with a spiritual 
\ emphasis, of course), and the Jews rightly interpreted and expected 


\ such a kingdom. 


a. The prophets themselves intermingled the two advents as though 
they were one (I Pet. 1:10-11) and so did not see different 
phases within the kingdom (spiritual and material) to occur at 


different times. 


b. Jesus Himself did not begin to develop His new interpretation 
of the kingdom (the mystery of the kingdom) until His ministry 
was nearly half over and He and His offer had been clearly — 


rejected. 
Jesus' Announcements and the Kingdom 


When Jesus declared to the people to "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand" (Mt. 4:17 cf. 3:2), what kind of kingdom did He have in mind? 


The answer to this question varies according to the theological system. 


A. Old liberalism--Jesus rejected traditional 0.T. eschatology for an 
-ethico-social kingdom as revealed in the Sermon on the Mount (Walter 


Rauschenbush, Shailer Mathews). 
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B. German criticism--Jesus accepted 0.T. eschatology and its later apo- 
= calyptic interpretation, but with His failure to bring it to fulfill- 


ment, He realized He had been wrong and desperately changed His methods 


and tried to bring it by His suicide. 


Albert Schweitzer says of Jesus, "...in the knowledge that 

He is the coming Son of Man [He] lays hold of the wheel of 

_ the world to set it moving on that last revolution which is 

to bring all ordinary history to a close. It refuses to turn, 
and He throws Himself upon it. Then it does turn; and crushes 
Him. Instead of bringing in the eschatological conditions, 

He has destroyed them. The wheel rolls onward, and the man- 
gled body of the one immeasurably great Man, who was strong 
enough to think of Himself as the spiritual ruler of mankind 


— and to bend history to His purpose, is hanging upon it still. 
This is His victory and reign (The Quest of the Historical 
~ Jesus, pp. 370-71). 
¢ 


C. Contemporary spiritualization--Jesus correctly took the spiritual 


elements of the 0.T. eschatology and preached only these (L. Berkhof, 
™ Os TALIS). 
1. O.T. eschatology should, therefore, be spiritualized as the N.T. 
clearly does with it (Hos. 11:1 cf. Mt. 2:15). 
~ 2. The kingdom is the figurative idea of Christ's lordship in the 
cosmos. 
D. Dispensationalism--Jesus came to the Jews and offered them the literal 
- ; 
é and physical kingdom as prophesied in the 0.T. and after His moral 


prerequisites were rejected, He directed His attention to tl 


operations of the kingdom. 


de 


~ 
\ 


According to Dan. 2 and 7 God's kingdom would come during the fourth 
world empire since Daniel (Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome). 
It was Rome who controlled the world during Christ's life, and so 
the historical setting was right for the kingdom of God to come in 


the apocalyptic sense. 


Jesus' announcements (as well as John's) include no correction of 
a | 


the popular expectation of a literal kingdom. 


The original offer went only to the covenanted Jewish nation. 
THUS, IN MT. 10:5-7 (REF)~ JESUS TELLS HIS DISCIPLES NOT TO PREACH 
To THE §=GquorlleS oor THE Sav. aCHAWS , Bur onLy 10 THE 


ost Sree ks tel 


tsHAEL , 


John the Baptizer, (Mt. 11:1 ff), in a moment of doubt, questioned 
whether Jesus were the Christ (probably because he still had not 
seen the literal kingdom yet), and Jesus responds by offering the 
physical relief He was giving as proof that He was the Messiah with 


the kingdom. 
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IV. Rejection of the Kingdom Offer 


A. 
B. 
c. 
LEN 
; D. 
~ 


Jesus came to Israel as Israel's king (Jn. 1:49). In fact this was 


Jesus' offense for which He died (Mk. 15:2,9,12,18,26,32). 


The offer goes to the nation as a whole. 
‘The nation (as a whole) responded negatively. 


1. Not to the idea of a literal physical kingdom, for all the Jews 


wanted the national prominence the kingdom would give. 


2. But, the spiritual requirements and prerequisites of the King were 
rejected. Jesus said to a leader of the Jewish nation, "unless 


one is born again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God". 


peg ied ee co eae ee 


Using, with some reservation at points, the chronology of Matthew, 


rejection occurs in this manner. 


1. Mt. 1-11 has Jesus preaching repentance to enter God's kingdom. 


The message is authenticated by various miraculous works in the 


\ 
realm of physical and spiritual healing by the Holy Spirit. 
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a. Verses 18-20 reveal the rejection of the people. 


1) Note the "they" (vv. 18,19,20) are the people (cf. v.16). 
Se 


2) "This generation" rejected Jesus. 


— 


2. Mt. 12 presents Jesus in dramatic fashion as casting out a demon 
from a man. This very significantly demonstrates the power of 
\ God's king over the king of evil--i.e., the binding of the strong 


man (v. 29). 


a. Here the leaders charge Jesus with casting out demons, using 


the power of Beelzebul or the devil himself (v. 24). 


b. While chapter 11 has the people turning away from the King, 


chapter 12 reveals the leaders with doing the same. 


3. Though offers of the kingdom continue up unto the crucifixion, 
they are done with the knowledge of rejection and with the under- 
standing that only a mystery operation of the kingdom can be en- 


joyed for the present (cf. Mt. 13 mystery parables). 


TO BE DISCUSSED). Pegett ion 


C Pew x 
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Adjustment of the Kingdom 
ae > 


If Jesus came to establish the kingdom prophesied in the 0.T., then 


what happened? Where is that kingdom today? Did Jesus fail in His mission? 
A. This is uniquely a problem for dispensationalists. 


1. _ Amillennialism teaches that Jesus successfully established the 


spiritual kingdom He offered from the beginning. 


2. Covenantal premillennialists and others say the same, but with the 


added statement that at His second advent, Jesus will institute a 
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more literal and physical (though not Jewish 0.T.) kingdom. 


83 i ad appro often agrees that Jesus tried to 
eee 15. ee 
bring in the literal 0.T. kingdom, but He failed and died as a 
Se eS eee 
result. 


/s.) The threefold adjustment teaching 


With the rejection of the kingdom offer 


Replace 
The literal ingdom was postponed until the nation of Israel 


would accept the spiritual requirements of the king, i.e., until 


the second coming when "all Israel shall be saved". 


a. Lk. 19:11 says that Jesus taught a parable to His disciples 


"because He was near to Jerusalem [the kingdom's capital], and 


they supposed that the kingdom of God was going to MARA 
IMMEDIATE, 


b. Note the future kingdom stressed in Mt. 19:28; Lk. 22:30; 
as ————— 


Acts 1:6-7. 
_— 


.For the interval the kingdom could be received but only on the 
rv 


piri level, as the mysteries of the kingdom are in operation. 
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See the kingdom mysteries in Mt. 13. 


See the church in Mt. 16:18; 18:17 


Question: is the kingdom of God here during this era of the 


church? 


a) 


2) 


+8) 


EF . 
(TO BE DISCUSSED) bes 
~ 


Scofield, Walvoord, and Pentecost speak of a "mystery form 
of the kingdom", as though it were different from the king- 


dom of God. 


McClain and others prefer the idea of a "mystery operation" 
of the kingdom, as though the kingdom of God were absent 


during this interval. 


Perhaps it is most accurate to speak of the kingdom of God 
today as working and permeating the world (see Mt. 13) in 
new and unforeseen ways. The people who join God's kingdom 
are the church (Mt. 13:38), but the mediatorial kingdom is 
much more than this. It is the bringing of a Satanically 


dominated world under God's rule. 


Compare Christ, the church, Satan, and the kingdom to the 


account of David, Saul, and Israel in I-II Sam. 


NE 
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Teal Cucg—> STAN 


Dees et) <ATANS Aicut TO . 


a 


3. This new mystery level of God's kingdom would be offered not just 


to the Jewish covenanted nation, but to the world. 


“a. Mt. 22:1-14--"THE WEDDING IS READY, BUT THOSE WHO WERE 


JNVTIEV WERE NOT WORTHY. GO THEREFORE TO THE MAIN 


HIGHWAYS, AND AS Ww) AS YOU FIND THERE, 


INVITE TO THE WEDDING FEAST" (vv. 8-9). 


a 


P C. 
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b. Mt. 21:43--"THEREFORE I SAY TO YOU, THE KINGDOM OF GOD WILL BE 
TAKEN AWAY FROM YOU, AND GIVEN TO A (VATION) Pe6OVUNG 
oe 3 
TRE. wi OF IT". 


c. Mt. 28:19-20--"MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALi The LATIONS wacaial! 


— 


c 
Thus, God's kingdom I)-would be postponed in its 0.T. sense, 


. ~ 


fi the world et 


Jo oc aaa ia 


————_.——_-+— >. — =—--— Saeed, Le an 
C a eet tery Facets,-aid_3) would be offered. 


Objection: if the nation would have received the offered kingdom what 


would have happened to the crucifixion of Christ? (TO BE DISCUSSED) 


—+| 421% — ome 
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The Eternal Kingdom and the Millennium 
eee 
While most theologies and the Bible itself put a great stress upon the 
idea of an eternal kingdom, premillennialists are often guilty of putting most 
of their eschatological emphasis upon a thousand year period known as the 


millennium. 


What is the millennium? What occurs within its "short" thousand year boun- 
dries? How does it relate to the succeeding phase of the kingdom? Is it impor- 


tant to believe in a millennium? Why? 


Term ae 
What is a "millennium"? L- 
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I. The Term "Millennium" 


A. From the root "mill" or a "thousand", the word refers to a period of a 


thousand years. 
B. "Chiliad" or "chiliasm" is another term used to refer to the same idea. 
C. More particularly and literally both terms depict a future period of 


one thousand years during which the kingdom of God is physically the 


~ AK dominant factor on earth. 


The teaching of a millennium is found in only a single N.T. passage: 
20:1-8 (rer)| HOW MANY TIMES IS THE TERM "THOUSAND YEARS" MEN- 


TIONED IN THIS PASSAGE ? 
II. Content of the Millennium 


A. FROM REV. 20:1-8 LIST THE EVENTS THAT INITIATE, CONCLUDE AND OCCUR 


WITHIN THE MILLENIUM. 


l. v.2 Satan will be “Bron ; 


a v.3. the reason: (bi Drie “ao panes Any Caege. 


-* 2. v.4 faithful saints will SE GB UG 


and will WICK] for the thousand years. 


~ 
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v.5 the f 23 WPFEETION of all others occurs after the 


thousand years. 


v.7 Satanis (Gj chSt)-tTlew aus7 
v.8 the reason: 7% Dee] ve AT or A 


The millennium is not a time of absolute perfection. 


This is the time when the curse of Gen. 3 is somewhat lifted 
t SS a 


— 


(cf. Isa. 11; Rom. 8:21). Yet, there will still be deaths (Rev.20:9). 


It is during the millennium that the promises of earthly prosperity 


in the 0.T. will be fulfilled. 


It is now that man in the image of God will finally rule the world 


for God (Gen. 1:26,28; Ps. 8)--through Jesus Christ. 


With the end of the millennium comes the end of all power and authority 


associated with the kingdom of evil (I Cor. 15:24-28). 


Those who do not accept a literal millennium must take Rev. 20:1-7 


figuratively 


dig 


Thus, Satan was bound (according to Mt. 12:29) when Jesus bound 


him (rather than the angel of Rev. 20:1) during his ministry. 
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2. Satan has since (and is now) been loosed for a little season 


Rev. 20:7). 


3. The reign of Christ and His faithful ones occurs in life now, as 


-Jesus is recognized as the true king of the life. 


4, The thousand years, then, is merely the perfect time of Christian | 


bliss and blessing now. 


5. The resurrection that initiates the thousand years is the spiritual 


rebirth of a person that occurs at salvation. 


f. The final resurrection is taken literally as the physical resur- 


rection of believers that occurs when Jesus returns to earth. 
III. Conclusion of the Millennium 


A. Rev. 20:7-10 reveals that the final action in the millennium is the 


‘rebellion of spirits and man. 


B. The national enemies of God's kingdom are labled "Gog and Magog"--tra- 


ditional terms for divine enemies and obviously derived from Ezk. 38-39. 
a 


Question: are the God and Magog of Rev. 20 identical to those of 


os 51 
(KE 39-39 : 
3 FEV 22 

Ezk. 38-39 or are the later tribulation enemies? 


1. Pentecost, like other dispensationalists, rejects the identity of the 
two passages, choosing instead to make Gog and Magog in Ezekiel 
refer to tribulation enemies. He cites the following reasons for 
the "impossibility" of making the two accounts parallel (Things To 


Come, pp. 349-50). 


a. In Ezk. their invasion is northern, while in Rev. it is world- 
wide (but Ezk. 38:9 sounds like a wide invasion--"you will be 


like a cloud covering the land, you and all your troops, and 


many peoples with you". 


b. Ezk. does not mention Satan's role (but Satan is only very rarely 
mentioned anywhere in the 0.T.--he is only fully revealed in the 


Niel. de 


c. The context of Ezekiel makes this invasion premillennial (but 


this is what is being argued). 


d. Ezk. 39:12 speaks of burying the dead, while Rev. 20:9 says 
they are devoured by fire (but why cannot the devouring by fire 
refer to the mode of death--these burned corpses later being 
buried out of sight? Besides Ezk. 38:22 refers to pouring fire 


on the enemy). 
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In Ezk. this invasion is followed by the millennium in Ezk. 40-48 


instead of after the millennium (but even Ezk. 37:16 ff. seems 


to be millennial, so that literary order does not demand chron-_ 


ological order). 


Most non-dispensationalists argue for an identity of the two accounts. 


The following are arguments for making Ezk. 38-39 postmillennial 


with Rev. 20. 


Ezk. 38:8--the inhabitants live in "the land that is restored 
from the sword". This sounds like a millennial restoration 


out of the tribulation. 
Ezk. 38:8--the Jews are said to be "living securely, all of 
them", which echoes millennial existence rather than the time 


when man, God, and Satan are all disrupting society. 


Ezk. 38:ll--refers to "the land of unwalled villages", which 


sounds millennial and not tribulational. 
Ezk. 38:12 speaks of great Israeli wealth. 


Ezk. 38:14 again refers to "living securely". 


IV. 


153 


—SS—=--—s — 
bY Ezk. 39:7 makes this invasion ene final, piptani Degainst > 
CGoa,out if there is another Gog and Magog invasion later, 


then this is not the last profanity. 


3. Conclusion: in light of the arguments and counterarguments above, 
it seems best to understand Rev. 20 as an interpretation and expan- 
sion of a postmillennial invasion described in Ezk. 38-39. 


The New Heavens and Earth 


A. According to Rev. 20:1 ff., God will create a brand new universe following 


the millennium and the final judgment. 
BCthis everlasting creation indicates the eternal nature of God's kingdom. 
c.¢This was anticipated in the 0.T.--Isa. 65:17; 66:22. 
D.( The N.T. too, looks to this event--Mt. ahs Heb. 1:10-12. 


Be) II Pet. 3:10-13 describes the destruction of the old creation--Notice 


the details of great noise ("roar"), "intense heat", and the burning. 


Question; how can pet ae PF destroyed?—(TO BE DISCUSSED) 
‘ Pa 
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F. II Pet. 3:13 makes the new heavens and earth the believer's hope, 
= "But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new 
earth, in which righteousness dwells". The emphasis here is upon 
= righteousness as man's hope. 
G. Rev. 21:3-4 declares that God will reside on earth with man ‘and He 
= shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there shall no longer 
be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or 
z pain...." 
H. The role of God the Father will at this time be direct as the Son-King 
Pon is said to deliver up the kingdom to God the Father, now that all evil 
authority is destroyed (I Cor. 15:24). 
I. The heavenly Jerusalem (Rev. 21:9 ff.) 
= ur ra 


1. Because this city is called "the bride, the wife of the Lamb" 


(Rev. 21:9), some take it figuratively as meaning the church. 


a. But the descriptive details, including its wall, gates, foun- 
dations, length, width, and height all suggest a literal, though 


supremely remarkable, city. 


b. Notice also that Jerusalem could not be the church since it 


itself is said to be the home of the church (Rev. 21:27). 


~— 
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Some details of the city 


It comes down from heaven and so may be that home which Christ 
says He is even now preparing for His saints (Jn. 14:1-4) 


(Rev. 21:10). 


It is prepared of the most precious of known materials--pure and 


clear gold, precious stones, and pearls (Rev. 21:18-21). 


This Jerusalem contains no temple, for the Lamb and God Himself 


are its temple (Rev. 21:22). 


Night likewise shall never occur, for the Lord God will ever 


illumine the world (Rev. 22:5). 


As for the position of this city, Pentecost says, "It is generally 
agreed...that the city seen in Revelation 21:10 is suspended 

over the earth" (Things to Come. p.569). However, there is really 
no reason at all to accept such a peculiar understanding. The 

new Jerusalem more likely rests on the new earth though its cubic 


shape gives it great height. 
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Interpretive Systems, Ecclesiology 
and Eschatology 


R. E. Morosco, Ph.D. 


Required Texts 


A.B. Mickelson, Interpreting the Bible 

M.J. Erickson, Contemporary Options in Eschatology 
R.E. Morosco, Eschatology 

H.A. Snyder, The Community of the King 
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Attendance 


Class attendance and participation is critically important for the growth and 
development of the individual as well as for the benefit of the entire class. 
Therefore, it is expected that class attendance will be kept at a maximum. 
Missed quizzes may not be made up. 


Reading and Quizzes 


The class is subject to a quiz the class session that reading was assigned (see 
class schedule below). The quiz will be comprised of specific multiple choice 
or short answer questions. 


There are no make-up quizzes, but two of the lowest scored or missed quizzes 
will be dropped from the record. 


Examinations 


Three examinations will be given (see class schedule below). The exams will be 
comprised of memory passages (see below), lectures (or syllabus) and class 
discussions. Questions will be multiple choice and short answer. There will 
be a ten point yes/no question to determine whether all the reading due by the 
time of the exam was carefully read. 
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First Exam 


Date: 1D) 

Subject: Interpretative Systems 

Reading: \_ALL of Mickelson | 

Memory Work: (all from the NASB) 
Neh. 8:5-6,8--early biblical interpretation 
Ezk. 36:25-27--the New Covenant promise 


——— 


Rom. 11:24-26a--the olive tree and the people of God 


_ 


Rev. 20:4-7--the reign of Christ and his people 


Second Exam 
Date: ne 
Subject: Eschatology 
Reading: All of Erickson 
Memory Work: (all from the NASB) 
Mt. 12:28--the Spirit and God's kingdom 
I Thess. 4:15-18--the rapture 


Jas. 5:8--immenency 
Rev. 3:10--escape from the hour of trial 
eESV—__————— 


Isa. 26:19--resurrection taught in the OT 
Phil. 3:20-21--resurrection taught in the NT 
I-Jn._3:2-3--the practicality of eschatology 


third Exam 
Date: Z| Ke) 
Subject: Ecclesiology 
Reading: All of Snyder 
Memory work: (all from the NASB) 
Mt. 16:18--the church's foundation 
Gal. 3:29--Abraham's seed in Christ 
Col. 1:13--the switch in kingdoms 
“I_Pet. 5:2-3--the pastor's attitude 
Acts 2:38--repentance and baptism in the church 


Rom. 10:9--confession and faith in the church 
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—Reseanch- 
Grade 


The final grade will be based upon 5 equal inputs. 
quizzes--29% 
—research-—20% 
lst exam--26% 


2nd exam--25% 
3rd exam--2%% 


Objectives 


Upon completion of the course, the student should have a general understanding 
of the three major areas--interpretive systems applied to the Bible, the study 
of the church as found in the Bible and the study of the "last things" that 
comprise the end of things. This comprehension is measured by the three 
examinations. 


Supplementary to lectures and the syllabus are the assigned readings out of the 
textbooks. The quizzes measure the grasp of this material. 


Methodology in research and evaluation of different thinking is to be gained in 


the research project. 
aoa OCUAIN apo 


Schedule oe jis asl _ j , 


Note: due dates are firm and cannot be changed except in emergency situations. 


Interpretive Systems 


Date Assignment 
7 q Introduction to the Course 
Z| l| Terminology (hand-out sheet) 


Mickelson, pp. 3-19 

General Methods of Interpretation 
Mickelson, pp. 20-53 

Il History of Interpretation 


Mickelson, pp. 54-79 
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Assignment 
Principles of deiniecds | 


Mickelson, pp. 80-95; 97-113 
Principles of Interpretation--II 
Mickelson, pp. Gru-sa( 

Systems of Theology--I 

Wicketeen, pp. 189-76) $8,(212-38) \( 
Systems of Theology--II 

Mickelson, pp. 236-79 

Systems of Theology--III 

Mickelson, pp. 280-322 

Systems of Theology--IV 

Mickelson, pp. 323-55 

Systems of Theology--V 

Mickelson, pp. 356-79 

Examination on Interpretive Systems 


Correction and Discussion of Exam 


Eschatology 


Assignment 


Introduction to Eschatology 
Erickson, pp. a 

AQ pp. 1-17 
Course of the Overlap Period--I 
Erickson, pp. 35-51V 
Morosco, pp. 18-35 
Course of the Overlap Period--II 


Erickson, pp. 53-72 
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Assignment 


Tribulation 


Erickson, pp. 


Morosco, pp. 


Armageddon 


Erickson, pp. 


Morosco, pp. 


Rapture--I 


Erickson, pp. 


Morosco, pp. 


Rapture--II 


Erickson, pp. 


Resurrection 


Erickson, pp. 


Morosco, pp. 


Parousia and 


Erickson, pp- 


Morosco, pp- 


73-89 


36-50 


91-106 


51-60 


107-24 


61-80 


125-43 

and Judgment 
145-61 

81-104 

Abodes of the Dead 
163-84 


105-108, 109-114 


Purpose of God 


Morosco, pp- 


115-24 


The Kingdom Prophesied 


Morosco, pp. 


125-32 


The Kingdom Offered 


Morosco, pp- 


133-46 


The Eternal Kingdom and the Millennium 


Morosco, 147- 
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Examination on Eschatology 


Correction and Discussion of Exam 
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Ececlesiology 
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The Term "Church" 
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Origin of the Church 
Snyder, pp. 19-31 
Relationship of the Church to Other Institutions 
Snyder, pp. 33-41 
Church Officers--I 
Snyder, pp. 43-51 
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Snyder, pp. 53-72 
Church Officers--III 
Snyder, pp. 73-96 
Church Organization--I 
Snyder, pp. 97-116 
Church Organization--II 
Snyder, pp. 117-35 
Church Organization--III 
Snyder, pp. 137-68 
Church Purposes 

Snyder, pp. 169-82 
Church Ordinances--I 
Snyder, pp. 183-92 
Church Ordinances--II 
Church Spiritual Gifts 
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Interpretive Systems 


Terminology 
LECHRE pate at. T 
pat XA, 


1. Meaning--the intended sense or significance of an expression 


2. Interpretation--the meaning or explanation of an expression (as understood by 
the author and first readers) 


3. Hermeneutics--the sdientifig(art of interpretation— W0EDS HAVE YO MEANING — 
coe HI] 


4, Exegesis--interpretation with emphasis upon the original meaning 


55 (Exposition>-interpretation with emphasis upon the contemporary meaning 


6. Application--the utilization of a meaning in a contemporary context 
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| Be: —— > s > = : : : 
7.( Sitz jm Leben: ~Sfennan "Situation in life')--the living situation which helped 
te-stim a writing ~ 
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a. Lower criticism--(textual criticism) determining the exact words of the 
original text from extant written witnesses ~ {+ 4% G@K WAL. /remcr is 


Cohere ——— 


b. Higher criticism 


8. Criticism--analysis/evaluation of a text — Not 


1) Literary criticism--evaluation of meaning, type of literature, author, 
etc., of a writing 


2) Historical criticism--evaluation of the historical setting of a written 
work 


c. Form criticism--evaluation of the forms in which material was preserved 
before recorded in its final state by the writer-editor 


d. Source criticism--evaluation of sources used by a writer 


e. Redaction criticism--evaluation of the editorializing of sources by a 
writer 


or00eee 


1 


2 hi 


—sstiay nH to Batttse 


ametey2 svitsuqretal 


ysolormtmrst 


Jn ney, Bors 
AALS 2f, 


Mokeeoigqxs ms tc sompvltingte «6 senez nobus tae sdt--gaiceol 


ud Bontersbm 35) mofeesiqxe ns 20 ci tameiqxa ae goinege ois «cpehdgtancenad: 
(etsbset Farti 6ak yvortvs sds 
er : 


~——— © 


SPR-| —coismsteryrotai to step Hitina Rs 2 afs~-ecksusmentslt 


Etigiro sds aoqu aieadqne tte M1053 {Hp suqwasht--pLeegexd 


gainsse yisc: oqnetAc > pds cogu efzedams dtin acltesescqiotal the. Fieogad Dy 


gxstios yisuogmetauce p ni uniasem 6 to acites?Lisy oftt-snodtnabicak 
De tn ae ame 


began tokdw noitsutie.getvit oit--(stil at sok aise" “ast 


b 


TARR “itueemais Joly. — 


otf tovabrow tosxe ods peta tne $05 (mstai eek es Toro] 26 
EEO LP TAR ao! AS ll = ~ Sesasntiw mottitw eres sox? dxettenisn ica 


wetoigive sentg kt <.d 


seBtasE 09311 ioveqve ,xiiassm te Aobyeu isys~-cmaini¢iers wesretid (i 
Siti Bo 16 yas 


Tots 


isslcostatd edt jo neitaufsveswsiocitiua issitotelt {8 


> Hey 


bayreeend aay fsitegem coidy at enact sit 4c aotteslave-smetotsics mrs? .o 
7632 58-"ssiwe off ve steta pet test at babroosd aiot sd 
totiuw s yd Losu es vue 20 nol tauleve--meiobtias so%ul2 6 


syd seotyoe 2o RAistisivoiths eft Le mai tetlave--mersitius poatfosbek —.s 
roti 


~ 


ros 


emis - 4 Ese de Age | 


Cae a E 


eth - UtiLizano) & 


SEG NTP ee Eee Ae res). 
_p~@ extern Reap | Ae, sia COTEOLK 


Vie jN ¢ i 


ane HepB Sc eek ve 


Se. —  “CeRTOA CRIT, - 


DER. SUA Hoes — 


2-QLMT. CRIT - fyAb . wee! . 2. 
au CAT. — BYAL AST 5.1. 


| Oe — eVAL fens Beets fester - 
BD. Sw CHT. ~ Saeed BED BY ATTA _ 
-s AMC PL COT. - eve. GDTSAAL ZAG ae i ee ae 


es 
i ag 
—— Bh, eee 


TBA. 53: T= DF oom ri, = 3 


DB Fevserve - ceaaile, ° 2k, YSIS: Sutey ee 
= LoS aT LTEBAL ike oF -Sttre, = aks, se Sea reefEL) 
BIAIFICANCE.. (psese> Legal) Ripe s ae Ps 

‘ Spetuauze " "ALEHE (ZE " - - areca 


eae Pei. (Aiod imal hy ws 
—| USeD - — NES ‘ Ss bt Al 


@ ee Recency) 


© me fic. WRONG REGARD LES, F aaoes , INTRA ab gece |” 
— wyjO BRE ase reg STOPCVERS. Teer or Seo BS Ss “ ee 
—o he VANCES DD SecnL KehmseTO SS ee 
© 4eans D_Dreeemege  LITEFAL Meantime TS SA9L1) wie 
Bors 1 MVE Te mW0h ofeeuT| B= KS uBR Ss 
wetuiie — — TS0Ges% er Exosesis a 


PEL ane Pen, ap cassie). 


ae (ques Ce TSS 


D INT TALAIC CMPACTER Fie. — oe to 


@ vse Suey ys [Lv STCRTIOnN— Ne 


“Dispalstral 
TEND 10 paar cpa 


— WLES5 ae Sense wpiblisias: * | ES.. : ne 
TON IMRDIATE TEXT, ae Lal 
Ee TIT a OS BP KOVns : 
34 a 
: eae WI hc 
oe 3. Sie eR +) m aS ae 


Zt Tite 


INE 
II BeUCAL | ras 
Fe RA kee ee 


ZACUeST  ¥NioDA) WN SEL PBA 


> PW 


she meet is - vis T2APTTICi ys > &. VANE Tid 8D: 
eee Su: Pri = = ea Z SS laos ee Pe 


> 
a Ss Epi 6F JU acraz ie OG YSeePUeg aN a 


= yw j as 
aha xeAD ae : 


ee dS Somdiey — 
CPN RC AR. Peto = | arorRP 


Pa Sern Bae eg OP eS we WwoeY> aa 


ke Teetfokcreetedvidiag, sain Hele Gd, us @ HIE afte addon ec darsinnstcnaa th ica: 


be. Thue Nor Taste alot, Feet. wor! 


— LRRDS AE _SkdOS 1 wetnwe — Ler ~psFuif(e Seis - 


_ 7  ieemacinchiia 


~ acu OUT oF eee UA _ Ae ES 


 . COSTEKT — Pivolis eBorW6 WG THINKING |. 


DEBCHT LAVELS & Comte 


Soe . ee 

ae ; ; 
ee PO ete A | ei dh | ae _ Ses eee 
Pe ne - 7 a . 


ot 


a nn rn 
PRES Scr PN eS Ee Se I a EE PE I Gn ce SO ae ee ee ewe 


ee d= ume Post Ato 
TL. CosserT : 


a BieLICAL — poor. Oper, /49 ee Nev Jo BUMIGRLLALS Us 
SySRRATIC- . Ovestlan Fes, ae = i 


nO —S rete 
Sa eet ZO Hewat oe pre No 


FV A = core be vrs ia ) TPM LATIONS rn 
ee “PROS RK Preset — TNE IN WoePS ~ LARGER. voed8 
Reond® Byres & Thaedt " 
ees Pidtuuryes — Noe DeFiMiTtos 
pa Sis ore Cis ' 
EMU VSiCdL- rord yous Swiss — Beoles tee | 


Oe eo eee ANAL. e2- etapa 
— ASS EHBLY 


(we) 


Oe a re e¥= 
6, CRAP seth ati 


ee GIENAL WD Wo WOT i ie 


tt Leb Tees oer is! 


DOAL- NST RS. 


“Both aied Thee 38 Ex 
hed. 


SoBie Ge 


re eaibrfome Taste COKIN, 
OY coWNT FF GRce, 


feito OBEDIGNCE 


° DEATH 


Pons :2- 


~ : 
ie: ear 


: UNE? LIS / 


cas , | BL ed 
; \ ~~~ 2 3 | | 


‘THod6 Lx hve 
Ty 
iw: 


— =a ie-csue See ae le: ES oa. 


a ma COUENT, “W606 > OS CEST 


ZIFING — WO CAL Brrr tt 
O_o =_teiero 
Ue itASe 


— Fee © FeDepd, Covent Tas cy 
CPCBILS LC. Babee ee & CovgnsnkT TNE?) 


a Dee eee (AX SKPEREICS <—— 
a RASA) 


xe OE Et MGDsin— : 


Caovedan Thsokois\/ 


Sonam esd ete 


* ChaET AW IZ 


pest ies nex. } ~ 
Fs ae i a: i as peer 
— : E LY wie WAS ah es eS Lec ea 4 oie: e : - 
is: nes oe “Th Rustions : ) 
e. LZ! i 
: geese a vse 7-9 


ae ie seth are 
a 8 ac a 
| (mS aeechss CL lpg isl ee 
A i = Si, aR SEs 
; o£, 


: =i di Salas f : 


oF sane por A Pon Mens <————T 


ee Aa ot Ee a 2 a 

: | SM. GQ. - SYS Comteoné T 

z = ee. OTE sors 
| Sn) “pave Pine is : 


: ee ee Sines ACT) OBO ce ae ALOU 
| » F— Ptrucs Coneesion! 


x € cle DiSPAKATTONAUS 
Py ERE SH OSS Dic BENE. « — SH yp OF TRE ene 
ba WUE OM ETC. 


= 


- Tote foe Tene 


ey PPE aeLOAL - 
or OC WALLENLU WAL east 


LAY ESteBUSNED RY 2 _ 


Dead VAS A OLS UVES ween 
“Tors , i 56 | 


Cio! cae iia ee 5 we Mike ; 
qs : : dB a Bro Te el >:ch | 


KE=} Sern ons - “UROUGED BLE A Dist BAT WE 
Tie AGO Ne 
_ i] 


TEX 


-. SR THe e Retr PEO Colt <> eign Te 
4¢4S Flaked ve Dnyeen | se 


hor JEx. af i ade ro RM nid a 
a Seen) ; ercotenae pet 


pean aad ae 


es gael! 


as = Fre 
= DISREREALON) HAS WoptED Ww Zalenov. 

A Econ cee Po aS 

- Peen6r ‘op csww) -ts5d> e 


Ut 


ES 


4S (A 
ath Al Cy 
| se .. Wer 


=o Am THE LY 
TRE TEST 47HN€ UFE/ 
No ne CHES “JO TNE 


Te tis Beate 


fy 
YE 
A EeAe sss 
Md 


FS, 
fg 


ip ey 
fy 
4 . ifs aS 
{het Rs i nwt 7h Feta Mc 
festa PRAY if 
ty ed, oh . 


4 ae, 


wy _ v2 
SIDR Ny Aes ' 5; nt * ANY PAS! Y \ 5 AAPA): y ny % Bh LEAST oe ker 2 
betes ae) Ay AL iS SARE OL ie CY AY DO Oe SAAR LO ae ei 


AKG x et 
Oru rr) / 
' Me ae m 
a * we re 
Wee) 
fe 


v 
, 
ae LL sh iia Matty oy ide et NNT Ne, 
Mid tate BVO Mas Kas Ss Nidnees 
SHARE T Wiphics ore ee Wed 
: yy Ban “te Ae etl mh Hy) 
ip Cry veh: ; Sh 
Ree ESS mash soa oN 
r - Pads) ee 


a > 
Path. 
7 


fy 


ivi i atts saat ist ise a BA, xe ; 
EADS} Haris Kh Pel vat HAVER MER CLUES iy \ 
say \ ty ah y ‘ 2 n a aus hth yA .) 
hy Milde u ~2 me " : as i i , Ah Ua UV SST st “A 
ent i OPA etal ONecaRE 
i Sosa 
Ne 


sine in 
a 
‘“ Cay 


iy 
Cary 


we Vx i Pty AR be 

4 ay als d't 
RE a ; 

a bs. 3 

fests Wa 


1 Henke NS ef 


“pe > 
oS io 3 +t: 
<— . 
Privat: a 


aa 


Ys 2 AAS ASS ; 7 Si os) 
ENR ay? tus HAA 88 tg Ut ar ea 
bie En SPAN Hise by AS oan 
Yn tht saelt . ha GS 7 | 4 . peas > 
Carag Vora Ya bay mm 
Nipoad i) me Apeh ah 5 
a ei Ys ies 
355 
S te 


28 ieee 
ag ae 


eee 


” ie Lancs 
7 ap) {4 eo. 
SUAS RULRAN EN od INTE: 
s ja . ee i 1 

Peps are 


Maan 


fh 1\ 
ia 


¥ 
i 
ae ¥ ots 
Sty x hs 


: 
F 


CURRENT THEORIES ON THE END TIMES 


This study is an attempt to present in an objective manner the 
various theories currently held in Christian circles about the 
end times. Because of the volumes of material on this topic, 
this study will limit itself to millennial and tribulational 


views. 


1. MILLENNIAL VIEWS 
A. POSTMILLENNIAL4SH 


Although this position is not widely held at present, it has been influential 


throughout .church history. 
1]. TEACHING 


a. 


The first theme is that the kingdom of God is primarily a present 
reality; it is here in earthly fashion. The kingdom is not a realm, 

a domain over which the Lord reigns. It is, more correctly, the rule 

of Christ in the hearts of men. Wherever men believe in Jesus Christ, 
commit themselves to Him, and obey Him, the kingdom is present. It is 
not something to be introduced cataclysmically at some future time. 
Second, the postmillennialist expects a conversion of all the nations 
prior to Christ's return. The preaching of the gospel will be effective. 
This will not be a human accomplishment, achieved through great skill or 
finely honed methodology, but a divine accomplishment, achieved through 
the Holy Spirit's convicting and regerating men. Some Jiberals see 
mankind not changing from the in out but from the out in, i.e., through 
social and economic change. 

A third tenet of postmillennialism is the expectation of a long period 
of earthly peace termed the inillennium. As more and more persons submit 
themselves to the Lord's plan and begin to practice the teachings and 


way of life that He established, peace will be the natural result. 


It should be noted that the postmillennialist is not literalistic about 
the length of the millennium: the millennium is a long period of time, 
not necessarily one thousand calendar years. Its length would be 
difficult to reckon anyway because the millennium has no clear point 

of beginning. There will not one day be a condition of peace that was 


completely absent the previous day; the kingdom will arrive by degrees. 


The premillennialism of our day, held that the millennial reign would 
begin in a sudden, dramatic fashion, through the visible, bodily 

return of the Lord. The postmillennial conception, on the other hand, 
is that the continuing spread of the gospel will increasingly introduce 


the kingdom. 


It sould also be noted that the difference between the millennial age 
and other ages in the life of the church is not qualitative but quanti- 
tave. Some postmillennialists have the millennium cover the entire 
period of the church. Those who do not, however, see the present age 
simply blending into the millennial age. Marriage, the family, and 

human birth will still be present. There will still be economic, social, 
and educational problems, but their most unpleasant features will be 


greatly modified and even eliminated. 


Thus the distinction between premillennialism and postmillennialism 

is more than that between ''before'' and "'after.'' For the premillennialist 
the millennium is a quality of existence very different from other ages, 
even a different type of world. For the postmillennialist it differs 
from the present age only in degree. 

Fifth, at the end of the millennium there will be a time of apostasy and 
a flare-up of evil occurring in connection with the coming of Antichrist. 
A sixth point of postmillennialism is that the millennium will end with 
the personal, bodily return of Christ. 

The Lord's return will be followed immediately by the resurrection of 
all-righteous and unrighteous - and the judgment of al] and their 


assignment to one of two ultimate and permanent states. 


2. HISTORY 


a. 


In reaction to the highly immaginative teachings which were developing 
in the Caeserean Church, the Church in Alexandria challenged them with 
a different interpretation of Rev. 20 which refers the millennium to 
the present age and the first resurrection to refer to being born again. 
Augustine popularized this belief and said that the millennium is God's 
kingdom in here on earth in the form of the Roman Catholic Church. 

The Augsberg and Westminster Confessions are basically postmillennial 
denominations such as Lutheran, Presbyterian and other Reformed groups 
haye tended to take this position. 

The decline of this position is a result of more historical than 


exegetical considerations. 


3. AN EVALUATION OF POSTMILLENNIALISM 
a. Positive 
1. It gives attention that God's Kingdom is a present reality and 
that His resources are present to us now. 
2. It encourages evangelism. 
3. It promotes a spirit of optimism. 
b. Negative 
]1. Is its optimism unrealistic in light of what we know? 
2. It neglects passages as worsening in the end times. MT 24:9-14 
B. AMILLENNIALISM 
1. TEACHING 
a. On many points the teaching of postmillennialism and amillennialism 
are very similar. This is easy to understand since many amills. 
were former postmills. 
b. Here are some points that both postmills. and amills. have in common: 
1. The first is that the second coming of Christ will inaugurate the 
the final age and the final state for both believers and unbelievers. 
This means that the second coming will be followed immediately by 
the general resurrection, the judgment of all men, and the consignment 
of all to their ultimate, future states. There will be no transitional 
period, no earthly, personal reign of Christ, no millennium. These 
events will follow in rapid sequence, with no appreciable intervening 
period of time. 
2. The second feature (shared at least with most postmillennialists) 
is that the one thousand years of Revelation 20 are symbolical rather 
than literal. Another way of putting this is to say that the 
reference to one thousand years is atemporal, The postmillennialist 
believes in an earthly reign of Christ, but with Christ absent 
instead of present. This belief, howeyer, is not based on Rev. 20; 


indeed, this passage is regarded as irrelevant to the issue. 


Further, the two resurrections of Rev. 20 do not, as the premillen- 
nialist contends, require an intervening millennium. Amillennialists 
have agreed that the two resurrections are not both physical. Some 
amillennialists, howeyer, regard the first resurrection as spiritual 
and the second as physical; others regard both resurrections as 
spiritual. 

3. Finally, Old Testament prophecies are less literal than most pre- 


millennialists consider them. These prophecies will not be fulfilled 


within the history of the church, or in some cases In the ''new 
earth." 
Here are some points in which they differ: 
]. Amills. are less optimistic at worldwide conversions. 
2. Amills. believe in the imminence of Christ's return. 
How does the amill. position deal with Rev. 20:4-5? 
1. The first resurrection is spiritual, the second is either bodily- 
physical or spiritual. (Most say the second is physical.) 
2. Amills. argue by asking, ''What did the book mean to the people 
back then?'! 
a. It was written to encourage Christians who were under persecution. 
b. The 1000 years symbolizes the completeness of Satan's binding 
and restraint. It was used to convey the idea of the complete 
triumph of the martyrs who have been the objects of Satan's 
attacks. 
c. The first resurrection symbolizes the victory of the martyrs in 
6:9-11 who died a physical death to conquer the demands of Rome. 
The Interpretation of Prophecy 
We should also note that at base the amillennialist approaches the 
interpretation of prophecy differently from the premillennialist. The 
amillennialist tends to expect no literal fulfillment of prophecy at some 
future time. Many of the prophecies he considers either to have been 
fulfilled relatively soon after the prophecy itself or, as in the case 
of the martyrs who reign with Christ for a thousand years, to describe 
ongoing conditions. (The passage concerning the reigning martyrs is 
understood "'reiteratively'' - it finds its fulfillment constantly in the 
intermediate state of believers.) In this way the amillennialist side- 
steps the premillennial argument that there are numberous prophecies 
yet to be fulfilled and that these require a millennium. This is the 
source of the different tone or ethos of the thought and writings of 
amillennialists on the one hand and of premillennialists on the other. 
Premillennialists are often ‘searching the Scriptures" and studying 
current events, attempting to align the two to discover how near the 
end might be. Generally speaking, amillennialists do not possess nearly 
as intensive a prophetic interest. 
An Evaluation of Amillenniaism 
1. Positive 


a. It recognizes that Biblical prophecy uses a great deal of 


symbolism and treats it accordingly. 
b. It has attempted a serious exegesis of Rev. 20 by asking ''What 
does the passage mean if it does teach an earthly millennium?"! 
2. Nagative 
a. Does the amill. interpretation of a "spiritual" resurrection 
and then a ''physical'' resurrection in Rev. 20:45 create a 


distinction where none exist? 


The same verb is used of both resurrections. 
b. Does the Bible ever use the term "resurrection" in a spiritual 


sense anywhere else? 


C. PREMILLENNIALISM 
1, TEACHING 


a. 


The first major feature of the premillennial system is an earthly reign 

of Christ that is established by His second coming. In common with 
postmillennialism, premillennialism asserts that there will be a period 

in which the will of God is done on earth, a period in which Christ's 

reign is an actuality among men. This reign means that there will be 
complete peace, righteousness, and justice among men. Some premillennialis 
would make this a literal period of exactly one thousand years. Others 


would be less literal, making it simply an extended period of time. The 


‘essential point, however, is that this reign will be on earth and Jesus 


Christ will be bodily present. According to postmillennialism, the 
kingdom of God will be on earth, but Christ will not have returned 
bodily. 

This earthly millennium will not come into reality through a gradual 
process of progressive growth or development. Rather, it will be dra- 


matically or cataclysmically inaugurated by the second coming. 
Premillennialists believe that a "great tribulation'' will immediately 


precede the millennium, and that this will actually heighten the effects 
of the millennium. This will be a time of intense anguish, truly 

unlike anything previously occurring upon the earth. It may well involve 
cosmic phenomena, persecution, and great suffering. Premillennialists 
differ as to whether the church of Jesus Christ will be present on 

earth during the tribulation or whether God will remove it from the 

earth just prior to the great tribulation. 

The two resurrections of Rev, 20:4-6 are to be distinguished on the 
basis of their participants, not, as in amillennialism and postmillen- 
nialism, on the basis of their natures. Both resurrections, not just 


the second (as most amillennialists believe), are physical or 


bodily. Only believers are involved in the first resurrection, how- 


ever, whereas the rest of the human race, the non-Christians, are 


not resurrected until the end of the millennium. One reason for 


dividing the resurrection is that all believers wil] reign together with 


Christ during the millennium, those who are alive when Christ returns 


and those who have died in the faith. The resurrection of unbelievers 


serves only to get them to the judgment. 


e. Although there are variations, there are in all premillennial views of 


the millennium certain common elements. The first is obviously that 


during this period Jesus Christ will possess absolute control. The 


major forces opposing Him and His rule during the period between His 


ascension and His second coming will have been, for al] practical pur- 


poses, eleiminated. Satan will have been restrained. Antichrist 


(the beast) and the false prophet will have been destroyed by Christ 


at His second coming. As a result, all who are alive during this 


period will submit to the rule of the Messiah. Every knee will bow, 


as Paul expressed it in Philippians 2:10-11. 


f. Finally, premillennialists see a special status for Israel during the 


millennium, though they disagree concerning the exact nature of the 


status, 


2. HISTORY 


3. AN EVALUATION OF PREMILLENNIALISM 


a. Positive 


l. 
ae 


It is sincere in its attempts to understand prophecy. 
The premillennialism interpretation of Rev. 20:4-5 raises fewer 


difficulties than other positions. 


b. Negative 


I. 
2. 


The millennium is specifically referred to only one time. Rev. 20:4-5 
In all the things that Jesus had to say about the end times, He never 
predicted a 1000 year earthly reign. 

Paul made no mention of an earthly rule. 

Is it better to understand this lone millennial reference in some 
other way than a 1000 year period? 

Are all prophecies fulfilled as literally as they might imply? 


e.g. the prediction that Elijah would preceed the coming of the 
Messiah. Acts 15:13-18, "'tabernacle''! = in gathering of Gentiles 
into the kingdom. Matt 2:16-18 

Why should there be an earthly reign of Christ at all? 

It is argued that the Jewish flavor of premillennialism goes 


goes against God's love for all people. 


eee ee 


PREMILLENNIAL SCHEME OF WORLD EVENTS Chart 13 
RAPTURE SECOND NEW HEAVEN 
SAINTS WITH CHRIST ADVENT AND 
IN HEAVEN NEW EARTH 
Sh ETE mT 


WITH THE SAINTS 


CHURCH AGE TRIBULATION PILLENMIUMG | -oaycine rT ORe 
7 YEARS 1000 YEARS JUDGMENT 


3% 
THE GREAT 
TRIBULATION 


ETERNAL HELL 
BATTLE OF BATTLE OF 
ARMAGEDDON GOG AND MAGOG 


Chart 13 


tr 


PREMILLENNIAL SCHEME 
OF WORLD EVENTS 


. Premillennialism sees Christ’s second advent to this earth 


before (“‘pre’’) the beginning of a literal millennial King- 
dom on earth. (The Millennium is referred to in Rev 
20; 1-7 as ‘thousand years.’’) 


. In the rapture, Christ does not come to this earth. His 


Suints are Caught up (raptured) to the skies, to be with 
Him in heaven. (Read | Th 4:13-18.) During that time, 
there will be Tribulation on earth, at the end of which 
Christ will come to the earth and conquer the hosts of 
darkness in the Battle of Armageddon. 


. The Battle of Gog and Magog (Rev 20:8) will take place at 


the very end of the millennial period. Then will come the 
great white throne judgment at which time all unbelievers 
will be separated from God for elernity. (Read Rev 
20:11-15.) 


. Reference to this chart is made in the Bible Self-Study 


Guide, Ezekiel-Daniel, pages 73-75, 


RELATED CHARTS 


. Compare this chart with Chart 14, which shows the activ- 


ity of Antichrist during the Tribulation period. Also, 
compare Chart [5. 


» Compare Charts 86-87 (N.T.): Four Main Schools of In- 


terpretalion of Revelation. 


» Some of Daniel's visions involved these events of the end 


times. See Chart 23. 
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EPIPHANEIA 

This Greek word is used five times in the New Testament to describe 
the Second Coming (2 Thess. 2:8; 1 Tim. 6:14; 2 Tim. 4:1,8; Titus 2:13). In 
Greek literature it was used in connection with the supposed manifestations of 
their gods. Its obvious connotation is of a literal, bodily appearance. May we 
not assume then that the appearance of Jesus in His Second Coming will be 
literal and bodily? Since we will meet Jesus face to face, Paul suggests in the 
Timothy, Thessalonians and Titus references that we be law-abiding, obedient, 
that we live a godly life and love His appearing. 


Were you looking forward to this kind of Second Coming? It will be 
HORRIBLE-- just like the judgments on ancient nations; ETERNAL-- not just 
an event, but Jesus’ eternal presence; REVEALING-- you will know Jesus per- 
sonally and fully; and LITERAL, VISIBLE-- ‘We know... we shall see Him just 
as He is (1 John 3:2b). 


Do you really believe in the Second Coming? Here’s the acid test: 
“And every one who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is 
pure’’ (1 John 3:3). 


®@ Additional copies of this tract may be ordered from GOOD NEWS, 245] 
Workman St., Los Angeles, CA 90031 


NEARING THE END! 


by William Pile @ Los Angeles 


THE NEAREST THE BIBLE comes to using the expression ‘‘Second 
Coming of Christ,’’ is Hebrews 9:28, which reads: ‘‘So Christ also, having been 
offered once to bear the sins of many, shall appear a second time, not to bear 
sin, to those who eagerly await Him, for salvation.’’ 


But there are other expressions which inspired Bible writers chose to 
describe the return of Christ and the end of the world. Each word or expression 
is unique and gives a clearer understanding of the climactic end time events. 


THE DAY OF THE LORD 

This expression has been applied to many events in the Bible. Its Old 
Testament use was generally in describing God’s judgments against wicked na- 
tions and His beneficence toward righteous ones. Joel 1 describes a terrible 
plague of locusts which is called ‘‘the day of the Lord’ in verse 15. In the 
New Testament it is applied to similar spectacular happenings such as the ad- 
vent of Christ (John 8:56) and the destruction of Jerusalem (Acts 2:20). 


But so is the Second Coming called ‘‘the day of the Lord.’’ Read 1 Cor- 
inthians 1:8; 2 Corinthians 1:14; Philippians 1:6; 1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Thes- 
salonians 2:2; 2 Peter 3:10. 

Then if you want to know how wonderful and how horrible the Second 
Coming of Christ will be, look into Biblical ‘‘day(s) of the Lord’ such as the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the terrible calamities that befell Old Testament 


peoples. This term certainly provides some startling insight into what the Sec- 
ond Coming will be like. 


PAROUSIA 

This word was used by Jesus’ disciples in Matthew 24:3: ‘*...What will 
be the sign of your coming?”’ ‘‘Coming’’ is the Greek word ‘‘parousia’’ which 
means ‘‘to come and exist with.”” Thus, the 16 New Testament uses of the 
word tell us that Jesus is coming again to exist with us. The disciples were 
about to lose Jesus after only 3% years. He had not come to stay. They wanted 
to know when He was coming again, and this time to stay with them. 


Since this word is used, it would seem that people whose Christianity 
consists of a once or twice remembrance of Christ each year will hardly welcome 
the Second Coming. 


APOCALYPSIS 

This is the Greek word for ‘‘revelation.” It means an unveiling, like a 
statue. It is used in reference to the Second Coming in Luke 17:30; 2 Thessa- 
lonians 1:7; 1 Peter 1:13; 1 Peter 4:13. 


By the use of this word may we not assume that what we know about 
Jesus now is comparable to what one would know about a statue before it has 
been unveiled? Think of all the questions about Jesus that will be answered in 
His Second Coming! 


How then can religious teachers make statements like this? ‘‘That Jesus 
will not return in a physical body is clear from the testimony of the Scriptures”’ 
(Awake! 7/22/73) and then teach Jesus already came invisibly as the Jehovah's 
Witnesses do? It is false teaching, for sure! 


ABRUPT 

In all sorts of ways, Jesus and Bible writers tried to get people to live 
a Second Coming lifestyle, that is, a life which is always in a state of prepared- 
ness for Jesus’ return. The ‘thief in the night’’ concept originally came from 
the lips of Jesus (Matt. 24:42-44) and was repeated by Peter (2 Peter 3:10). It 
will take place ‘‘in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye’’ Paul declared (1 Cor. 
15:52). 


This abruptness, in spite of the Bible’s repeated warnings, will find 
people unprepared. But the lack of preparation will be inexcusable, especially 
to those who know what the Bible says. 


At the return of Christ what will YOU be like? You can be one of the 
“elect’’ caught up to meet the Lord in the air. Read how people became Chris- 
tians in Acts 2:36-42. 


@ Additional copies of this tract may be ordered from GOOD NEWS, 2451 
Workman St., Los Angeles, CA 90031. 


NEARING THE END! 


The Return 
Of Christ: 
What It Will Be Like 


by William Pile @ Los Angeles 


Most followers of the Christian religion believe in the Second Coming of 
Christ. But when you find out WHAT they believe about it, you’re in for a shock. 


Many have given up belief in a literal return of Christ. F.E. Davison, 
writing in Front Rank, said: ‘‘l assure you that you can find among the Disciples 
of Christ ministers— many of them of real worth and standing —who believe and 
teach the idea of the approaching physical return of our Lord... It is my convic- 
tion that the spirit of Jesus Christ has not only returned once or twice but millions 
of times. Whenever | see a person turn from darkness to light, | believe that 
Christ has returned to bless and guide that person. My great quarrel with so 
many of the Second Coming enthusiasts is that they want to read me out of the 
church if | do not happen to accept their particular concept."’ 


Others have a Second Coming faith, but not a Second Coming lifestyle. 
“You too be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not ex- 
pect,’’ Jesus warned in Luke 12:40. People who really believe in the return of 
Christ are getting ready for it (2 Pet. 3:11). To gauge how strong your own con- 
viction about the reality of the Second Coming is, check your church attendance. 
Hebrews 10:25 says it should increase as the Coming draws near. 


Maybe what you need is a brief look beyond the here and now into the 
there and then of the return of Christ. Here are words that summarize what the 
Bible says about it. 


SPECTACULAR 

God is going to bring together the mightiest of His miracles for this epic 
to top all epics. There will be a great multitude. Of angels, Matthew 25:31. Of 
the elect (Christians), Mark 13:27. There will be the spectacular miracle of mil- 
lions of resurrections, 1 Corinthians 15:51-53. 


And then, descending on a cloud formation more ominous than any ever 
seen before, and visible to the entire world simultaneously, Jesus Christ will 
appear, Revelation 1:7. Christians will rise to meet Him while the rest of the 
world looks on. It will make Cecil B. DeMille’s Bible extravaganzas look like 
neighborhood summer theater! : 


PERSONAL 

He won't send a representative. ‘For the Lord Himself shall descend 
from heaven..."’ (1 Thess. 4:16). Jesus ‘‘shall appear a second time” (Heb. 9:28). 
There's no chance that you'll be lost in the crowd or that you'll miss Him. 


AUDIBLE & VISIBLE 

Contrary to beliefs of those who make His return spiritual or mystical, 
Paul taught that the Second Coming would be accompanied by a shout, the voice 
of the archangel and the trumpet of God (1 Thess. 4:16). John explained that 
when He returns ‘‘every eye will see Him,”’ both saved and unsaved (Rev. 1:7). 


You have a choice between the two. It might be a hard choice except for 
the: eternal dimension God adds-- JREVER. ‘Hendrik Willem Van Loon, in The 
“Story of Mankind, | illustrates it like this: “High up in the North, in the land 
called Svithjod, there stands a rock. It is 100 miles high and 100 miles wide. 
Once every 1000 years a little bird comes to this rock to sharpen its beak. 
When the rock has ‘thus been worn away, then a single day. of eternity will have 
-gone by."” 


Your three minutes are up! You have thought of eternity for three min- 
utes. These three minutes can change your FOREVER if you' "II decide now to 
turn your life. over the Jesus Christ. ‘In just a few more minutes you could be a 
Christian! Read how: 

@ Acts 2:36-42 @ Acts 8:9-13 & 26- 39 

@ Acts 10:44-48 @ Acts 16:13-15 & 19-34 
@ Acts 22:3-16 
Write us for further help. 


e Additional copies of this tract my! be ordered from HeOOD) NEWS, 2451 
Workman St., Los Angeles, CA 90031 


- NEARING THE END! 


by William Pile @ Los Angeles 


If during the next three minutes while you read this message you could 
stop all watches and clocks, hide all calendars, turn off the sun and stop all ro- 
tation of the planets, you would get some idea of ‘eternity. The Bible writer, 
Paul, explains it by contrasting it with time: ‘The things which are seen are 
temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal’” (2 Cor. 4:18b). 


Everything you can experience with the five senses belongs to time: 
loved ones, houses, food, etc. They are ‘inexorably related to time. It takes 
time to have them and in time they are gone, On the other hand, spiritual be- 
‘ings and qualities have no such time relationship. ‘They are eternal, perpetual , 
ceaseless, without end. 


‘Herein lies man's difficulty with. Christianity. He is so time oriented, 
and | Christianity deals with timeless values. Nevertheless, for the next two 
minutes try to think about forever. 


BOTH HEAVEN & HELL ARE FOREVER 

The Greek word “‘aionios’’ is used 68 times in the New Testament in 
reference to both salvation and damnation. Examine a few references closely: 
Hebrews 5:9; Romans 6:23; John 3:16; Matthew 25:46; 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 
The word means ‘‘unto the ages of the -ages,’’ and conveys the idea of either 
lack of origin or termination or both. 


e@ No corruption- thievery - Matt. 6: 


eA house to live in- 2 Cor. Bale TI 
e Fellowship with Jesus - 1 Thess 4:17 

e Service to God - Rev. 7:15 -@ Singing - Rev. 5:9; 14:1-3 
eA city - Heb. 13:14 & Rev. pat: 1-5 © Reigning - Rev. 20:5 


Bible writers used a myriad of figures of speech to illustrate the forever- 


ness of heaven and hell. Notice some of them: Luke 20: 36; Revelation 7:16; 


21:23 25; 22:5; Matthew 3:12; Mark 9:48,49. Heaven is. pictured as living forever 
(a concept which is pleasant) while hell i is pictured as dying forever (a concept 
which i is horrible). This is how God wants you looking af eternity! 


FOREVER THEN BECOMES NOT A QUESTION 
OF “HOW LONG?”, BUT “WHERE?” 
In heaven there are FOREVER these things which suggest joy: 
:20; Rev. 21:27 
° Living, no more dying - John 10:28; Luke 20:36; Rev. 21:4 
The tree of life - Rev. 2:7 


In hell there are FOREVER these repugnant things: 
e Destruction- Matt. 7:13 e Darkness/weeping/gnashing - Matt. 8:12 


eFire & smoke - Matt. 18:9; Rev. 14:10 


e Torment, no test - Rev. 14: ‘ll e Association with the wicked - Rev. 21:8 
° Banishment from the presence of God - 2 Thess. 1:9 


‘tlefield on which ee ue Christians. qineset pla rosea ‘ Ede enemies 


are. usually Tecognized. as Satan himself (the dragon), corrupt governments. (the 


beast), and false religion (the false prophet). Christ and Christians will finally 


win this struggle. 
What a soul-chilling battle this view suggests! ‘On the other hand, to look 


for a literal alliance of nations gathering to fight a literal battle at a iteral loca- 


tion | may s sidetrack you for the real battle you're fighting Tight now. ‘For our 


struggle i is not against flesh and blood, but against... the spiritual forces of 
wickedness i in the heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12). 


If you lose that battle a literal | Battle of Armageddon: won't matter. anyway. 


e Additional. copies of this tract may be ordered from. GOOD | NEWS, 2451 
Workman St, Los Angeles, CA 90031 


‘NEARING THE END!. 


by William Pile @ Los Angeles - 


Would you be surprised to know that the Battle of Armageddon is men- 
tioned only once in the Bible? That makesit an ideal subject for fanciful specu- 
lation. 


That one mention is in Revelation 16. A review of the chapter reveals 
seven angels pouring out their seven bowls of God's wrath upon earth. In verses 
12-16 the sixth bowl is discussed. It is in this section that the Battle of Arma- 
geddon is mentioned. The contents of the sixth bowl dried up the Euphrates 
River so kings from the east could assemble (v. 12). Then something like frogs 
‘came out of the mouths of the dragon, the beast and the false prophet (v. 13). 
These frog-like creatures were evil spirits which inhabited world rulers and caused 
them to gather “for the war of the great day of God" (v. 14). It occurred at Har- 
Magedon (Armageddon i in older translations, v. 16). 


Study i ina Bible Atlas. reveals that Har-Megedon was the Hill of Megiddo 
of the Old Testament. It was located 10 miles southwest of Nazareth. Megiddo 
was a prominent battlefield throughout history. 


Certain characteristics about the Revelation 16 account are obvious: 
1) Itis set amidst many figurative passages; 2) It contains several words which 
are obviously figurative (dragon, beast, bowl); 3) It is therefore possible that 
other words which appear to be literal, ‘could be figurative (Euphrates, Hat-Me- 
gedon). 


But no battle was ever fought i in Revelation 16. Most commentators agree 


that the particulars of the battle itself are found in chapter 19:19-21. Those 


verses name the participants on the one side (followers of the beast and false” 


prophet) and the other (the army of “Him who sat upon the horse, "y. 19). They. 


also tell the outcome. The army of Christ won and the opponents were either 


cast alive into the lake of fire or were killed and their flesh was eaten by birds 


(v. 20b, 21). 


e |S THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON A REAL WAR? 
e ISIT YET TO BE FOUGHT? 

e WHERE WILL IT BE FOUGHT? 

e WHO WILL WIN? 


These are the questions you are probably asking. There are two basic 


‘approaches to answers. One is speculative and exciting. The other is simple 
but very. Serious. 


Those who believe there will be a literal battle fought at the traditional 


site of Megiddo generally: agree | that God and His people will fight on one side. 


saw the allied enemy as Russia (the dragon), the Roman Catholic Church (the 


beast), and Islam (the false prophet). Hal Lindsey, popular end times writer of 
this generations sees a more complicated alliance. He predicts that Russia will 
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WHAT DEATH IS LIKE 

The story of the rich sinner and poor-but-righteous Lazarus in Luke 16:19- 
31 gives the only Biblical insignt into the state of the dead. That story (which 
Jesus represented as true, not a fairy-tale) teaches that: 

e There is consciousness, feeling, memory, etc., when you are dead; 

@ There are rewards for the dead based on their living record (punish- 
ments for the wicked, comforts for the righteous); 

e@ These states of the dead are fixed and could only have been changed 
prior to dying: 

e Extreme displeasure is the lot of the unrighteous dead. The wicked man 
was in agony, in flames, and his mind was haunted by the thought of his loved 
ones coming to this place of suffering. 


How will it happen to you? Inoperable disease? Auto accident? As a 
victim of crime? Or lingering terminal illness? 


Are you ready? Can you claim the victory over death? ‘'O death, where 
is your victory? Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ!” (1 Cor. 15:55a,57). You may gain the victory just like people 
did in Bible times. Read Acts 2:36-42; Acts 8:9-13 & 26-39; Acts 10:44-48; 
Acts 16:13-15 & 19-34. 


@ Additional copies of this tract may be ordered from GOOD NEWS, 2451 
Workman St., Los Angeles, CA 90031. 


NEARING THE END! 


by William Pile @ Los Angeles 


MEN HAVE BEEN WAITING for the end of the world for at least 1900 
years and it hasn't happened yet. In the meantime, billions have met their own 
personal end. What supreme folly then to think so much about the former that 
you failed to consider the latter! 


Sure, the Bible talks about the return of Christ, the end of the world and 
the Judgment, but far more of what it talks about is aimed at causing you to con- 
sider your own personal end. How much thinking have you done in this direc- 
tion? You have an appointment with death: “‘And inasmuch as it is appointed 
for men to die once, and after this comes judgment’’ (Heb. 9:27). As alive as 
you are right now, life is extremely tenuous. ‘You are just a vapor that appears 
for a little while and then vanishes away" (James 4:14b). 


SOME BASIC BIBLE INFORMATION ABOUT DEATH 

e Death is Natural. ‘What man can live and not see death?" the Psalm- 
ist asked in Psalms 89:48a. “'For he sees that even wise men die; the stupid 
and the senseless alike perish..."’ (Psa. 49:10a). The Bible student knows from 
passages like Romans 5:12 that death is God’s punishment on the human race 
for Adam's sin. 

e Fear of Death is Natural. The person who does not know the victory 
over death provided by Jesus Christ lives his adult years caught in death's 
clammy grip of fear. This fear of death, says Hebrews 2:15, enslaves man his 
entire lifetime. The supreme efforts to deny death that are seen in contemporary 


life (euphemisms for the hard word ‘‘death,”’ the growing unpopularity of funer- 
als, etc.) attest to this enslavement. 

e@ Talk About Death is Healthy. ‘Lord, make me to know my end, and 
what is the extent of my days, let me know how transient | am’’ (Psa. 39:4). Talk 
about death leads to preparation for it; preparation leads to Christ; Christ leads to 
release from fear. 

e Your Eternal Destiny is Fixed at Death, Two passages clearly estab- 
lish that there is no second chance: Hebrews 9:27 and Luke 16:19-31. 


WHAT DYING IS LIKE 

e Dying is Fearful. The Psalmist spoke of the ‘terrors of death” and 
the anguish and fear and trembling (Psa. 55:4,5). Obviously he wrote of the pro- 
cess itself-- dying. Dying is fearful because it is an enigma, because nobody 
can do it for you, because it is often accompanied by pain, because it terminates 
human relationships, because it is the beginning of decomposition of the body. 

e Bible Death Scenes. Jacob's dying is described in Genesis 49:33; 
Eli's in 1 Samuel 4:12-18;. Stephen's in Acts 7:54-58. 

@ Scientists believe that three things are involved in dying: resistance, 
life review (when your life flashes back across your mind), and transcendence 
(when mind rises above body as the two separate). David Snell, in a Reader's 
Digest article (8/67), described these very processes in his own experience 
with dying. 


e If there is a preoccupation with physical life at the expense of the 
Spiritual. 

e If there is a disregard for God, perverted living and mockery of re- 
ligion on the part of a large segment of society. 

e If religion is apostate (fallen away from the New Testament pattern), 
if people in droves are following false religion, and if men are sinning behind 
religious masks, 

e If the ‘man of lawlessness’’ has been revealed, that is, a religious 
leader who receives and accepts worship as God. 


WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

If the end is NOT near, what Biblical proof would you offer? Do you 
really believe there is plenty of time, or are you HOPING there is? 

Don't take the chance of being unprepared! Accept God’s grace the 
way sinners did in New Testament times. Read Acts 2:36-42; Acts 8:9-13 & 


26-29; Acts 10:44-48; Acts 16:13-15 & 19-34; and Acts 22:3-16. Write to the 
address below for further help. 


@ Additional copies of this tract may be ordered from GOOD NEWS, 2451 
Workman St., Los Angeles, CA 90031 


NEARING THE END! 


by William Pile @ Los Angeles 


“DO YOU KNOW how to discern the appearance of the sky, but cannot 
discern the signs of the times?” (Matt. 16:3b). Jesus’ question was not a re- 
buke of natural curiosity about the future, but a rebuke of people’s failure to 
look at signs of the times and prepare for the future. 


Eschatologists (end-times experts), armed with charts, tables and 
theories intimidate the average Bible reader with their complicated predictions. 
You can do your own looking and make your own calculations. 

These end-times experts overdo their predictions sometimes because 
they find ‘‘signs of the end’’ in prophecies which have already been fulfilled. 
Author Hal Lindsey (The Late Great Planet Earth) finds in passages like 
Matthew 24:4-28: Daniel 2:36-45; and Acts 2:17-21 signs of the end of the 
world. But the Matthew passage was fulfilled in the destruction of Jerusalem 
in A.D. 70, the Daniel passage in the establishment of the church during the 
Roman era, and the Acts passage in the first decades of the church leading up 
the the destruction of Jerusalem. So don’t look in them for signs of the end of 
the world. 

After you set those passages aside you are left with six major passages 
that do contain signs of the end of the world. They are: Daniel 12:1-5; Mat- 


thew 24:29-44: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4: 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 2 Timothy 3:1-9; and 
2 Peter 3:3,4. Read them carefully. 

After the signs contained in these passages are arranged compositely, 
as in the chart below, they almost sound like they came from today’s newscast! 


@ )NPARALLELED DISTRESS (DAN. 12) 
®@ INCREASE IN KNOWLEDGE (DAN. 12) 
® PREOCCUPATION WITH THE PHYSICAL (MATT. 24) 


@ DISREGARD FOR GOD (MATT. 24) 
® PERVERTED LIVING (2 TIM. 3) 
@ MOCKERY OF RELIGION (2 PET. 3) 


@ APOSTASY (2 THESS. 2) 

® REVEALING OF “‘MAN OF LAWLESSNESS"” 
(2 THESS. 2) 

@ FALLING AWAY FROM THE FAITH (1 TIM. 4) 

@ FOLLOWING FALSE RELIGION (1 TIM. 4) 

@ SEARED CONSCIENCES (1 TIM. 4) 

®@ SINNING BEHIND RELIGIOUS MASK (2 TIM. 3) 


THE END IS NEAR: 
e If there is widespread unrest in the midst of unparalleled increase in 
knowledge. 


“The man of lawlessness’ of 2 Thessalonians 2:3 & 4 has been identi- 
fied by the sensationalists as The Antichrist too. For sure he is antichrist, but 
John said there were many antichrists already arisen in his time, so he must be 
considered one of many antichrists. 


THE GREAT ANTICHRIST FRAUD 


If Satan, particularly through Bible teachers and writers, can get you 
looking for The Antichrist, some Super World Deceiver, you'll miss the real anti- 
christs who are all around. You'll miss the Christ- deniers who occupy seminary 
professorships, editorships, pulpits, and even positions of leadership in church 
organizations. You'll overlook their pernicious destruction of Christianity. 
While you watch for some arsonist who might burn your house down, the termites 
have destroyed it! 


Antichrists deny salvation through the shed blood of Jesus. Will you be- 


believe them? or the Scriptures? Read Revelation 1:5, believe it and then, 
“Arise, and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on His name’’ (Acts 
22:16). 


@ Additional copies of this tract may be ordered from GOOD NEWS, 2451 
Workman St., Los Angeles, CA 90031 


‘NEARING THE END! 


by William Pile @ Los Angeles 


The Antichrist is to religious publishers what sex is to secular publish- 
ers. It is a sensational and mystical subject that sells! People are thinking 
about the end of the world, and The Antichrist is usually associated with that 
subject. 


Who got all this uproar started? Surprisingly, it was a rather quiet, un- 
sensational man named John. Here’s what the Apostle John said: ‘‘Children, it 
is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many 
antichrists have arisen; from this we know that it is the last hour... Who is the 
liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the 
one who denies the Father and the Son... And every spirit that does not confess 
Jesus is not from God; and this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have 
heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world... For many deceivers 
have gone out into the world, those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as 
coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist’ (1 John 2:18,22: 
4:3: 2 John 7). 


Who is The Antichrist? Just about every infamous historical figure has 
had that name pinned on him: Hitler, Mussolini, Stalin, the Pope. Current spec- 
ulation is somewhat diverse because there is no current World Enemy No. 1. 


WHAT REALLY IS ASTOUNDING AND SENSATIONAL about this whole 


subject is that there is no ‘The Antichrist’! The above verses are all the 
Bible contains on the subject of the antichrist and they certainly don’t point to 
some single individual, some Great Deceiver. 


Who did John say was the antichrist? He said the antichrist is anyone 
who denies that Jesus Christ is who He and His Father said He was. The word 
John used means ‘‘against Christ.’’ 


THERE ARE MANY ANTICHRISTS according to 1 John 2:18. ‘Many 
antichrists have arisen,’’ he told early Christians. There is a ‘‘spirit of the 
antichrist’ he told them, an influence which is against Christ (1 John 4:3). 


“BUT WHAT ABOUT THE BEAST OF REVELATION 13?’’ someone 
asks. It has long been a popular pastime to apply John's term ‘‘the antichrist” 
to the beast he described in Revelation. But why didn’t he tie the two together? 
Whatever or whoever the beast of Revelation 13 is, it is not The Antichrist, i.e. 
some single arch enemy of Christ. It is obviously antichrist, but not The Anti- 
christ. If it were, John surely would have so identified it. 


Hal Lindsey, in The Late Great Planet Earth, says the beast of Revela- 
tion 13 is The Antichrist, but not once in an entire chapter called ‘‘The Future 
Fuehrer’’ does he refer to John's description of the antichrist in 1 John. Instead, 
he took the liberty of appropriating the name The Antichrist to the beast. 


nificent liberty which can only belong to the children of God! {tis plain to 
anyone with eyes to see that at the present time created life groans, in a sort 
of universal travail” (Philipps Translation). 


Hope remains only when there is something to look forward to that is 
both realistic and desirable. Once man looked forward to swift means of trans- 
lseeger but the Talli ian of that nie hasn't been totally pleasant. And so 
. hope fades. 


Intuitively, you know there will be an end. A time of reckoning. A 
balancing of the books. Your intuition is right! ‘‘Because He has fixed a day 
in which He will judge the world in righteousness..." (Acts 17:31). You are 
interested because you know it’s going to happen, 


No Bible teaching is so certain as the end of the'world, the Judgment, 
and related events, But how certain is your relationship to God? You have 
read this far because you are interested in end time events. Now let that in- 
terest lead you to duplicate the faith and obedience of early Christians. Read 
how they became Christians in: 


eActs 2:36-42 @ Acts 8:9-13 & 26-39- 
e Acts 10:44-48 e Acts 16:13-15 & 19-34 
e@ Acts 22:3-16 


@ Additional copies of the tract may be ordered from GOOD NEWS, 
2451 Workman St., Los Angeles, CA 90031 


NEARING THE END! 


by William Pile @ Los Angeles 


THE END OF THE WORLD, the Second Coming of Christ, the Judg- 
ment, the Millennium, the Antichrist, the Battle of Armageddon, heaven and 
hell—— these are subjects of wide interest today. Dozens of new religious 
books attest to the interest. The Late Great Planet Earth, Before the Last 
Battle, Pollution and the Death of Man, The Church and the Tribulation, 
There's a New World Coming— these are a few of the titles. And the in- 
flated sales figures of these books indicate that many besides ministers are 
buying them. 


Why ail the interest? 
Why are you interested? 


Jesus’ eleven disciples stood with uplifted eyes after His ascension 
into heaven from the Mount of Olives outside Jerusalem. ‘Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand looking into the sky?” the angel asked. ‘‘This Jesus, who 
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you 
have watched Him go into heaven’’ (Acts 1:1). . 


Since that time, Christians, people whose future is secured in God's 
grace and Jesus’ forgiving blood, have been looking up. Several hundred New 
Testament verses speak of Jesus’ return and events surrounding it, Every 
other prediction He made came to pass, why not His promised return? From 


the depths of Christian hearts come expressions like “Maranatha!?" ("0 Lord 
come!’") and ‘‘Come, Lord Jesus” (1 Cor. 16:22 & Rev. 22:20). 


But why are you interested? 


Men living in the last part of the twentieth century are depressed with 
life. And why not? We are like people embarking on a jet trip, who, after pay- 
ing the fare, entering the aircraft, sitting while the engines roar and whine, 
then look out the window a couple of hours later and see that we're still in the 
airport. We are the benefactors of the sum total of human intelligence since the 
beginning; we enjoy the results of technology which our forefathers only 
dreamed about; we are nuclear giants— yet we've really come nowhere. Fam- - 
ine, crime, violence, disease, death, despair and unhappiness still abound. 
There is no real progress. 


Within the last decade leading scientists from all disciplines met in 
Italy to discuss the future of planet earth from their particular viewpoints, 
Their projections were fed into a computer. The frightening result was that 
the earth cannot support life much beyond the year 2000. Isn't that what Paul 
was talking about in Romans 8:19-227 “‘The world of creation... has been 
given hope. And the hope is that in the end the whole of created life will be 
rescued from the tyranny of change and decay, and have its share in that mag- 


; NEARING THE END! 

in? It lays to rest any hope you might have of a 

you would get right with God if you saw loved ones 

at won’t happen. When Christians go to meet their 

Judgment with Him, nonChristians will be heading 

thout Him, alone. That being the case, the time to 
fead how people became Christians in Bible times: 
6-39; Acts 10:44-48; Acts 16:13-15 & 19-34; Acts 
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by William Pile @ Los Angeles 


“Jim and | were stop-starting our way through afternoon expressway traffic 
when | pointed his attention to an antique car criving alongside us. He made no 
comment. | turned to get his attention, But no one was sitting in the driver's 
seat. Jim wasn't there! | grabbed the steering wheel and slid behind it in time to 
avoid a collision. | was shaking with fear, so | took the first turnoff and parked.”” 


With similar descriptions religious writers describe the ‘‘Rapture."’ But 
what are they talking about? Where can | read about it in the Bible? 


Dr. Robert Strong has described the Rapture as: ‘‘the sudden and possible 
secret coming of Christ in the air to catch away from the earth the resurrected 
bodies of those who have died in the faith and with them the living saints.”’ Rap- 
ture writers and teachers usually emphasize the secret and/or mysterious nature 
of the Rapture. That makes it an exciting subject, with plenty of room for specu- 
lation. 


Rapture theories revolve around 1 Thessalonians 4:16,17: ‘‘For the Lord 
Himself wil! descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we who 
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord.’’ 


The chart reproduced below pictures the Rapture doctrine as it is usually 


taught. Study it carefully. 


CHRISTIANS RAPTURED, 
ESCAPE TRIBULATION 


TRIBULATION 


ANTICHRIST RULES 
JEWS WILL. BE CONVERTED 


MILLENNIUM 
CHRIST RULES ON EARTH 


RAPTURE 2ND COMING 


GE JUDGMENT ag 


Yes, the Bible does teach that saints (both dead and living) will be caught 
up, translated, raptured if you please, at Christ's Second Coming. But there are 
two glaring errors in Rapture teaching as pictured above. 


ERROR NUMBER ONE: THAT THE RAPTURE WILL BE SECRET. 1 
Thessalonians 4:16,17, instead of hinting at a ‘“‘secret rapture," shouts the oppo- 
site! It will be noisy, with a shout, the voice of the archangel and the trumpet of 
God piercing the air. Revelation 1:7 also has to be reckoned with. It says that 
“every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him.” The “two in the field, 
one taken and the other left’ of Matthew 24:40,41 does not suggest anything 
secretive or mysterious, nor does the “thief in the night’ concept of 1 Thessalon- 


ETERNITY 


ians §:1-3, etc. These deal with the finality and st 


ERROR NUMBER TWO: THAT THE RAPT 
THE SECOND COMING. A careful examination of t 
presents two resurrections and two Second Comings 
plicated. When you lock at these Bible passages re 
is easy to see that the Rapture theories don’t fit: | 
the Second Coming to be at a time of peace, not dur 
13:24-30 (this parable places the separation at the | 
it); John 5:28,29; 6:39,40 44,54 (these verses talk ; 
“last day’’ but the Rapturists giveyou two resurrec 
day”’ that turns out not to be the last day anyway). 


A correct view of the sequence of events at 
sented in this chart: 


THE END 
Ri 
arses 
c 


END TIMES 


{NO TIME IN 
IMPLIE 


CHRIST, 
2ND COMING ! 


Ives are contrary to certain Bible teachings. 

His kingdom in the first century. He spoke of the 
t. 3:2); He promised Peter the “‘keys of the king- 
audience that they would live to see it come 

re the church was established on Pentecost A.D. 
about the establishing of the kingdom (Acts 1:6); 
iat Christians were IN the kingdom (Col. 1:13). 
heir original land is nowhere promised in the Bible 
| by aremnant after Babylonian captivity. World 

is no Bible basis for modern-day Jews expecting 
originally given to Abraham and his seed. 

; ended with baptism into Christ according to Ga- 
are Israelites today in the New Testament sense? 


it plain that His kingdom was spiritual only (John 
th the kingdom is to deliver it up to God (1 Cor. 


ation 20:1-10 describe?, you ask. The binding of 
at the death of Christ when his power was de- 
0 years is an indefinite period time in keeping with 


nt 


2 Peter 3:8. The loosing of Satan for a short period (v. 3b,7-9) suggests a brief 
return of his original power against God's saints. The 1,000 year reign (v. 4) is 
an indefinite period enjoyed by people who died for Christ. They are ‘‘souls,"’ 
not living people with bodies, who reign with Christ and whose martyr spirit in- 
fluences living disciples. Other dead people (v. 5) are nonChristians who do not 
enjoy this period of reigning with Christ before the resurrection. Verses 7-10 de- 
scribe Satan’s final brief foray and final end. 


Don’t wait for Satan to be bound so right living will become easy. Satan 
has already been judged (John 16:11), disarmed (Col. 2:15) and rendered power- 
less (Heb. 2:14). It will never be easier to serve God than now! Turn your life 
over to Him like sinners did in the first century (Acts 2:36-45; Acts 8:35-39, etc.) 
and step into God’s millennium. 


@ Additional copies of this tract may be ordered from GOOD NEWS, 2451 
Workman St., Los Angeles, CA 90031. 


NEARING THE END! 


by William Pile @ Los Angeles 


“AND | SAW AN ANGEL coming down from heaven, having the key of the 
abyss and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent 
of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and threw 
him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he should not de- 
ceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after 
these things he must be released for a short time. And | saw thrones, and they 
sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And | saw the souls of those who 
had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of 
God, and those who had not worshipped the beast or his image, and had not re- 
ceived the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; and they came to life and 
reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of these did not come to life 
until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection. Blessed 
and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second 
death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign 
with Him for a thousand years. And when the thousand years are completed, Sa- 
tan will be released from his prison, and will come out to deceive the nations which 
arein the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for 
the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore. And they came up 
on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the be- 
loved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured them. And the devil 


who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the 
beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night 
forever and ever.'"’ — Revelation 20:1-10 


You have just read God’s account of the 1,000 year reign of Christ. Now 
read the sequence of events some Bible teachers see from this and other Bible 
passages: 

1) Jesus will return to earth and end the Battle of Armageddon. He will ar- 
tive precisely on the Mount of Olives and the mount will split at the touch of His 
foot (Hal Lindsey, in The Late Great Planet Earth, p. 174,175). 

2) Unbelievers will be judged and damned. Believers will stay on the earth 
to take part in Jesus’ kingdom which will operate from Jerusalem for 1,000 years. 

3) Righteousness will prevail during this period. war will cease, cities 
will be rebuilt, perfect weather will prevail, temperatures will moderate, the desert 
will become fertile (Gordon Lindsay, Present World Events in the Light of Proph- 
ecy, p. 112ff.). 

4) Rulership in God’s kingdom will be given to Israel, with the world divided 
among the 12 tribes with 12 apostles ruling over them. Earth will operate under 
perfect law, with a perfect economic system, no disease, no poverty (ibid., p. 
116ff.). 

5) The temple will be rebuilt in Jerusalem. Bible characters wil! be there 


and worship of God will center there (The Late Gre 
6) At the end of the 1,000 years all unbeliever: 
relationship to the briefly released Satan and will t 
hell (ibid., p. 177,178). 
7) New heavens and earth will be created and | 
forever with Christ (ibid., p. 178). 


This is PREMILLENNIALISM, the theory that 
1,000 year period (millennium) and reign during it o 
of the Scofield Reference Bible, is probably respon 
ceptance of premillennialism, because it is taught i 


Boiled down, premillennialism rests on four po 
stand up to Biblical scrutiny. Those four points ar 

e Jesus Christ will establish His kingdom and 
on David's throne which will be reestablishedin Je 

e Jews will be restored to their original land ai 
throughout the earth. 

e Gentiles will be part of the kingdom but in a 
Israel. 

e The kingdom of Christ will be political as we 


Aside from the obvious fact that Revelation 20 


dent of Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society, claims 
suld be “it.” However, as Los Angeles Times 

the Society’s declining growth rate took a sharp 
strong in 1975. In his interview with Franz (2/24/75), 
calculation may be wrong because Witness leaders 
od to complete the work of the sixth day of creation. 
rs are preparing to be wrong (fer the umpteenth 

: brothers and sisters reading between the lines 
definitely predicted for 1975," said Jim Heidt, 
nesses. 

5 — ANOTHER VIEW 

head of the Worldwide Church of God, which spon- 
yand TV programs, Ambassador College, and the 
isidered 1975 to be a significant year prophetically 
1 is Adventist too, like Miller and Russell. 


‘ted within 20 ‘‘or more years’’ that one-third of 

| starvation and disease, one-third killed by hydro- 
third would be taken as slaves to Europe or South 
, 9/53, p. 7). 


in 1956 Armstrong published ‘1975 in Prophecy’’ in which he predicted a 
drought between 1965 and 1972 and the martyrdom of millions of lukewarm Chris- 
tians before 1975 (See 1975 in. Prophecy, p. 10,20). 


Other Armstrong leaders have predicted such things as a Facist/Nazi 
takeover of the West in 1972 and world Communist conquest by 1975. Herman 
L. Hoeh, Executive Editor of the Plain Truth, in a 1959 booklet entitled, ‘‘A 
True History of the True Church,” wrote: ‘So now, just before the second com- 
ing of Jesus Christ, God has given His Church — THIS CHURCH — just two 
nineteen yeas cycles in which to carry the gospel to the world."" That 38 years 
began in 1934 and of course lapsed in 1972. 


The date-setters’ indulgences leave us with two conclusions: 

e They are easily identifiable as false prophets. See Matthew 24:11,23, 
24 and Deuteronomy 18:20-22. 

e@ The date of the end is God’s business; being prepared for it is ours. 
See Mark 13:33 and 2 Peter 3:11,12. , 

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR IT? 


®@ Additional copies of this tract may be ordered from GOOD NEWS, 2451 
Workman St., Los Angeles, CA 90031 


NEARING THE END! 


‘But of that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor 
the Son, but the Father alone. Take heed, keep on the alert; for you do not know 
when the appointed time is’ (Mark 13:32,33). 

There it is. Plain as day. NOBODY KNOWS THE DATE OF THE END 
OF THE WORLD! 


But does-that stop the prophetic speculators? Attempts have been made 


to predict the exact date of the return of Christ ever since He left this planet. ~~ 


Why, some even tried to convince Christians in Thessalonica that Jesus had 
already come (2 Thess. 2:1,2)! 


Thousands of dates have been set, but they’ve come and gone, leaving 
the predictors with red faces and phony explanations. Here are some of the more 
recent dates, names of the men who set them and the phony explanations they 
gave for their failures. 

1844 

William Miller, a Baptist minister from New York, calculated in 1818 that 
the world had about 25 years to go. From Daniel 8 & 9 he decided that the end 
was to come 2300 years after the command to rebuild Jerusalem was given in 
457 B.C. Finally Miller and his followers decided on October 22, 1844 as the 
exact day. On October 24 a Millerite follower wrote, ‘‘It is a cloudy and dark 


day here— the sheep are scattered -the Lord has not come yet.” 


Miller admitted his error. ‘‘l confess my error, and acknowledge my dis- 
appointment; yet | still believe that the Day of the Lord is near, even at the — 
door’’ (Memoits of William Miller, Bliss, p. 256). However, Miller’s “Great Dis- 
appointment of 1844” was skillfully explained by one of his followers and the 
way was Cleared for Miller's eschatalogica! theology to form the basis of the 
Seventh-Day Adventist movement of today. 


1914 


Charles Taze Russell, ‘Pastor Russell’’ of the Jehovah’ Witnesses, 
following basic Adventist theology, decided 1914 was to be the end. He wrote, 
“In view of the strong Biblical evidence, we consider it an established fact that 
the final end of the kingdoms of this world and the full establishment of the 
Kingdom of God will be accomplished by the end of A.D. 1914’ (Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses in the Divine Purpose, p. 55). 

Russell's calculations came from Daniel 11 & 12 and Luke 21:24 (“times 
of the Gentiles’) and went something like this: He believed the “time, times 
and half a time’ of Daniel 12:7 indicated 1260 years from the rise of Roman 
Catholicism (which he dated A.D. 539). This made 1799 “‘the beginning of the 
end."’ The 1335 days of Daniel 12:12 he believed to be 1335 years and com- 


mencing with 539 made 1874 the date of “the Lore 
next great event was to be the End of the Times o 
the removal of Zedekiah in 606 B.C. The 2520 ye 
computation of the ‘seven periods of time’’ of Da 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. According to F 
time were seven years, or 2520 days (using 30 day 
1914 as “‘the final end of the kingdoms of this wo: 


When 1914 came and went rather uneventfu 
his followers that it was the ‘beginning of the en: 
Jehovah’s Witness publications are still trying to 
history of the world. In truth, it was not the end ¢ 


1975 


Jehovah’s Witness leaders didn’t learn fro; 
Awake! and Watchtower magazines have proclaime 
years of human history, the beginning of the sever 
Door-to-door workers say the Battle of Armageddo! 
This, they say, will be followed by the 1000 year 
do they get these ideas? Try reading Watchtower 
and an interview with Erroll Burton in the Arizona 
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